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HIGH AS A KITE offers 
a complete line of unique and 
extraordinarily beautiful kites, airtoys 
and special items from all over the world. 

Our kites fly superbly 
and also make lovely wall decorations. We have the largest selection 

in the United States and the fastest service. 


Kites make unique and interesting gifts. 

NOW YOU CAN CALL us at no charge 
outside of California: 
800-227-1748 

Showrooms: 

Sausalito, CA — 34 Princess St. 94965 
Lahaina, Maui — 703 Front St. 96761 


2658 BRIDGEWAY 
SAUSALITO. CA. 94965 


(415) 332-6355 



VERTICAL VISUALS 

Makers of beautiful 
quality kites 



MULTIFLARE 
Strictly for the adult enthusiast, 
this is a formidable high altitude 
soarer that develops considerable 
lift in even a gentle wind 


ROLLER 

An extremely well-behaved and graceful 
light wind kite, possessing a buoyancy 
and stability that makes it a firm 
favourite with enthusiasts. 


For complete catalogue of 
Vertical Visuals of England 


PHOENIX VARIANT 
A dual -control aerobatic kite that 
performs well in a wide variety of wind 
speeds. This kite has the additional attraction 
of sharing all the virtues of its close 
cousin the Delta when flown on a 
single line. This is two kites in one. 


Finest finish 

Each kite is hand made throughout individually bridled, 
balanced and tested before leaving the VV workshops. 

Finest materials 

All kite sails are made from the best quality np-stop 
spinnaker nylon; all wooden spars from selected ramm dowel. 

Finest designs 

Made by enthusiasts for enthusiasts, VV kites are based upon 
the most sophisticated principles of aerodynamic theory . 

Finest performance 

VV kites are used extensively for advertising and scientific 
purposes where quality and performance are the only considerations. 


please contact Hi FI i Kites. Ltd. 
exclusive importers and distrib- 
utors in the United States. 

HI FLI KITES, LTD. 

12101 C East lliff 
Aurora. Colorado 80014 
(303) 755- 6105 
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Copyright (is) 1983 Aeolus Press, Inc. 
Reproduction in any form, in whole or in part, 
is strictly prohibited without prior written 
consent of the publisher. 

Kite Lines is the comprehensive international 
journal of kiting and the only magazine of its 
kind in America. It is published by Aeolus 
Press, Inc., of Baltimore, MD, with editorial 
offices at 7106 Campfield Road, Baltimore, 
MD 21207, telephone: (301) 484-6287. 

Kite Lines is endorsed by the International 
Kitefliers Association and is on file in the 
libraries of the National Air and Space Museum, 
Smithsonian; the National Oceanic and Atmo- 
spheric Sciences Administration; the National 
Geographic; and the University of Notre 
Dame’s Sports and Games Research Collection. 

Founder. Robert M. Ingraham 
Publisher: Aeolus Press, Inc. 

Editor: Valerie Govig 
Business Consultant: Kalman Illyefalvi 
Circulation/ Reader Services. Anneke Davis 
Design and Mechanicals: Weston Phipps, 

Cathy Pasquale, Valerie Govig, Elizabeth 
Baile Douglas, Kari Cress 
International Correspondents: Jacques and 
Laurence Fissier; British Correspondents: 
Ron Moulton and Clive C. O. Rawlinson 


Editorial Advisory Panel: 
Guy D. Aydlett 
William R. Bigge 
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Melvin Govig 
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Kite associations and clubs are located around 
the U.S. and the world. Kite Lines works for 
and with all of them and maintains an 
updated file on them. Write for information 
about your nearest group. 

Subscriptions to Kite Lines: In the U.S., 

$9.00 for one year (4 issues), $17.00 for two 
years (8 issues); in Canada and Mexico: $10.00 
for one year, $19.00 for two years; in all other 
countries, $11.50 for one year, $22.00 for 
two years. Special air mail rates are available 
at $4.00 per year additional for Central 
America, $6.00 per year additional for 
Europe, Israel, South America or North 
Africa, and $8.00 per year additional for all 
other countries. Foreign drafts must be in 
U.S. dollars through a U.S. bank or the post 
office. Single copies of current or back issues 
are available @ $2.50 from America’s finest 
kite shops or the journal offices. 


Change of Address: Attach or copy mailing 
label in letter, giving new address. If mailing 
label is wrong, please correct it. 


Advertising rate sheet and information is 
available upon request. 


Contributions to Kite Lines of information, 
articles and photographs are always invited. 
Notification is required if contribution is 
submitted to any other publication. Return of 
any material must be requested and a self- 
addressed envelope with adequate postage 
provided. First rights reserved in materials 
published unless otherwise specified. Writers 
and photographers should request our guide- 
lines before submitting. Accuracy of contents 
of Kite Lines is the responsibility of individual 
contributors. Diverse views presented in Kite 
Lines are not necessarily those of the editor, 
staff or advisory panelists. 

Closing Dates for advertising and articles are 
8 weeks before publication. 


4 KITE LINES WINTER-SPRING 1983 


Fly the exciting, dazzling... 

GRANDMASTER KITE 


the ultimate 
state-of-the-art in 
single-line maneuverable 
and dancing kites. 




£&* 4 “ 

All designs copyright c GRANDMASTER KITES 1977 



One-of-a-kind works of art. Each Grandmaster 
Kite is individually hand-crafted and hand-painted 
by a master kitemaker and flight-tested by a master 
kiteflier. The color combinations of each design vary, 
and new designs are constantly being added to the 
collection. To maintain quality control, our present 
production is limited to 3000 kites per year. 

But the real joy of a Grandmaster Kite is in the 
flying. When you get it up and are its master, you will 
exult in its power — its gentleness — its instant response 
to your will and artistry — its glorious colors and design 
enhanced by its beauty of motion. Indian Champion 
kitefliers have already pronounced the Grandmaster to 
be the most responsive kite ever made, superior to the 
fine-tuned fighter kites made in India. But because 
each kite is made of Mylar™, with a bow of fiberglass 
rod and bamboo spine. Grandmaster Kites are as 
nearly indestructible as technology permits. 

The Grandmaster is produced in two models: the 
Competition and the Fast. For the experienced flier, the 
Competition or the Fast will cover all wind conditions. 
For the novice flier we suggest beginning with the 
Fast, then stepping up to the Competition when his or 
her skills are developed. The two models are the same 
in size (24x29") and appearance. Only the speed of 
response varies. 

The price: $21.00, plus $3.50 per kite for shipping 
via (JPS, insured (Air Freight east of the Miss.). Draw 
crowds — create excitement — order your Grandmaster 
Kite today! 

Shipment guaranteed within eight days after 
receipt of order. 


To order, fill out form and send today to: Dealer inquires invited. 

GRANDMASTER™ KITES Note: Shipping charges apply to 

P.O. Box 12377 Holladay Park Station (JSA and Canada only. For foreign 

Portland, Oregon 97212 orders, please remitt in US dollars and 

(Telephone: 503-255-1785) add $12.00 for Parcel Post Air Freight. 

Dear Sirs: Please send me the following GRANDMASTER™ KITE(s): (Please Print) 


Quantity 

Fast or 
Competition 

Symmetrical or 
asymmetrical 
design preference 

°Regular 

price 

each $21.00 

^Custom 
order price 
each $31.00 

Total 

price 














$3.50 shipping, handling and insurance, per kite 


□ Grandmaster recommended line, 3-ply [^Grandmaster recommended 

waxed linen, 1000 feet $8.00 +75« shipping. reel, $2.75 + 75« shipping. 

Total 


Enclosed is my O check or CH money order made payable to Grandmaster Kites. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

'Regular orders will receive one of the illustrated designs or a new design. 

" : 'To custom order a specific design or specific colors, include $10.00 each in addition to the 
regular charge and expect a delay in shipping time. 








Grandmaster Kites are sold with an 
unconditional guarantee. If your Grand 
master does not come up to all of your 
expectations, just return the kite to us 
within 30 days for a total refund of 
your $21.00. 


Letter from 

^Editor 

Conventions don’t come much better than 
the one this year in Detroit for the Amer- 
ican Kitefliers Association (see pages SB- 
40 for more about it). 

There was only one off-note. Robert 
M. Ingraham, the founder, wasn’t there. 

We had expected him. He had been 
hoping to come. And two leading AKAers 
had assured him emphatically that his 
transportation would be taken care of. 
But no one ever officially confirmed it. 

I wrote to Bob afterwards to tell him 
he was missed and he wrote back: 

“I do not like to be in this position— a 
sort of old pensioner who has to be helped 
out in a backhanded way. The truth is 1 
just couldn’t spend that kind of money... 
Actually, I had already made six deltas 
which I was going to ship ahead for the 
auction and they would have made up a 
good part of the expense. I did that in 
Seattle so there was little drain on AKA’s 
money. But when I never got any word 
about it 1 just forgot about that. . .From 
your description 1 am sorry I didn’t make 


it. I am glad you [Valerie and Mel Govig] 
could, at least, and hope it didn’t cost 
you too much.” 

It’s not surprising that after the pre- 
vious convention in Houston, with its 
zero proceeds leaving AKA flat, the officers 
were feeling cautious. The cost is not the 
point, though. Remembering is. Effort 
should have been made at least to explain 
what was happening to this gentleman 
whose name was synonymous with the 
American Kitefliers Association from 
1964 to 1977. 

The convention was beautiful and 
nothing can or should take away from 
that. But we weren’t the only ones who 
said, “Hey, isn’t Bob here?” On that 
heart-filling weekend, this thought was a 
little nick of hurt— and by contrast it was 
surprisingly painful. 

— - 


P.S. Office News— The Copier Is Here! 

At last Kite Lines has a small office copier. 
Now we can make copies of rare materials 
for our readers or for visiting scholars 
who use our Kite Research Library. 

That’s the good news. The bad news is 


that the copier is slow and uses expensive 
paper. So we can’t make copies as cheaply 
as we’d like. We have set fees only to cover 
our expenses, with service to you our 
reader in mind rather than profit. Fees 
are 504 per copied page plus 504 per mail- 
ing of one through five pages. Each addi- 
tional 1-5 pages adds 174 postage for first 
class mailing in the U.S. or surface mail 
for foreign. Payment for copies must be 
made in advance. 

It’s our general policy not to copy 
material that is in print or has copyright 
presently in force. Exception: pages from 
sold-out issues of Kite Lines and Kite 
Tales. Orders for copies from the journal 
must specify page numbers wanted and 
uses to be made of the copies. Only “fair 
use” (such as personal or internal reference 
or classroom teaching) can be accepted. 
Copying for all other uses of copyrighted 
material requires prior written permission 
of the copyright owner. In the case of 
Kite Lines , the owner is Aeolus Press, 
Inc., 7106 Campfield Road, Baltimore, 
MD 21207, USA. 

If you need reference help to find a 
certain type of material, we can research 
for subscribers if it is not too time- 
consuming. Let us know your needs. We 
want to help you fly. ^ 


INTOTH6 WIND introduces the kites of 

George Peters 


FivfnG 
COlOfiS 


a unique collection of handcrafted kites featuring 
the Cloud Bird, Multi-Sled, Delta Ray. Dragonfly, 
Serpent and Flying Fishes! A 

A 


Available only in our 1983 
Catalog of Kites 


send $1 to: 
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Me! Govig talks: 

"It started when a guy in New 
Hampshire named Alan Carter wrote 
to me. He was trying to make a box 
kite from page 183 in Pelham’s 
Penguin Book of Kites. It would fly, 
but in high winds it would explode. 

He asked me why. The only way I 
could tell was to make the kite myself. 
That started me off on cellular kites. 



Model S37 

37 sq ft of area (64 x 56 x 28") 

Graphlex™ struts 

$125 

Model S15 
15 sq ft. of area 

(1m x 87m x 43m or 39x34x17") 

hardwood struts 

$50 


Colors:* 

A. purple and pink 
B orange and yellow 
C black and red 

D. purple and yellow 

E, black and pink 

'Special color combinations can 
be custom made at 20% increase 
in price within 20- to 30-day 
period from receipt of order 


"After several successful ver- 
sions of this highly tensioned box, I 
attempted to simplify it and came up 
with a pleasing, practical combination 
of elements with an extra surprise — 
visual interest in flight. It was luck, 
hunches, pieces of experience com- 
bined. And it was a bit of Hargrave. 
Cody. Madiot and —especially — 
David Pelham, each reworked and 
mixed together. I don't take credit for 
much, really. 

"But I think you will like the Cloud 
Seeker It flies rather light on the line 
compared to similar-size boxes, is 
very stable, has plenty of lift and life to 
it. And by using different colors of 
nylon, the blending of hues in flight is 
very pleasing. I also like the squared 
shape which — at the kite’s typical 
angle and altitude — looks like a 
window cut into the sky. 

“I like to make kites for my friends, 
but I knew I couldn't make as many of 
these as there would be people to 
want them. I was very happy that the 
Cloud Pleasers people saw the 
Seeker as a suitable addition to their 
line of fine quality rip-stop nylon kites. 
They are making the Cioud Seeker 
with impeccable construction that 
goes well beyond my sewing abilities 

"Already these consistently 
beautiful Cloud Seekers are coming 


out and being snatched up by kite- 
fliers who like their special combi- 
nation of quality, authoritative flight, 
visual interest — and simplicity of 
assembly The kite rolls open and you 
easily insert the struts. All the kites 
break down to within international mail 
limits. The kite is pre-bridled and you 
simply attach your line to the towing 
point — and let the Cloud Seeker lift 
out of your hands and into the sky 

"One of the special delights of this 
kite is that it’s easy to 'train' or stack. 

Try two or three or more together, 
using my easy instructions in with 
each kite 

"Also a surprise is that these kites 
can stunt on two lines! Very novel to 
see boxes looping in the sky My 
instructions tell you how to do it. 

“I hope you will like this kite as 
much as Ido." 


You can have one now. Ask for the 
Cloud Seeker at your nearest kite 
store. Or order it shipped directly and 
promptly to you in your choice of 
colors available. It will come in its own 
color-coordinated cloth bag. com- 
plete with struts and instructions, 
bridled and ready to fly 

Cloud Seekers, like all Cloud 
Pleasers kites, are guaranteed. If the 
Cloud Seeker is not satisfactory to 
you after your first 15 days with it. 
return it to Cloud Pleasers for a refund 
of the full amount you sent — no 
questions asked. 


— ~ — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — - 

[ To. Cloud Pleasers (PLEASE PRINT) 

i Bruce and Carolyn Kennington 

I 26304 Forest Vista Drive 

J Clarksburg, MD 20871 

j Or telephone us at 307-253-3908 

[ Please send me the following Cloud Seeker kite(s): 


Model SI 5 or Color Price Total 

Quantity Model S37 Combination each price 



























MD residents add 5% tax 
U.S. shipping 

Foreign orders add extra for shipping weights 
of 2 lbs for Model S15. 3 lbs for Model S37 

Total 

$ 2.00 


□ Check 

□ COD 

Card No 


□ VISA 


Exp Date 


□ MasterCard 

Signature 



Send to: 




Name 




Address 

City 


State 

Zip 

Telephone 


cPAoud 

^leasers 




Handcrafted Kites by 

ScqttESpemef 

NEW! Star Facet, 5 sides, 

32 n dia. rip-stop ny- 
lon and hollow fiber- 
glass, climbs to 70-80° 
in moderate winds, $40 

17" Scrap- Flake, rip-stop $25 

190' Cobra, rip-stop and fiberglass, 

collapsible head min. $225 

all prices postpaid 

For more details, write: 

333 Garfield Ave., Palmyra, NJ 08065 




] 91uWiltUes\ 

handcrafted by Lois A. Clark, kitemaker 
1191 E. 930 North Provo, Utah 84601 
(801) 375- 2231 Sethi for information. 
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A TALE SPUN BY A WIND5PINNER 

nee upon o rime rhere was a beautiful young maiden named 
Sarah. Sarah was as lonely as she was lovely, as her overprotecrive 
father kept her lodged away in the castle until a suitable suitor 
_ came calling. Sarah amused herself by staring out her window at 
the world beyond the castle walls and admiring her varicolored jewels 
glinting in the sunlight at her window. 

Sarah would notremoin lonely long if Hiram, the Kite Flyer, had his way. 
Hiram had spied the lonesome lovely lass looking out her window os he was 
retrieving his kite from a tree at the edge of the castle walls. Thereafter daily 
he sought entrance to the castle but was turned away as he was but a lowly 
peasant 

Each day as he was sent away from the castle gate he would endeavor 
to catch the eye of the lovely Sarah by flying his kite within view of her 
window— bur his efforts were in vain. 

Then one day an astute businessman came along, saw Hirom, found 
out about his fruitless efforts and said, ' Have I got a deal for you." He went 
on. "You'll never catch the eye of the lonesome lovely with just a kite— 
everyone Isnows her eyes are trained on her multicolored jewels sparkling in 
the sunlight. You, my boy, need a WindSpinner. 

’’For just $4.95 retail you can capture the color of her jewels and have 
them donee in the sunlight on your kite line." 

Hiram replied, ' Sounds good, bur $4.95 is all I have left in this world," 

The astute businessman said, "Trust me!"— which Hiram did. (From here 
on the story gets mushy— rated PG.) 

The WindSpinner, like a iewel spinning in the sunlight, indeed caught 
the eye of the lovely lass Saran. She begged her father to have the kite flyer 
brought in to see her. 

As Hiram was brought into the presence of Sarah and her father, Sarah 


nickname." 

Sarahs father, puzzled yet delighted at his daughter's happiness, 
blessed their marrioge and laid on Hiram a dowiy of a new rip-stop Jalbert 
Porofoil. 

As Hiram rode off into the sunset with the lovely but no longer lonely 
Sarah at his side and the WindSpinner sparkling in the sunlight on tne kite he 
held aloft (with a "just married" sign on it), he was heard to exdaim, "Best 
$4.95 I ever spent! 

And of course they all lived happily ever after. 


The WindSpinner is the newest sensation 
in flying as a kite tail 
or drogue. It’s 
a 12 "-diameter 
rip-stop nylon 
whirling 
kaleidoscope 
of rainbows. 



Comes complete with accessory 
clip system to hook onto kite 
lines, bridle rings or tail loops. 

Yes, you can stack them!— and get double— 
or triple— the fun. To misquote Henry Ford, 
“You can have it in any color as long as it’s 
rainbow.” (But you can order custom colors 
for $2 additional.) 


Check with your local kite shop or order direct. 
Retail $4.95 + $1.75 shipping (U.S. and Canada) 
Anyplace else in the world, $4.95 + $2.75 shipping. 


Kite shops and wholesalers, 
WRITE 

on your letterhead. 


THE KITESTUFF CO. 
51 Layle Lane 
Doylestown, PA 18901 
215-348-1744 
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Higher Commitment 

We re very high minded when it comes down 
to giving kite retailers what they want most in a line 
of cloth kites— Quality and Service. 

Fabric Design's committed to excellence in both 
with SKYLINE,- a handcrafted, highly decorative, 
guaranteed-to-fly line of quality cloth kites. Every 
order backed by first-rate, fast, friendly service. 

Such commitment to quality and service doesn’t 
cost one cent more, so for a free color catalog 
and price list call or write today. 

© 

FABRIC DESIGN 

2338 Anza, San Francisco, CA 94118 (415) 387-3306 

Dragons • Diamonds • Mini Diamonds • Apollo Dual Control Delta • Rainbow Box Kite • Windsocks 
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cut out and send 

THE ENTRY FORM 

(Please print.) 

Name of kitemaker 






Address 

City, State, Zip Code, Country 
Telephone (include area code) 


Telephone (include area code) 

Check appropriate boxes: 

□ I will attend the Exposition in person. 

□ I will send my kite(s) to Da proxy flier (name and 

address attached) or □ the judging committee. 

, I am attaching a drawing of my kite and a brief 
\ description of how it was made, material 

\ sources, tools and flying characteristics. 

X Signature 


Date 



U! /. 





The Most Complete Line 
of Kitemaking Supplies 
Available. 

Write for FREE catalog. 


THE KITE SITE 

3101 M Street. N.W., Georgetown, DC 20007, 202/965-4230 


You are encouraged to write letters and 
reply to letters in this column. Also we 
forward letters to fellow kiters as part of 
our services to subscribers. Any letter to 
Kite Lines may be considered for publica- 
tion (subject to editing for space). There- 
fore, if you are writing to us, please state 
“not for publication” if you want no 
doubt to be left about it. Send your kite 
thoughts to Kite Lines, 7106 Camp field 
Road , Baltimore , Maryland 21207, USA. 


CORRECTION 

In Design Workshop in the First Quarter 
1982 Kite Lines , featuring Ed Grauel’s 
Flapper delta, we printed a typographical 
error, giving the wing dowels at an incor- 
rect dia. size. The correct size is 3 /,« fl . 
The mistake was very obvious and we 
hope was detected as such by kitemakers. 
Our apologies for this mistake. 


Kite M-357, a part of Radio set SCA 5 78 A. 
It also included two inflating tubes. Its 
skeleton was made of 3/ i«-inch aluminum 
tube, and had umbrella construction 
braces. The upper and bottom cells mea- 
sured 12 x 17 inches each. Overall length 
was 36 inches. Two towing points were 
set along the front spine: at the upper 
end for 15-40 m.p.h. winds and a second 
one for 7-20 m.p.h., 8V£ inches beneath. 
Along the two sides of the front spine 
there were two strips, each two inches 
wide, filled with cotton, like two soft 
narrow and long cushions. I wonder if 
one of the readers can explain the reason 
for this fact, which can clearly be seen in 
the attached pictures. 

Alex Cohen 
Rehovot, Israel 

Alex, you've made a find! You have a 
scarce “Gibson Girl ” box kite, made to 
loft radio antennas from life rafts in World 
War II. The kites and radio apparatus 
were made in America and Great Britain 
and possibly other countries. 

About the padded edges: the Kite Lines 
crew has been theorizing about this. / 
came up with a guess that the purpose of 
the padding might have been for flotation 
of the kite if it dunked in the ocean. We 
also checked with Paul Garber , designer 


of the Navy Target Kite, for a more 
definitive answer and he said he could 
think of nothing better than the flotation 
theory. We open the floor to further 
discussion from readers. 

BOAT-IN-THE-BASEMENT SYNDROME 

A friend gave me a Kite-A-Maran, which 
is well described in the First Quarter 1982 
Kite Lines— except for one thing. 

After a look at the instructions and 
before the issue arrived, I decided to 
assemble the kite in the living room of 
our apartment before taking off for a 
weekend on the beach. About 45 minutes 
later, the kite was quite beautiful and I 
was concerned only about the weight of 
the two hulls and the skill level and 
wind required for it to fly. But I had 
not reckoned on my inability to get it 
through our front door! (We also tried 
our porch door.) 

The front door is a standard door, 
almost two inches thick and the opening 
is exactly 36 inches. But when the door 
is open to its maximum, what with the 
hardware, etc., the width through which 
the kite had to pass was not quite 3 3 Vi 
inches. It did not matter how we angled 
it, we could not get the kite through, 
presumably because of the height of 
the mast. 

I suppose we could have derigged the 
mast, but as your review pointed out, it 
would still not be easily transported. 
Well, I disassembled it after a number of 
friends admired it as an objet d'art in 
our living room and have neither flown 
it nor sailed it. 

I hope you are right in your prediction 
that it might become a collectible. 

Eugene L. Lozner, M.D. 

Tampa, FL 


Letters 


QUESTION SEEKS ANSWER 

A few months ago I was digging in a local 
junkyard and I suddenly found a yellow 
basket!— but not Ella Fitzgerald’s. It was 
the basket of a collapsible yellow box 
kite which was marked with black letters: 
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What's New: 

Kites, Books, Sundries 



Choosing a reel is complicated and per- 
sonal. It’s complicated in part because 
there are so many models available to a 
diligent searcher. (This seems odd when 
you consider the limited market for reels, 
which is a submarket within the already 
limited group of buyers of fine kites. 
Yet new reels keep coming out all the 
time.) And it’s personal because no two 
people ever seem to agree on exactly 
what is an ideal reel. 

For example, if you’ve ever stumbled 
around Mel Govig’s paraphernalia on the 
field, you’ll know he regards reels as mere 
storage devices for line between flights. 
But he respects (and is slightly intimidated 
by) such artists of the Reel Thing as 
Takeshi Nishibayashi and Robert S. Price, 


From top left: first row. The Kite Commander, the Reel-Quick and the Kiteway Reel; second row, 
the Solent and Shooters Reels, Roger's Reel and the Will-E-Winder; bottom, the Hi-Flier Kyt Reel. 


The Care and Feedingof Reels 


Except for spools, most line winders are 
sold without line, leaving to the kiter 
the task of obtaining and winding line 
on the reel. Here are some suggestions. 

Buy line in large enough quantities 
to get a good price for quality through 
a specialist in line such as a fishing sup- 
plier. Mail order firms may be used.* 
Only a few kite stores stock line separ- 
ately from winders. Get good snap 
swivels (some insist on ball-bearing ones) 
from the same source. Match the heft 
of the line to the strength of your reel 
(or preferably vice versa. Ideally, your 
line, reel and kite will coordinate exact- 
ly, but this raises a vast subject area 
that will require its own article some 
time. Suffice it to say that you start 
with the line.) 

To wind line on a reel, fly a kite from 
the original spool or cone, then wind 
the line back in on your reel. Or place 
the cone in a small box at your feet and 
let the line bounce around as you draw 
up line onto your reel, keeping enough 

*For example: Ashaway Line & Twine Mfg. 
Co., Ashaway, RI 02804; Memphis Net & 
Twine Co., 2481 Matthews Ave., P.O.Box 
8331, Memphis, TN 38108;TheNetcraft Co., 
2800 Tremainsvillc Rd., Toledo, OH 43613. 


tension (with your knees, for example) 
on the line to lay it smoothly in place. 

Mark the reel in some way with the 
amount and pounds-test of line on it 
for handy selection later. A piece of 
masking tape can be marked and re- 
moved if you change to different line 
in the future. Of course, any reel of 
value should be marked with your 
name and address, too. Use normal 
common sense for care of reels, keep- 
ing them clean, out of the rain, etc. 

Do as I do in using a reel of symmet- 
rical design (such as a yo-yo): mark one 
side to distinguish it from the other. 
Then remember to let line off on one 
side and put it back on the same side 
to prevent twisting. T his is the key to 
avoiding the dreaded kinks: keep the 
line in the same orientation. This prin- 
ciple supports the use of the old-time 
figure-of-eight winder: it has naturally 
antitwisting action because the line 
goes on and off in the same way. It’s a 
favorite of such sophisticates as Adrian 
Conn [see page 38 ] . If you, like we, 
used to think the figure-of-eight on a 
stick was too primitive to be good, it’s 
comeuppance time. There was a secret 
in it all along. A.P.I. 


who seem to disdain the crudities of 
hand-over-hand hauling. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
We first discussed kite reels in the Fall 
1977 Kite Lines , where we defined four 
basic types: the bobbin, the hoop, the 
spool and the true reel (on an axle, distinct 
from the general term “reel” as loosely 
used for all line winders). Those group- 
ings still apply, though the examples now 
available are new. However, some trends 
can be observed regarding all of them. 

• First Trend , Aesthetics: We note with 
pleasure that most of today’s reels are 
crafted as objects of beauty. They are 
often of wood, a material that invites the 
hand (not to mention the eye; we have 
heard that people sometimes buy kite reels 
purely as objects to possess or display). 

• Second Trend , Hazards: These beauti- 
ful reels are not always safe— especially, of 
course, when the flier is handling hard- 
pulling kites. The worst reel hazard is 
runaway feed-out combined with flying 
handles and other protrusions. This is a 
continuing trend and reels like this are 
still being sold. May the buyer (and/or 
user) beware. We repeat a dictum of Pete 
Ianuzzi: No reel should be used to haul 
in heavy-pulling kites under pressure 
directly onto the reel. 

• Third Trend, Bobbins: We are seeing a 
veritable explosion of bobbins, as if they 
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Photographs by Anneke Davis 



Top, Halo hoop reels are similar to yo-yos. 
Bottom, Spectra Star does a classic in plastic. 


had just been discovered. Despite their 
similarities, the bobbins are made with 
enough individuality to merit a separate 
data chart comparing them. However, prac- 
tically speaking, a kiter probably would 
buy a particular bobbin not on the basis 
of personal preference for one over an- 
other but of availability in the local kite 
shop. If so, the real competition may turn 
out to be between the manufacturers’ sales 
abilities. Who would guess as to which 
reels will win out? Might as well place 
your bet on your favorite— whether for its 
shape, its name, its handling, its pedigree. 
It will be an interesting horse race. 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

In price order within type groups: 

True Reels 

• The Hi-Flier Kyt Reel is a small poly- 
propylene design with the look of a toy, 
in keeping with inexpensive kites sold 
mostly to children. The “suggested retail” 
of $4.99, although it includes 300 feet of 
line, seems a little high for a toy. The 
“Snap-Loc” assembly requires— but sur- 
vives— a powerful jam. To be fair, this 
seemingly flimsy reel did a decent job 
winding the light line supplied with it. 
One might compare the Hi-Flier Kyt Reel 
to the Gayla Kite Reel, a handy and more 
solidly built device, which comes with 400 
feet of line and a $7.95 price tag. 



Many choices in bobbins: top left, Charlie Miller's solid and frame bobbins; top right, the Skyfield 
Twin-Arm Reel; center. Leading Line Kitewinders (Models 5, 10, 20 and 15); bottom. The Handle. 


• The Will-E-Winder is a stronger version 
of the pie-tin reel idea, nice for small kites. 
Wilmer Heckler makes it out of painted 
particle board and wood knobs. We de- 
bated about classifying this winder as a 
true reel, which it appears to be, when in 
fact it’s a circular bobbin and has bobbin 
behavior. It’s about $8, available atKlassy 
Kites, King of Prussia, PA and other shops. 

• The Reel-Quick is made of very strong, 
high-pressure “Duolite” type Masonite. It 
has a large diameter with good winding 
leverage and an unusual brake disk on the 
inside of the reel. The holding point is 
near the center of pull because of the 
recessed handle. We thought this reel was 
quite a good buy at $19.95. 

• Roger's Reel is a beautiful piece of 
wood work. We fell in love with its hand- 
crafted look and feel. It’s a sturdy job 
with no unfriendly surfaces and has un- 
usual felt bearing surfaces and leather 
finishing parts. Last we heard, young 
Roger Hollings was selling these for only 
$21.95 at beach festivals and kite shops 
in Oregon, such as Eugene’s Kites and 
Other Delights. “Way underpriced,” said 
our smitten reviewers. 

• The Kite Commander is a beautiful 
Korean reel with excellent workmanship. 
It combines hardwood spokes and alumi- 
num+plastic hub very attractively at a 
reasonable $30.80, including shipping. The 
action is good and adequate to fly fighter 


kites (not just Korean ones) in their 
normal sizes for those willing to practice 
the skills required. Those skills, we might 
add, are well worth the time investment. 

• The Kiteway Reel (by “Wild Bill” 
Isenhart) is a well-finished wooden reel, 
somewhat larger than most reels on the 
market. The size is an advantage for reel- 
ing in, but a disadvantage in storing and 
transport. There are some good features 
on this reel: the belly brace, the large 
capacity and the manual tension peg and 
line guide, which can be used as a brake 
for slowing or stopping line. We thought 
that for all this the $35, $40 and $45 
prices (for different sizes) were not bad. 

• Solent and Shooters Deep Sky Reels by 
Patrick O’Driscoll, England, are very well 
made, the Solent in heavy-gauge aluminum 
and the Shooters in marine plywood. Fea- 
tures include ball-bearing axles, a unique 
handle and arm brace with strap, a finger- 
tip brake and separate line stop. Several 
sizes are sold in prices from $56 to $91 
including air mail. Given the quality of the 
reels, the prices are very reasonable. These 
sturdy, large capacity reels do have weight, 
which can be a disadvantage but also con- 
tributes to their special ability to haul 
hard-pulling kites. The “Deep Sky” reel is 
a type produced by several British firms 
and also by a maker in Colorado (supplier 
to Hi Fli Kites in Aurora). But we don’t see 
how any Deep Sky could surpass Patrick’s 
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DATA CHART- 

KITE REELS, 

not including bobbins 
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TRUE REELS 


















Hi-Flior Kyt Reel 

Polypropylene 

4.7 

2.7 

0.6 

7.0 

0.2 

11.6 

4.7 x 6.5 

2.3 

Y 

Y 

N 

N 

G 

n/a 

G 

Toy-like. 

Will-E Winder 

Wood & particle board 

7.0 

3.0 

0.7 

22.0 

0.6 

15.7 

6.0 x 7.0 

18.8 

N 

N 

Y 

N 

G 

G 

P 

Sturdy; good handles. 

Reel-Quick 

Duolite Masonite 

11.2 

9.3 

1.6 

48.9 

1.0 

32.0 

11.2x2.9 

2.8 

N 

N 

Y 

Y 

G 

G 

G 

Protruding bolts. 

Roger's Reel 

Wood & leather 

5.5 

4.0 

3.0 

33.5 

0.7 

13.8 

5.5 x 12.0 

1.1 

N 

N 

Y 

N 

G 

G 

G 

Well proportioned. 

Kite Commander 

Wood & aluminum 

5.4 sq. 

n/a 

5.0 

59,0 

1.2 

21.2 

7.5 x 17.3 

1.0 

N 

N 

Y 

N 

VG 

G 

VG 

Excellent craftsmansh 

Kiteway Reel 

Walnut & plywood 

11.6 

8.0 

1.0 

55.4 

1.1 

30.7 

1 1.6 x 19.4 

2.3 

N 

N 

Y 

N 

VG 

G 

F 

Easy to use. well mad 

Solent Deep Sky (9") 

Aluminum, wood, bike hub 

9.0 

3.0 

2.8 

158.3 

3.3 

15.0 

8.0 x 9.9 

35 

N 

N 

Y 

N 

VG 

F 

VG 

Smooth, solidly built. 

Shooters Deep Sky ($VH Wood, bike hub 

6.6 

3.0 

2.8 

76.0 

1.6 

15.0 

77x8.3 

2.5 

N 

N 

Y 

N 

VG 

F 

E 

Smooth, solidly built. 

HOOP 


















Halo Reel (6 W ) 

Fiberglass 

6.0 

4.4 

1.2 

15.5 

0.3 

16.3 

1.2 x 6.0 

025 

N 

N 

Y 

N 

G 

E 

n/a 

Handy. 

Halo Reel (7") 

Fiberglass 

7.0 

5.4 

1.1 

17.1 

0.4 

19.4 

1.1 x 7.0 

0.3 

N 

N 

Y 

N 

G 

E 

n/a 

Handy. 

SPOOL 


















Spectra Star Kite Spool 

Plastic 

33 

2.0 

3.4 

18,4 

038 

8.3 

12.5x3.3 

0.5 

Y 

N 

Y 

N 

F 

G 

n/a 

Colorful. 


CODE; Y - Yes, N = No, RATINGS; E * Excellent. VG = Very Good, G - Good, F * Fair, P = Poor. 


Note the new measurement on our Data Chart for kite reels, above. We are giving pounds of nylon line to help you gauge how much a given reel will 
hold. Because the diameter of line varies, it is difficult to apply manufacturers' claims of line capacity to a reel. Pounds of nylon line on the chart will 
give you variable footage according to the size of the line. Line manufacturers have charts to convert line from weight to feet. Thus, if you know the 
weight capacity of a reel, you can find the length of line it will hold for the various sizes available. We have made calculations for nylon line only 
(twisted or braided, not monofilament) and not for cotton or polyester line. However, if you know the weight per cubic inch of a kind of line, you 
can calculate what a given reel will hold from the volume per cubic inch reading on the chart. 


Whot's New 

. . .Continued 

for care expended in craftsmanship. 

Other true reels that have survived the 
market a few years and deserve a look are: 
the Pole Reel by the New England Kite- 
crafting Co., available in some shops at 
perhaps $20; Bob Ingraham’s fine Rayco 
Reel-E-Z at about $25; and the elegant 
Hauler by the Cloud Connection at $39.95 
the last time we checked. All of these good 
reels make it tough picking for us kiters. 

Hoops 

• The Halo is similar to the popular 
Cuban Yo-Yo and Peter Lynn hoops. It 
has a deeper line trough, and both sides 
are the same shape (that is, there is no 
spill-off side). It is made of fiberglass- 
reinforced plastic and is very strong. It is 
used in the Orient for fishing but imported 
to the U.S. by Great Winds of Seattle, WA 
for kitefliers. The value is good at about 
$3 and $4 for the 6- and 7-inch diameters. 
Other hoops which have many advo- 
cates are the Flightube from The Kite 


Factory at $4 and the Spool Proof from 
Spectra Star Kites for about $4.80. 

Spools 

• The Spectra Star Kite Spool is now 
out in plastic of several bright colors, cost- 
ing $3 to $7 or so, with line. The long- 
established wooden Shanti spools in many 
sizes and with various strengths of line are 
still the standard and run from $4 to $8. 
Also still popular, despite their crushable 
bamboo cores, are spools imported from 
India at about $2 and up. Finally, still 
spinning is the nice wooden Tiger spool at 
about $5, sold in California kite shops. 

Bobbins 

Suddenly there are bobbin line winders 
everywhere, the old favorite flatties in a 
passel of variations: with handles, with 
hole grips, as frames, as solids, spilling 
line, grabbing it, softwood, hardwood— 
it is definitely multiple choice. There are 
at least 10 bobbins now on the market. 
About a year ago there was only Carey’s 
Kite Winder, a rugged molded plastic 
version. Now Carey’s is available in two 


strengths, at $8.98 and $10.98 respec- 
tively. But besides Carey’s we can consider 
the following (in price order): 

• Charlie Miller's bobbins, at about $3 
for the frame style and $7.50 for the 
solid one, are both in soft wood, well 
sanded. The slight frame has fixed handles 
while the solid bobbin has turning handles 
and shaped pagoda-like horns that help 
guide the line on and off the reel. Miller’s 
reels are distributed widely by What’s Up. 

• The Leading Line Kitewinders are a 
group of nicely finished solid bobbins 
made in North Carolina and distributed 
by The Kite Site in DC. All have line tie- 
off holes, a helpful touch. The simplest 
one is the Model 5, a small bobbin with 
rigid handles, priced at about $5.95. The 
Model 10 at the same price is a large bob- 
bin without handles but with a cut-out 
hand grip. This became a favorite of ours 
—compact, easy to store and use. You can 
stop the line by throwing a loop through 
the hand grip and around one end. A little 
fancier is the Model 15, which gives you a 
choice of turning handles or cut-out hole 
grip and is around $8.95. Most “engi- 
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The ONLY kite with vent tabs 
that AUTOMATICALLY adjust 

to wind velocity! 


Precision engineered aerodynamically designed to fly in 
LOW TO EXTREMELY HIGH WINDS- 


Constructed of semi-rigid foam (Polystyrene) with a new 
process (Pat. Pend.) that makes it tough and durable. 


• BIG-OVER 5 SQ. FT. OF WING SURFACE 

• EXCELLENT STABILITY 

• ALL NON-CONDUCTIVE MATERIALS 

• WATERPROOF 

• EDUCATIONAL 

• COLORFUL 

• EASY TO ASSEMBLE 


DEALER INQUIRIES 

WRITE OR CALL (305) 247-4190 

CHARMYR • P.0. BOX 1666 DEPT. K • HOMESTEAD, FLA. 33030 
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Charlie Miller (frame) wood 10 4.2 6.3 3.0 1.0 1 & 6 N N Simply constructed. 

Charlie Miiler (solid) wood 11.3 5.2 8.0 3.2 0.75 1&6 Y N Flaring ends. 

Leading Line Model 5 wood 9.7 3.4 7.0 2.5 1.0 1 & 6 N N No moving parts. 

Leading Line Model 10 wood 11.2 5,5 7.5 3.4 0.7 none N 1 Husky. 

Leading Line Model 15 wood 11.0 5.5 7.0 3.1 0.7 1 &6 Y 1 Large handles. 

Leading Line Model 20 wood 11.5 5.4 9.3 3.8 1.0 1 & 6 or 5 Y N Extra handle for position 2. 

Skyfield Twin-Arm hardwood 9.5 5.1 8.2 3.5 1.2 1 & 6 or 5 Y N Extra handle for position 2. 

The Handle hardwood 12.0 4.7 9.5 2.7 0,9 none N 1 Sculptural shape. 

CODE: Y - Yes, N - No; RATINGS: P = Poor, F - Fair, G * Good, VG * Very Good, E * Excellent 


What's Mew 

. . .Continued 

neered” of the lot is the Model 20, at 
about $13.50, which has no cutout grip 
but has a removable handle which can be 
placed at the center for fast launch layout. 
You have to be careful not to lose the 
little attaching parts on the field in ex- 
change for this advantage. 

• The Handle is the creation of a kiter 
who renovates MG cars and has a taste 
for solid oak. The attractive contours of 
this large, comfortable grip hole bobbin 
provide a natural feel and simple handling 
for mid-size kites. The craftsmanship is 
outstanding for the $12 or so tab. Distri- 
buted by What’s Up, it’s in many shops. 

• The Skyfield Twin-Arm Kite Reel is a 
frame bobbin which, like the Leading 
Line Model 20, has a two-gear advantage 
by a removable handle, held with a cotter 
pin. Fine crafting shows in the finished 
wood (our sample was solid oak), extra 
feed-out handle, steel cross bars and bolts 
and 5-year guarantee. The Skyfield Reel 
seems fairly priced at $16 postpaid, but 
a flat body version at $11 (not seen in 
time for this review, assumed also to be a 
good value) may compete better with the 
Leading Line reels. Also a strong new bob- 
bin by Shanti which we’ve seen in proto- 
type has two handle positions. This ad- 
vantage of two arms on a bobbin was 


used in 1977-79 by the L-I Variable 
Speed reel, if not by others before it, so 
the idea is not new. Apparently the design 


Books 


By Valerie Govig 


has been independently reinvented by 
several makers. We hope the increasingly 
sophisticated kite market will give all these 
bobbins-and other reels— a good whirl. 


A HUNGARIAN PELHAM 

Sarkanyepites [Kitemaking], by Bodoczky 
Istvan, illustrated by the author (Budapest: 
Technical Publishing Co., 1982), 207 pages, 
83 Forint (in Hungary). 

“It’s a great book!” exclaimed my 
friend Kal Illyefalvi, who is Hungarian. 

“That’s easy for you to say,” I moaned, 
unable to read the Hungarian text. Kal 
went raving on about the book’s contents: 
kite history and types, aerodynamics, 
wind, safety, launching and flying, alti- 
tude gauging, trains and manlifters, kite 
dueling and, finally, kitemaking, using 
materials available in Hungary. 

Without reading the book, though, one 
can still appreciate the delicate drawings, 
which are admirably correct and consis- 
tent in style. The pages of knots and reels 
well exemplify the artist’s deft hand. Near- 
ly half of the book is given to kite plans, 
which are drawn fully enough for a 
builder who has absorbed the techniques 
outlined. Some of the kites are only 
variants of “generics,” but even so the 
number is extensive and includes some 
rather rare designs, such as the Pomorsev, 


a Russian box kite of 1910. Of special 
interest are a nicely detailed Marconi jib 
kite, a rotor, and a delightful two-page 
spread of paper kites. Several recent 
designs are included, such as the Waldof 
box kite, Helen Bushell’s fluted kite, the 
Flexifoil (called Foilflex in Hungarian - 
and drawn complete with bridling and 
control bar details), the Dunford Flying 
Machine, the Peter Powell stunter and 
some individual inventions by Takaji 
Kuroda (convertible cubics), Tsutomu 
Hiroi (raincoat kite) and Oscar Bailey 
(asymmetrical kite). The debt to Kite 
Lines is obvious and acknowledged. 

The book ends with a bibliography 
and a portfolio of color photographs of 
kites that apparently were all made by 



© Bodoczky Istvan. Budapest, 1982. 


Istvan, using materials at hand. The camera 
skills are adequate to show the kites, if 
rarely imaginative. However, the book as 
a whole shows a great deal of care, time 
and work in several disciplines: research, 
kitemaking, writing, drawing. 

As Kal said, it’s a great book if you 
read Hungarian, and we hope it will fly 
some kite ideas behind the iron curtain. 

But would a non-Hungarian want a 
copy of Sarkanyepites ? Maybe yes: for an 
alternative source of many competent 
kite drawings; for the plans not available 
in other books, such as the Pomorsev, the 
Waldof box and the Flexifoil; for the color 
pictures as inspiration ; or just to complete 
a library. Not least of value, if this book 
reaches a wide audience, is the seed of 
friendship it could plant among peoples. 


CORRECTION 

In our review in the previous issue of Kite 
Lines of the republished Kites: An Histor- 
ical Survey, by Clive Hart, we failed to 
note that the new volume contains more 
than 30 new photographs and line draw- 
ings. We regret the oversight. 
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Available at fine department and specialty stores and in kite shops from coast to coast or 
direct from THE KITE FACTORY. Add $2.00 per order postage/handling in U.S. and Can- 
ada. Washington residents add sales tax. 


BULLET kite, one of our all-time favorites, designed and 
patented by Ed Grauel. combines the liveliness of a sled and 
me stability of a parafoil Double airfoil surface for extra lift 
and ramjet action Rolls up for storage in boat or backpack, 
always ready tor flight Multicolor npstop nylon, complete 
with drogue 22.50 

MINIFOIL, original vest pocket version of the '‘soft" kite, 
packed with line in its own drogue /pouch, ideal for back- 
packers and sailors. Kite itself weighs less than an ounce 
folds to 7" x 2" in pouch, made of colorful ripstop nylon 17.50 

SPORTSKITE, our newest vest-pocket soft’ kite a self- 
stiffened sled with no sticks to break Like the Mimfoil rt folds 
into its own drogue pouch. As the wind-stiffened cells are 
open at both ends, it is easy to recover in water, ideal for 
boaters Multi-color ripstop nylon 17.50 

STRIPED OPEN KEEL DELTA, our own exclusive ramjet keel 
kite in brilliant multi-color stripes, predominantly red. hot pink, 
orange, green and blue, 60" wing span 24.00 

BEN FRANKLIN sled kite, with reproduction of fine engraving 
of America's most distinguished kiteflier Tailored in TYVEK 
spun-bonded Olefin 6.00 

Braided nylon KITELINE, 100 lb test. 500' 5.00 

FLIGHTUBE kit, preferred by many for flying all medium to 
heavy kites, special fiber tube 4ft inches in diameter by 12" 
long, with nylon tote bag 4.00 

KITE CARRYALL, zippered nylon pack-cloth kite bag, 6" 
diameter by 50" long, rust-red to blend with your fine luggage, 
with black nylon webbing shoulder straps 22.50 

New Fly me MINI-INSTRUCTIONAL PACKET with 30 easy- 
to-assemtrie. easy-to-fly plain white paper bag kites, so kids 
can decorate their own. Teacher’s guide included Ideal for 
schools, Cub Scouts, Brownies, etc 5 95 plus $1 50 post- 
age/handling. 

We also make America's most unique ADVERTISING PRE- 
MIUM KITES m both paper and plastic, with your own design 
or imprinted with your logo. Write on business letterhead tor 
samoies and orices. 



Post Office Box 9081, Seattle, Washington 98109 


CAREYS KITE WINDER 

Makes Kite Flying A Breeze 

HIGH STRENGTH - DURABILITY • PRACTICALLY INDESTRUCTIBLE 


The kite winder 
you have been 
waiting for! 


Buy the recommended lest line for your kite 


•Plus $2 00 UPS In Ihe USA 
(Airmailed Overseas & 
Canada for $3 60) 


AT YOUR 
NEAREST 
KITE STORE 

Dealer Inquiries Invited. 

Carey’9 Kite Winder 

7671 North Ave. f 

Lemon Grove, Ca. 92045 

(619) 697-8557 

(Calif, residents add state sales tax) 


lIP 


^ .. 


Can also be used for 
the following: 

1. Fishing 

2. Surgical line for 
glider planes and 
mini blimps 

3. Dual Control Kites 

4 . Water ski rope 

5. Plumb line 

6. Extension Cords 

7. Other uses also 


CAREY I, designed for smaller 
kites and light pulling winds. 
Holds 2 miles of test line. Red, 
while, blue, yellow, orang, 
black. $8.98 

CAREY II, SUPER STRENGTH 
designed for Snowflakes, Flow 
Form Parifoils, and Deltas of 
comparable pull. Line stretch 
will not crush winder. Yellow. 
$10.98 

Free turning handles usable by 
right or left handed. 

One turn of handle retrieves 1 
ft. of line and will retrieve 500 
ft. of line in 60 seconds. 
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THE 

HARPERS FERRY 
ONE-PIECE 
DELTA 



By Margaret Greger 


Here I am at the Maryland Kite Society’s 
Kite Retreat in February at Harpers Ferry, 
West Virginia, feeling a lot like Alice in 
Wonderland. There are wonders to be 
seen here. There’s Len Conover with a 
pole that expands to the length of the 
room, and he’s floating his kites from the 
tip of it. Bill Bigge is over here, and you 
can barely see what he’s doing— everything 
he touches shrinks out of sight. Bill 
Tyrrell, the legendary Fabric Lady (a White 
Rabbit if I ever saw one) is making plans 
to wrap the whole sky in the biggest Ameri- 
can flag ever, so that the next eclipse will 
come to us courtesy of the Fabric Lady. 

If there is a Mad Hatter’s hat in all 
this, then it must be where the Harpers 
Ferry One-Piece Delta was pulled from. 
At least I think that’s where Mel Govig 
found this sweet little fabric kite. Start to 
finish, you can make it in 30 minutes, 
and it will smile in the sky like the 
Cheshire Cat’s grin. 

Delta ancestry may go back to the 
pterodactyls, but the immediate fore- 
bears of the Harpers Ferry Delta are 
Burton and Rita Marks, Margaret Greger, 
Mel Govig and Alice Mackey. The gusset- 
keeled paper bag delta from Kites for 
Kids, by Burton and Rita Marks, was first 
translated to high-density polyethylene 
(bag) by me for a simple classroom kite. 
Then Mel Govig saw the completed kite, 
with the keel folded forward out of the 
sail material, as a pattern for a delta in fab- 
ric. It would allow the fringe to be cut off- 
grain along with the kite, to flare away in 
a lovely partial bias. Alice Mackey sewed 
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the first sample, gathering from the group 
such tips as Angela Dittmar’s for the no- 
break-in-the-stitching sequence for the 
keel. The kite flew so well, especially for 
a small delta, that we were all astounded. 
Like the Harpers Ferry experience, this 
little kite shows there’s no Wonderland 
like the colleagueship of kiting minds. 

MATERIALS 

• lVi yards of .5- or .75-oz. rip-stop nylon 
fabric (spinnaker cloth, coated). Yardage 
36 ,f wide or wider will make three kites. 

• Dowels, V» dia.: two 14 M and two 17 u 

• Dowel, Vts' 1 dia.: one 7 11 (I used a bam- 
boo skewer, or V 1 dia. dowel will do) 

• Thread and optional grommet 

TOOLS 

Hot cutter, sewing machine, yardstick or 
straightedge, optional grommet setter. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Make a tagboard pattern of the kite’s 
outline. (This is a first-time step only and 
also is optional if you want to work direct- 
ly on the fabric.) 

2. Fold the fabric end to end. Place the 
“fold” edge of the pattern on the fold of 
the material, the long edge of the pattern 
on the selvage. 

3. Cut out the kite with a hot cutter, 
using a yardstick for straight cutting. 
Using a pencil on the fabric, mark the 
center spine line (base of the keel), the 
base line (or trailing edge) of the kite and 
the spreader spar pocket position lines 
(Dia. 1). With hot cutter, cut fringe. (Yard- 
stick may be used as a fringe width guide.) 

4. Without opening the kite, stitch as 
shown (Dia. 2), beginning l A u from the 
top, going around the entire keel, and 
backstitching at beginning and end for 
security. Specifically, the stitching goes 
like this: (1) exactly on the spine line 
which separates the keel from the body 


of the kite, (2) as close as possible to the 
free edge of the sleeve (edgestitching) for 
snug casings, (3) V from the fold along 
the top of the keel, (4) back down the 
base of the keel again, this time V4”, with- 
in the keel, from the previous stitching. 
There should be room at the kite’s nose 
for inserting the center spine and the keel 
reinforcement spar. 

5. Open the kite, carefully separating the 
sealed edges (using a thin blade). 

6. Using scrap material or l% w -wide rib- 
bon (preferably heavier than the kite fab- 
ric), form two pockets to be attached to 
the kite and to hold the spreader spar as 
illustrated (Dia. 3), stitching as shown. 

7. Turn l A hems on the side (wing) edges, 
clipping Va^ of fabric at the kite’s nose 
(about % n down from the tip) and stitch- 
ing to form wing spar sleeves, aligning the 
two stitched pockets on the marked posi- 
tion lines (11 M from each end of the wing) 
and catching each pocket on its long 
folded edge in the seam on each wing. 
Stitch a second time (edgestitching) for 
snug sleeves (Dia. 4), closing the trailing 
tips of the wings across the base line. 

8. About V4 fl from the keel tip, insert a 
grommet for towing. (A loop of cord put 
in with a large needle will also work.) 

9. Insert dowels as follows: the 7 ,f spar in 
the keel sleeve; the 14 ,! spar in the center 
spine sleeve; the 17 ,f spars in the side 
(wing) sleeves. The remaining 14 11 dowel 
is the spreader and goes into the spreader 
spar pockets. If the spreader seems too 
loose, use a longer spar (14 l /2-15 n )- 

NOTES 

Using V/i yards of fabric gives you a kite 
or kites with 6 M of fringe, but with more 
yardage you can make the fringe longer if 
desired. I have scaled this kite up 1 Vi 
times for another good little flier, framed 
with 3 'i6 U -dia. dowels. Other sizes are re- 
maining to be explored. ^ 
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AWALDOF ON YOUR LINE 
PUTS YOU HIGH ABOVE THE REST 


Prof. Waldofs* Kites. Celestial seducers... surpassing ail others in 
the sky; captivating with their spectacular performance, their splendid, vibrant 
colors; the ultimate in appeal for their beauty, versatility, durability. 


Magic 
Box Kite 


PROF WALDOF S. . . Box and 
Star Kites The ultimate in quality, 
versatility, durability and performance. 


Carried by fine kite, toy and hobby shops throughout the world. 

CMHflT^<UP 

4500 Chagrin River Road, Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44022. (216) 247-4222 
‘Exclusive U.S. agent. Wholesale to the trade only. Dealer inquiries Invited. 


DEEPSliY 
REELS: 
SOLENT £ 
SHOOTERS 


dia. 

Solent 

Shooters 

6W' 

$62 

$56 

T 

66 

61 

IVf 

72 

66 

8” 

81 

70 

9” 

91 

n.a 


All prices include 
air mail shipping. 



Crafted to last and be handed down to your grandchildren. Individually 
handmade in an 80-step operation, each reel has stainless-steel-lined 
winding handles, 3 / W steel spindle with ballraces and cones, copper grip 
and pigskin wrist strap. SOLENT Reels are of 1 1 g. aluminum with birch 
multi-ply line guard. SHOOTERS Reels are all birch multi-ply . Kiter's name 
and address etched on reel free. Orders sent by return mail if in stock, 
otherwise 20 to 30 days. (Deluxe Solent Reel available with internal 
expanding brake, fiberglass backplate, 9" dia., $185. including nylon 
webbing harness; made to order in 30 days.) Trade inquiries invited. 

Patrick O’Driscoll 

18 Myrtle Road. Southampton, England SOI 60Q 



"FOR OUTA SIGHT 
FLIGHTS" 

/KV/CRRP6R/ 
KIT €/ 

Highland Sta. Box 11149 
Denver, CO 802TI 
(303)433-9518 
Wholesale inquiries 
invited. 



with the Maryland Kite Society 
at historic Harpers Ferry, West Virginia 


Great weekends away-from-it-all are held 
twice a year for kite enthusiasts by the 
Society. Join us August 19, 20 and 21 
and/or in February 1984 at Hilltop House, 
a quaint hotel with great food, overlook- 
ing the scenic confluence of the Potomac 
and Shenandoah Rivers. Share in morning- 
to-night “show-and-tell 1 ' sessions and 
kiting camaraderie. Charges are only to 
cover costs, approximately $50 per person 
per day, double occupancy (meals includ- 
ed with lodging). A one-day ($50) deposit 
must be made beforehand. (Rates for 
partial stays are available— ask about 
them.) For further information, contact: 
Arnold Simon, 3701 Menlo Drive, Balti- 
more, MD 21215, tel: 301-367-5931. 



Nantucket 
Kiteman 

Box 508 
Marsh Hawk's Way 
Nantucket, MA 02554 
617-228-2297 

WHOLESALE & MAIL ORDER 
□ Designer fabrics □ Quality kites □ Sensible prices □ Courteous attention 

Al & Betty Hartig, 
Makers of fabric kites since 1 965. 
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The Kite Lines Bookstore 

serving the ki ters reading needs by mail 

We lament the kite books taken out of print recently. Snap up your books NOW! 




SAHKANVtPtlES 


& 


ass 


as? 


* 


NEW IMPORTS! 

Sarkanyepites (Kite making}, by Bodoczky Istvan; in 
Hungarian ; many fine drawings (Waldof Box, Flexi- 
foil); 24 pp. of color photos; 207 pp. hardbound, $16.95 
V lie gets Zelf Maken [Kites SelfmadeJ, by Harm van Veen; in 
Dutch; very original; 111 pp. paperback, $11.95 
Bessatsu Bijutsu Techo , Winter 1982, special kite 
issue of art magazine; in Japanese; beautiful 
photos throughout; 216 pp. paperback, $7.95 
Kite Trains Making, by Eiji Ohashi; innovative; 

56 pp. (8 color), full-size pattern; paperback, $7.95 
Kite Cookery, by Don Dun ford; easy kites, aerody- 
namics, line drawings; 47 pp. paperback $2.25 

Bermuda Kites, by Frank W Arlington; 5 kite types, 
variations, good drawings; 24 pp. paperback, $2.25 
Make Mine Fly , by Helen Bushed; kite theories, full- 
size Australian Trefoil plans; 40 pp. paperback, $3.5C 



Kites to Make and Fly, by David Pelham; 10 inventive sculptural kites to 
cut out and fly; back cover becomes a reel; full color, paperback, $14.95 
GREAT CLASSICS: The Art of the Japanese Kite , by Tal Streeter; pro- 
files of Japan’s kite artists; many color photos, 181 pp. paperback, $9.95 
Chinese Kites, in rich colors by David F. Jue; 51 pp. hardbound. . .$6.50 
Penguin Book of Kites, Pelham’s major book; 227 pp. paperback, $8.95 
25 Kites that Fly, old reliable by Leslie Hunt; 110 pp. paperback, $1.95 



MARGARET GREGER’S 


nice books (paperbacks); 
Blown Sky High, 81 pp., 
$5; More Simple Kites, 
21 pp., $2: Simple Fab- 
ric Kites, 45 pp., $4; 
or all three for. . .$10 





Paperbacks by kiters: 
Kites, Kites, Kites, by 
Bruce Mitton,128pp„ 
$6.95; Kites Aussie 
Style, by Wayne Hos- 
king, 120 pp., $6.95; 
Make Your Own Kite 
(new kites), by John 
Jordan; 90pp., S5.95 




NEW BOOKS! Important and handsome kite source books now available. 
Genius at Work: Images of Alexander Graham Bell, by Dorothy H. Eber; rich 
recollections of Bell and his kites; 132 photos; 192 pp. hardbound, $16.95 
Kites: An Historical Survey, by Clive Hart; revised ed. of the definitive book 
of kite history; many illustrations; bibliography; 210 pp. paperback , $13.95 

SCARCE BOOKS! 

World on a String, 
publisher’s last stock, 
kite history book by 
Jane Yolen ; 144 pp. 
hardbound. . .$5.99 
Kites, comprehensive 
book of newer kites, 
techniques, stunters 
and patents; excel- 
lent drawings; auto- 
graphed by author 
Ron Mou 1 ton ; 208 pp. 
hardbound. ..$15.95 





; The Kite lines Bookstore 


Minimum 

Order 

$10.00 


Quan. 

Title \ & Author 

Price per 
Book 

Price 






























For gifts or more titles, please attach a separate sheet. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State, Zip 


Subtotal 
for Books 
Shipping 
& Handling 

MD residents add 5% tax 

(foreign orders add 
estimated shipping) 


$2.00 


JUUULftJUULflJUUUUUUU^^ 


Our Guarantee Always; You must be satisfied or you may return 
items within 10 days of receipt for full cash refund. No questions asked. o 

'ftinnnrGinnnnnnnrtnnnnnn^ 


a 


SHIPPING: Our policy is to ship within 
56 hours of order receipt. We notify you 
of any delay beyond this. We use postal 
service or UPS as appropriate. Sorry, no 
CODs. For airmail, add estimated extra. 


CREDIT CARD CHARGES 

Please charge above order to my credit card; 
□ VISA Q MasterCard 

Account Number 


Make check or money order payable to 
Kite Lines. All foreign orders must be 
paid in U.S. dollars and through a U.S. 
bank or by international or postal 
money order. 

TOTAL 
AMOUNT 
ENCLOSED 



.Cardholder’s Signature. 


Expiration Date 

#7% Charges may be ordered by telephone 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. EST 
45ft Telephone 301-484-6287 ' 

Clip and send to: Kite Lines, 7106 Campfield Road, Baltimore, MD 21207, USA. 











ARE YOU MISSING SOMETHNG? 




BACK ISSUES of KITE LINES are a 
wealth of information and ideas! Readers 
tell us they regard KITE LINES as an 
education in the art and sport of kiting- 
more of a reference source than a maga- 
zine because of the timeless and hard-to- 
find nature of its contents. And because 
new information and ideas keep popping 
up in kiting, we don't expea to repeat ourselves editorially. 

Of our 14 back issues, 6 are still available in original copies and 8 in 


microfilm (fiche format), 
sell out, it is our policy to make them im- 
mediately available in microfilm at the 
same price so that the serious kiter need 
never miss an issue entirely. We suggest 
you ask for back copies first at your near- 
est kite store. If they can't fill your order, 
use the order form in this issue (page 47) 
to get your copies from us. For your reference, a list of contents 
of issues is given below BACK ISSUES ARE $2.50 EACH, 4 FOR $9 


SPRING 1977 (Vol. 1, No. 1): 

Outrigger Kite Plans; Brummitt's Kite Categories; Exhibits: New York. 
Paris; Profile: Paul Garber; Two Marconi Kite Plans; Glue Gun Use; Festi- 
vals of Japan— Streeter; Magazine's History- Ingraham; Tail Talk; Bag Kite. 

SUMMER 1977 (Vol. 1, No. 2): 

Which Is the Perfect Kite?; Person- Lifting Kites; Trains: Proposed Stan- 
dards for World Records, Profile: Mike Weletyk, Van Gilder's Train, Tom 
Van Sant's Trampoline; Pfund on Controllables; Greger's Dutch Kite. 
FALL 1977 (Vol. 1, No. 3): 

Gull Delta Plans; Tail Spiec. 

Guatemala; Wea 1 
lyzed; Seattle 
Greger's Vietnam! 

WINTER 1977-78 JVol 
Medieval Dragon 
posium— Compar 
Shipping K ites— iTTtjraharn; 


e C.P.S.C. vs. the Aluminized Dragon. 



I Saints Day in 
hing; Reels Ana- 
ites— Ingraham; 


(hedral KiteSym- 
s Jubilee Year; 
Hundreds of Kids. 


FALL 1979 (Vol. 2, No. 4): 

Sri Lanka Craftsmanship; Symposium on Monumentality in Kites, Japan's 
Giants and the Bedsheet O’dako— lanuzzi; Profile: Louise Crowley, 
Trebilcock's Lighthouse Kite Fishing; Kurle's Super Conyne Plans 

WINTER 1979-80 (Vol. 3, No. 1): 

Rotors Reviewed. Grauel's Shooting Arrow and Bull's-Eye Target Kites, 
Profile: Ham's Parafoils; Allison's death; Robinson's Facet Kite; Inven- 
tion of the Flex ifoil— Streeter; Events in Beulah Valley, CO; Kill Devil 
Hills; Seattle; Manassas; The Miracle of Sagamihara— Poehler. 

SPRING-SUMMER 1980 (Vol. 3, No. 2): 

Searching for the Real Will Yolen; David-Goliath Kite Story; Tetrahedra 
Variations— Bevan Brown; Kite Aerial Photography: Who's Done It and 
How; Shirone’s Largest Kite; How to Bridle a Japanese Giant— Van Gilder. 

FALL 1980 (Vol. 3, No. 3): ^ VW Tf ■! 

Scheveningen ^ 11 


k okkaku; Profile: 
if Kites (poster); 
VasweM's Figure Kiting; Cerf- 
Issues; Publishing Kite Tales— Ingraham. 


SPRING-SUMMER 1978 (Vol. 2 

Rogallo Corner 
J. C. Young; Fie: _ 

Kite Festivals ark, 

Volant Club de France. Safety 
SPRING 1979 (Vol^N^^ TW 

Reels Roundup; Wag Gilder's Reel Oisijn, fokyp ancffimithsonian Kite 
Exhibits; Streete^ryWiyl^gJ j^JSe WrfeJrnSsnslirWna in Nags Head; 
Braswell's Two-Stung Delta; Profile. Stephen Bernstein's Chinese Bird Kite. 
SUMMER 1979 (Vol. 2, No. 3): 

Flow Form Kite Plans; Marshalls' Nylon Cutting Technique; AKA's First 
Meeting and the Grand National Festival in Ocean City, 

MD; Brummitt-The Sky Is Big Enough for All of Us. 


E.C.C.'s Largest Ki 
Cubics; SpendloW 

WINTER-SPRING 1981 (Vol, 

Dieppe Festival -JQsS 
What Is DELT 
Whippo; KiteClu! 


lecords in Kiting, 
la's Convertible 
Mountain's Hornbeam Sled Kite. 



|e; Falcon Review; 
odel Airplane— 
aflare— Gilbey; Indoor Duration Record. 

1): 

l;The Marshalls, 
pass Plans; MKS 
C; New Records 

for Largest and l!ongest Kites; NYC Kite/Helicopter Conflict. 


SUMMER-FALL 1981 (Vol. 4, No 

Cerf-Volant AeriaJ 
Father & Son, 

Kite Retreat; Pr<|fF 



SEE ORDER FORM ON PAGE 47 


FIRST QUARTER 1982 (Vol. 4, 

Best of Show— VersqtfplJf 
Figl 



Utri 


tters profile; 
on, India's 
apperT Singapore, Venice Pier Festivals. 


REPRINTS of popular articles from Kite Lines! 
available as a service to readers 

Bulk rates available on request. 

“Hundreds of Sleds, Hundreds of Smiles’* 



“New American Tradition: Kite Festivals! 
and How to Build One of Your Own" 

By Valerie Govig. Thorough guidance in 
festival organizing: rationales, standards, date 
setting, locating, budgeting, competitive/non- 
competitive formats, comprehensive judging, 
field events, awards, more. Includes Red 
Braswell’s “Figure Kiting” $3.00 ppd. 

“Mastering Nylon, or— Everything about Ny- 
lon that I've Learned from Experience. . 

By G. William Tyrrell, Jr. Nylon types, 
tools, “hot/cold" cutting, coloring methods, 
seams, hems, edge binding, reinforcements, 
multicolor piecing, design transferring, 
washing/ironing nylon. Source list includes 
addresses and prices $1.75 ppd. 


By Shirley B. Osborne and Mel Govig. 
A third grade teacher’s successful school- wide 
kite day and the many educational values 
she drew from it. Also, how to handle groups 
of up to 500 kids in kitemaking, indoors or 
out— preparing the materials, the sled kite 
design, tips and insights $.50 + SASE 

“World Records in Kiting: Questions, 

Answers & Challenges" 

By Valerie Govig. Complete discussion of 
kite records— how to document one, defini- 
tions and rules to observe in seeking a re- 
cord, list of currently recognized records, 
new categories of world kite records (more 
than Guinness lists) $.50 + SASE 
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n Annual 
Washington State 
International 
Kite Festival 

August 27, 1983 
Long Beach. Wash. 
Kite Contest & Prizes 


Most imaginative homemade kite, also any World 
records broken during the Festival. Come see the 
Edmonds College Kite Team txy 
for another Guinness World Record. 
Demonstrations by Kite Experts. 


For information contact; 

Kite Festival. P.O. Box 797. Long Beach. WA 98631 



*C{S 7 TO ; 0 

r\ 

TOl/G* _ 
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Available at 

<V * 

/'-> most Kite Stores. 

Manufactured by: 
International Kite Co. 
3260 T’ St. San Diego, 
California. 92102. 

Tel: 714 233-0727. 


% E E 1-2. UIC ¥» 


kitewinder 


RETRIEVES THREE-QUARTERS OF A MILE OF 30 LB. LINE IN 10 MINUTES 


For the novice or avid kiteflyer 
here is the ultimate in kiteflying. 
Compare this unique design to any 
other make or model and you will 
choose the REEL-QUICK with these 
outstanding features: 


Retrieves 28" per revolution 
Easy compound breaking action 
Low friction for easy playout 
Sturdy construction 


SEND 19.95 plus 3.00 shipping 



Money back guarantee 


REEL-QUICK CO. 


2463 DULZURA AVE. SAN DIEGO, CALIF. 92104 
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The Rokkaku Kite Team 


Emulating the Japanese is not easy. Both 
in spirit and in form, Japan’s kite customs 
almost require that the participant be 
born in the culture. Yet with audacity 
and thoroughness, Bevan Brown has re- 
packaged some of the ideas from Japanese 
traditions and presented them in the form 
of a challenge adapted to American and 
western cultures. 

He is not the first to do so. Larry 
Ambrose of Denver, CO, mounted a major 
battle of Edo-style kites a few years back. 
The Maryland Kite Society prepared a 
show of “bedsheet o’dakos” made by 
several members following plans by Pete 
lanuzzi. Rick Kinnaird and his Cody Kite 
Crew, though they used a western kite, 
attained the mass frenzy that Japan 
knows and Bevan admires. It was seeing 
the Hamamatsu kite festival on video at a 
brunch during the 1982 AKA convention 
that sparked Bevan and others to develop 
their ideas. 

The Rokkaku Team Challenge package 
includes: 

Physical Elements 

1. A large kite of 40 to 50 sq.ft, in 
area. This size was selected as the best 
balance between drama and manageability 
for two people. The Rokkaku is the sug- 
gested first design “because it is easy to 
make, flies well and is a good surface for 
decoration.” 

2. A crew of two or more people, 
coordinated in making and flying the kite, 
uniformed, choreographed, etc. 

3. Optionally (as possible within estab- 
lished contests), awards may be given to 
“outstanding kites, team uniforms and 
accessories, team spirit, or other categories 
yet to be developed.” 

Spiritual Elements 

1. Systematic competition is banned, 
in the true Japanese spirit. 

2. Befogged and sublimated competi- 
tion is encouraged. Alternative triggers to 
excitement are sought— or, as Bevan says, 
“appropriate enthusiastic noises and run- 
ning back and forth.” 

The results of the teams’ efforts will 
surely produce spectacular kites and a lot 
of fun. But the best part of the “plan” is 
the way it allows for uncertainty, surprise, 
even shock. It is a good way of thinking 
about kites, and at least two big Rokkakus 
are to come out of wraps during the 
spring of 1983. V.G. 



A handsome rokkaku kite by Leland Toy, editor 
of KITE FLYER, the San Francisco Bay area 
newsletter. Lee has been on a motorcycle tour of 
kite friends around the U.S. In Pennsylvania he 
stayed at The Fabric Lady Co. long enough to 
make a rokkaku, inspired by the "challenge." 


a few things 
to know about 
the Sanjo 
Rokkaku 

By Valerie Govig 

Most of what America knows of this great 
classic kite of Japan has probably been 
imparted to us by Tal Streeter. In his 
book,* his workshops and in person, Tal 
often talks of the rokkaku. The design is 
just over 100 years old, he says— which 
seems strange at first because we know 
the hexagon is an old kite, a favorite of 
Greece and Latin America. The rokkaku 
(pronounced with the accent on the last 
syllable) was originally made with two 
diagonal cross members, but was changed 
for “fighting.” The two horizontal cross 
sticks and single spine now make the 
rokkaku livelier and more maneuverable. 

Is the kite exclusively Japan’s? True, 


*Tal Streeter, The Art of tbe Japanese Kite 
(New York: Weatherhill, 1974), chapters 1 and 
2. Essential reading for rokkaku fanatics. 


it is an elongated hexagon, as Baden- 
Powell’s Levitor was, but the Levitor’s 
proportions are different, and it appears 
the rokkaku and Levitor were independent 
developments. Too, as Streeter and others 
have noticed, the rokkaku could have 
been made by Eddy if he had thought to 
overlay one of his kites upside down on 
another to form one kite. 

The name of the kite, Sanjo rokkaku , 
is taken from a town, Sanjo, near Shirone, 
in the Niigata prefecture. For the famous 
Shirone village battle, local kitemakers 
produce big, utilitarian rokkakus. Small 
(two- to three-foot) rokkakus, more ele- 
gantly crafted and with traditional paint- 
ings on them, are made by masters such 
as Toranosuke Watanabe. Raised in the 
apprentice system that maintains the 
continuity of traditional Japanese arts, 
Watanabe makes about 5000 kites a year.t 

Tal’s workshops (sometimes also led 
by his wife, Dorothy Ann, or his student 
Atsushi Moriyasu) are full of the lore of 
the rokkaku as well as practical tips for 
building an “American” version using an 
18 x 21 -inch sheet of wasbi (Japanese 
handmade paper) and dowel (in place of 
bamboo). Degree of bowing varies and 
tails are permitted— though they are not 
much seen in Japan. A typically organic 
Japanese touch is the incomplete cutting 
away of the corners of the paper to fit 
the frame, leaving little tabs to hang loose 
like a lock of hair astray over an earlobe. 
In many respects the kite is traditional 
rokkaku: the upright fits behind the two 
cross sticks; the four-point bridle is made 
of two exact-length strings marked with 
pen and brought together and tied an 
inch or two aft of the top center cross 
point. Bridling of the Shirone fighter 
rokkaku diverges from this; a strong 
center line is flanked by two weak side 
legs through which opponent kites can 
saw to unbalance and topple the kite. 

In any challenge such as this, where 
there is no decisive elimination of one 
kite by another, the determination of a 
“winning” kite is not always obvious. 
A downed kite may drag its victor into 
the village canal with it. The crowd’s 
responses affect the perceptions of what 
may or may not be a “victory.” New 
kites rise as soon as others are fallen and 
no one seems to count them or “referee” 
the action. American emulation doubtless 


tWatanabe rokkaku kites may be purchased 
through the Canadian importer Fujin. 
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Challenge. ■ posed by Bevan Brown 


will not employ quantities of kites but a 
single durable team rokkaku reinforced 
only by plenty of preparation for field 
repairs, recoveries, adjustments and psy- 
chological warfare. 

Rokkakus fly at a high angle and with 
a pleasing stability in steady winds. They 
are, however, easily jarred off course in 
changing breezes or when struck by an 
opponent kite. No amount of skill or 
experience can prevent this, an inherent 
characteristic of the kite. Fliers need to 
be prepared mentally for a high-risk kite 
experience. 

Tautness and slack in the right places 
are important for the rokkaku. The lead- 
ing edge needs tautness, and fabric models 
should be made with straight grain there, 
not bias, which places stretch and distor- 
tion in the sail. However, beware of the 
extreme of tautness that results from 
making the kite to fit a bowed frame. 
Pete Ianuzzi’s second rokkaku, made with 
a smooth skin, fell like a rock from the 
sky. His first, “sloppily made” rokkaku 
had flown like a bird. He learned that the 



A classic rokkaku works out to about five units 
wide by six units tall. The cross spars are located 
at points about 1.25 units of the spine's length 
within each end of the spine. Proportions or 
dimensions, though, are not fixed or absolute. 
Bridle points are indicated by Xs for smaller 
rokkakus, by circles for "fighting" rokkakus. 

kite should be built as a flat kite, so that 
the bowing later applied creates pocketing 
and dihedral through the kite’s midsection. 


Rokkaku kites may utilize any of 
several covering materials, spars and con- 
struction methods. Those of you who 
have been trying to grow bamboo will 
have an opportunity to use it here. No 
“modern” synthetic spars are better than 
bamboo for the rokkaku, but availability 
is not what it is in Japan.** The impor- 
tant feature for any large rokkaku is 
tension adjustability at the comers, to 
allow for variation in humidity, wind and 
fabric fatigue. Tension can be controlled 
in various ways. 

The rokkaku may be as decorated as 
you wish, like those in Japan with their 
bold and colorful samurai. But perhaps 
the most beautiful rokkaku I have ever 
seen was one Tal Streeter made. All red 
nylon, with beautifully crafted bamboo 
spars, it was large and stirring in its easy 
power as it rose, a pure shape, to meet 
the sun. The rokkaku IS a challenge. "Q 

••Sources of bamboo in the U.S. are: some 
kite shops or the Bamboo and Rattan Works, 
Inc., 9th and Jefferson Streets, Hoboken, NJ 
07030, tel: 201-659-2710. 



Are you 
building a 
ROKKAKU KITE 
for the TEAM 
CHALLENGE? 



The Fabric Lady Co. has a Sanjo 
Rokkaku Kite KIT for you— 
to save you time shopping and 
scrounging for all the parts. This 
kit has everything to make your 
7 V 2 -ft beauty; top-grade precut 
rip-stop in your choice of colors, 
selected dowels, all binding, con- 
necting, reinforcing and bridling 
pieces— even carrying bag 
materials — plus complete plans 
and instructions by Mel Govig! 
Plans include dimensional and 
detail drawings of this classic 
hexagonal kite of Japan adapted 
to American materials. (Plans are 
also available separately at 
$3.50 -I- 500 shipping but are 
yours as part of the kit) Complete 
kit ppd. $50. Send your name, 
address and phone number with 
check or m.o. Also send your 
choice of main color and 2 addi- 
tional yards of extra colors you 
get in the kit 

THE FABRIC LADY CO. 

51 Layle Lane 
Doylestown, PA 18901 
215-348-1744 




Are you 
building a 
ROKKAKU KITE 
for the TEAM 
CHALLENGE? 



The Fabric Lady Co. has a 
special Savings offer 
for you: 15% off any order 
of fabric or fiberglass 
specifically for this kite. 

When you order from us, 
and part or all of your 
items are for the Rokkaku 
Team Challenge Kite, 
indicate which they are 
and take 1 5% off those 
prices. Additionally, 
shipping is free on 
those items! 



Bill and Mary Tyrrell 
THE FABRIC LADY CO. 

51 Layle Lane 
Doylestown, PA 18901 
215-348-1744 

P.S. Call or write us 
i bout our Team Challenge 
Rokkaku Kite kit! 
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Design Worl^hop 

The PETER LYNN BOX 


As interpreted by Mel Govig 

About two years ago I was looking (as 1 
usually am) for an unusual kite to build. 
Glancing back through old issues of Kite 
Lines, I chanced upon the huge box kite 
made and flown by Peter Lynn of New 
Zealand at the first American Kitefliers 
Association meeting in 1978. 

For the first time I was struck by the 
simplicity of the design, and I decided to 
see if I could scale it down. 

I based my model on 12-inch squares 
of fabric with 3 'i« -inch dia. dowel rods for 
spars. I cut the sails from scrap blue rip- 
stop nylon with unsuccessful silk screen 
printing on it. (After all, this was only 
going to be a prototype; 1 could make 
another kite later from good material.) 

Well, it worked beautifully and 1 
found myself flying it all the time. That 
first “prototype” has flown more than 
any other kite I ever built and, happily, 
has spawned many copies, from makers 
including Pete Ianuzzi, Bill Rutiser, Marty 
Lowell, Bill Kocher, Jon Burkhardt and, 
of course, Bill Tyrrell, recent builder of 
the 40-foot monster that ate Ocean City 
and west Detroit. 

Inspired by the see-it-do-it copiers, I 
felt an urge to share what Pete Ianuzzi calls 
“the best box design I have ever seen.” 

It has been suggested that a 60-degree 
triangle wing would be better— that a 
wider front wing but 45-to-90-degree rear 
wing would improve it— that guy lines 
here or there are needed— that a slight up- 
ward tilt of the rear cell would help— and 
so on and so on. I don’t know for sure 
that my version of the design is either the 
“best” or an accurate rendition of Peter 
Lynn’s. I do know that it works. 

A 34-to-36-inch version in .75-oz. rip- 
stop nylon and 3 A 6 -inch dia. dowels will 
fly in winds as low as 4 m.p.h. and up to 
18 m.p.h. The kite flies consistently at 
angles of greater than 60 degrees and up 
to 75 degrees. 

But the real fascination 1 have with this 
design comes from its pure economy and 
mathematical simplicity. Given a square of 
dimensions from 8V2 inches to 30 inches, 
all of the dimensions of the kite are func- 
tions of the natural angles subtended by 
the basic square. The one imperative is to 



choose sticks for the structure that will 
maintain the necessary rigidity. 



MATERIALS 

• Six squares of ny- 
lon or Tyvek in the 
dimensions of your 
choice. Here I am us- 
ing 1 2 3 4-inch squares 
only as an example. 

• A 2x1 2-inch piece of adhesive-back 
nylon (“crack-and-peel”) 

• 2 yards of grosgrain ribbon (or similar) 
There are only six sticks in this kite: 

• Two longerons twice the length of A 
(see drawing), or 36 inches in this example. 

• Two wing spars the length of A+B, or 
30 3 4 inches in this example. 

• Two vertical spreaders the length of B, 
or 12 3 4 inches in this example. 

Suggested spar materials, based on the 
length of member B: 


8 *4- 10 inches 
10-13 inches 
13-17 inches 
17-22 inches 

22-25 inches 


v. -inch dia. dowel 
3 '««-inch dia. dowel 
Vi-inch dia. dowel 
\ -inch dia.Graphlex 
or fiberglass tube 
7 / 16 -inch dia. dowel 


INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Measure and cut (preferably with a hot 
cutter or pencil soldering iron for fray- 
proofing) your six squares of nylon or 
Tyvek (12 3 4xl2 3 4 inches in this example). 

2. Stack three squares together and hot 
cut diagonally through all three. Repeat 
with the other three squares. This will 
give you four sets of three triangles, 
welded together at the long edges. 

3. Stack the triangle sandwiches two by 
two and cut about a half-inch off one end 
of each stack of two. At this point you 


should have two sets of six sails, each 
consisting of one set of three sails welded 
together and then welded again a half- 
inch from the end of another welded set 
of three sails. 



grosgrain ribbon (or similar material), or a 
long strip of rip-stop can be used). Sew 
the grosgrain ribbon, folded lengthwise, 
around the welded edge of the two sets of 
sails. This makes tubular housing for your 
longerons. Use a straight stitch, six to 
eight stitches to the inch, placed V^-inch 
from the open edge of the folded ribbon. 

5. For corner attachment points in this 
example, cut 12 pieces of adhesive 
backed (“crack-and-peel”) rip-stop in 
one-by-two-inch patches. Place one piece 
on the comer of each sail, folded so one 
inch is on one side and one inch is on the 
other side. Iron these adhesive patches on 



each of the sail corners with a dry iron on 
its lowest setting. 

6. Now with your hot cutter, bum a 3/ m - 
inch hole in each adhesive patch about 
V4-inch from each edge. 

7. Insert your longerons into the sleeves 
you formed with grosgrain ribbon. Cut off 
excess longerons and stitch the ends of the 
pockets closed with a needle and thread. 

8. With a hacksaw blade, notch the ends 
of the vertical spreaders and wing spars 
3/ t«-inch deep. (It is a bit tricky to notch 
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Drawings by Elizabeth Baile Douglas 



A 36-inch-long Peter Lynn Box in flight: top 
photograph views it from directly underneath; 
bottom photo views it from the side rear. 



Not as taut as the smaller ones is this 40-foot version by Bill Tyrrell and Bob Sessions. It flew 
well in windy Ocean City, MD, in September. Here in Detroit it flies briefly. These photographs 
plus the drawings of the Peter Lynn Box still leave some of this kite unrevealed. 


small dowels, but I do it a lot and have 
a filed-down hacksaw blade I use for small 
dowels and a pair of blades I bolted to- 
gether for wider notches/dowels.) Be care- 
ful to keep the notches at each end of the 
stick parallel to prevent twisting your sails. 



/ this / 

S3 


not this 


9. Now you're going to make pass-through 
holes for the wing spars. Locate and mark 
the center of each upper cell at the edge 
of the ribbon sleeve. (“Upper” in this 
case is arbitrary because this kite doesn’t 
know up from down or right from left. I 
like the wing stick to be at the back for 
aesthetics, so once it’s in place the back/ 
face relationship is established.) 

10. Using your hot cutter, melt a !4-inch 
hole through the sail at your mark (not 
through the ribbon or through the wing 
or lower box sail). You are now ready to 
assemble your kite! 

11. On a table or floor, lay the sails with 
the top sails up (the ones with the holes). 
Slide your wing spreader sticks through 
the holes side to side and insert the 
notched ends of the sticks into the holes 
at the wing tips. 

12. Insert one vertical spreader in one 


end of the kite, hitching it to three sails 
and stretching the fourth sail onto the 
spreader last. Repeat with the second 
vertical spreader. 

BRIDLING AND FLYING 

Tie your flying line directly to the kite 
around the tip of one of the vertical 
spreaders. (This is what we call a “one- 
leg” bridle, but it’s really “no-bridle” and 
embarrassingly simple.) Again, the kite 
doesn’t know the difference, but 1 fly 
from the sail side, wing spars to the back. 

Go to the field and if there is any wind 
at all your Peter Lynn Box will rise right 
out of your hand. It will move around 
gently and pull lightly in the wind, but 
will react to gusts with healthy tugs. 

TIPS AND VARIATIONS 

If you do not wish to use the adhesive- 
patch-and-melted-hole method for your 
wing spreader installations, try wing 
pockets or tape loops: 



• For a sturdier kite (one that will fly 
more than the 100 hours my “prototype” 
has flown?), hem the edges H-inch all 


around before cutting the sails, while 
they are still squares. Allow an extra 
V^-inch to make H-inch hems (that is, 
start with 13V4-inch squares). 

• You can use any of a variety of enclos- 
ing ties or fixtures for the longerons in 
the sleeves, but in any case I recommend 
that you use a tubular sleeve to keep the 
tension even over the length of the sails. 

• For large versions of the Peter Lynn, 
use reinforcements at the sail tips and 
sail edges to accommodate the tensioning 
necessary in final assembly. Also in larger 
models, allow for adjustment to humidity 
variations by making the vertical spread- 
ers longer and lashing the bottom end to 
the bottom sails with strong cord. 

• A color note: before you do step 2, 
carefully consider your final assembly. 
With only two colors of covering material, 
you have 64 possible symmetrical varia- 
tions, from all-one-color to all-the-other- 
color and 62 variations in between. If you 
add a third color, the combinations go to 
over 144. That’s before you add any 
stripes or fancy touches— which, frankly, I 
think do little to improve the appearance 
of this kite. Even though Peter Lynn put 
some French-curve prints on his original, 
I like the kite to show itself as a pure 
structure— best seen in a solid color. Such 
as plain blue (but not printed scraps!) 
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Jim McCormack 



It was billed as the European Kite Extra- 
vaganza (second edition), and the festival 
at Blackheath in London on April 1 1 and 
12, 1982, more than lived up to its 
billing. Two glorious days of kiteflying 
and meeting marvelous people left me 
and my wife Gloria with a great sense of 
an adventure fulfilled. 

Our hosts were amazed that anyone 
would “cross the big pond” just to attend 
their kite festival. Being a bit amazed our- 
selves at our good fortune to be able to 
do it and the craziness to try, we were 
still more surprised by the warmth of our 
reception and by how much we learned in 
such a short time. 



The Ingredients of Success. 

Blackheath must be considered a nearly 
ideal flying spot, for many reasons. In fact, 
it is so good that many of its features are 
worth copying, if possible. It is a lovely 
large treeless site, nearly a mile on each 
side. There are several roads through the 
area, offering excellent access and parking 
right next to the flying field. The roads 
also provide a natural division of the fly- 
ing fields, helping (to some extent) to 
keep the stunters to one side while the 
rest of us tangled lines more sedately. 


The field is distinctly urban, which has 
many advantages. The first is the ease of 
access from all points of London. In fact, 
John White arrived (as usual) by subway 
with his 10-foot-long packages of kites 
and his trusty flying crew of four children. 
The site is also adjacent to a number of 
other attractions, in particular the Green- 
wich park and observatory plus an amuse- 
ment park. This location provides a very 
large source of spectators, which added 
greatly to the festival’s success. It also 
provided welcome diversion for family 
members not yet willing to eat, sleep and 
drink kites for several days in a row. 

The organizers of this festival added 
several touches that could benefit many 
festivals. First was the availability of 
shelter— fully enclosed tents to shield and 
warm you when the elements were too 
much for even the stout-hearted. Second 
was the display area, a small roped-off 
section on the grass where kites could be 
placed so that one could get a very 
close look at some fascinating designs. 
Third, stores and individuals were prom- 
inently but tastefully selling kites, books, 
line, reels and other hardware-plus 
food and drink— throughout the festival. 
The result: everybody benefited— kite- 


fliers, merchants and the kite club. 

The festival itself was a delight. Two 
full days in a row of kiteflying provided a 
sense of immersion, an indulgence that 
warmed the soul— which was useful, since 
it was cold! despite the warm weather the 
week before. But the winds were always 
good, if not quite enough for long trains 
of stunters. Our kites flew for more than 
six hours each day. 





New Friends - 

The two full days of kiteflying afforded a 
grand opportunity to meet people. Manu- 
facturers— and there seemed to be many 
brand new ones— were there showing off 
their new beauties, which ought to be 
made available in the U.S. The booths set 
up by the local kite stores provided many 
temptations as well as focal points for 
serious discussions. 

But the combined excitement of new 
faces and new kites was such a sensory 
overload that some parts of the puzzle 
got lost. I can’t believe that I came back 
without pictures of a lovely triple Conyne, 
or what my notes say was a “delta box on 
edge” (I don’t even remember what that 
looked like), or the frisky kiskedees that 
inadvertently but often cut larger kites 




Top left, a complex geometric kite represents a European trend. Top center, a colorful Cody War Kite by Jack Spiers is a handful for its maker/flier. 
Below, festival tents provide shelter. Top and bottom right, Tony and Barbara Cartwright's Japanese Windmill kite is a kaleidoscope of surface interplay. 
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: Blackheath 





out of the skies. Similarly, while greatly 
valuing our new friends, we lost the names 
of many. We enjoyed meeting everyone, 
particularly: 

• Our gracious hosts, Tony and Barbara 
Cartwright, who went far beyond the call 
of duty to improve Anglo-American rela- 
tions. Their hospitality and friendship 
were really heartwarming. And, although 
no awards were given at Blackheath, 
Tony would have won the inspirational 
creativity award for his wonderful Japan- 
ese windmill ; 

• Jon and Gill Bloom, producers of the 
“Kitefliers Occasional Newsletter, ,, with 
their beautiful kites of many kinds; 

• Ron Moulton, welcoming old and new 
friends, practically shaking hands and 
autographing books at the same time; 

• John Clarke, with a great variety of 
both reels and kites, from Welsh dragons 
to the Queen of Hearts to seagulls to an 
ingenious tiny kite made from three little 
honesty plant leaves; 

• Keith Stewart, with his team from the 
Air Training Corps helping him use what 
looked like an inflatable Flexifoil to race 
his Amphi-Cat buggy around the fields; 

• Jack Spiers, with his colorful “busted 
brollies” kites— including a Cody war 


kite, a Conyne, a delta and more; 

• Terry Shea, not flying kites but taking 
care of all the grubby details so that 
everyone else could have fun; 

• Alan and Carol Peacock, with their 
geometric wonders; 

• The French group, whose smiles and 
lovely kites (especially the big tetra with 
the tricolor in the corner) more than 
made up for our language barriers; 

• And everyone else, including those who 
had never flown before but were captured 
by the spectacle and joined in. 



Similarities and Differences. 

Finding that the intense enjoyment of 
kites spans the Atlantic was a treat. The 
sense of camaraderie at Blackheath was as 
alive and vibrant as in the U.S., if not 
more so. That these interests cross na- 
tional and cultural boundaries, as well as 
large distances, is a hopeful sign in light 
of the many issues that divide nations. 
But probably the greatest excitement in 
cross-cultural interchange is the realiza- 
tion that people who share your interests 
may have a slightly different approach to 
your common joys. While more experi- 
enced kitefliers than we may have already 
seen what appeared to us as distinctions 


or innovations, we noted the following: 

• More experimentation with complex 
geometric shapes in England (or perhaps 
throughout Europe) than in the U.S., 
among manufacturers as well as indivi- 
dual designers; 

• The display, use and sale of more high- 
ly crafted “deep sky” winders than we 
are used to seeing here ; 

• A refreshing openness about allowing 
and even encouraging the sale of kites 
and related paraphernalia on the flying 
field at the festival; 

• And an interest (more fully realized in 
previous years) in spending relatively 
large amounts of money to sponsor 
special groups or events, such as a kite 
team from Japan, the manlifting kites 
team or a record attempt for the world’s 
largest kite. 


The Real Extravaganza. 




We were greeted everywhere with the 
utmost openness and friendship. I like to 
think that this represents a bond among 
those who reach for the sky with their 
hearts on the end of a string, as many of 
us there were doing. Blackheath was a 
true extravaganza of fine kites and 
warm hearts. *v ? 


Below, John Clarke holds up his colorful Welsh dragon kite in 
the display area. Top center, a box kite by Alan and Carol 
Peacock shows off its many wings, layers and colors. Bottom 
center, ready for launch is one of many spectacular flat kites by 
Jon and Gill Bloom. Far right, John White's Flying Trapezium, 
an extra-wide delta, reaches for the spires of All Saints Church. 
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HYPER- 
PROFITS* 

with 

HYPER-KITES! 


0 - 60 mph in seconds with 
HYPERKITES, the Ferrari of stunt 
kites) The excitement of a stunt 
airplane combined with the pu- 
rity and economy that kite fly- 
ing provides. 

It's an easy sell . . . 

• BEAUTIFUL 

• EXCITING 

• DURABLE 

• EASY TO TUNE 

• AFFORDABLE 

• THE ULTIMATE 
STUNT KITE! 

• AMERICAN 
ENGINEERING 

• ORIENTAL fparapir The choice 

CRAFTSMAN- of the 1 st 

5 f-lip and 2nd Place National 

AKA Stunt Kite 
Champions, two years in a row 
Full line of accessories availab/e. 
Contact Rick Bell today for 
further information. 
1821 5th Ave. San Diego, CA 
92101 1619) 231-4977 


hypcrkites 


*"THE High Performance Kite Company" 



For further 
information 
contact: Tomp. 
Co. Chamber of, 
Commerce 
122 W. Court 
Street, Ithaca, 
N.Y. 14850 
(607) 27&-7080 


Tit>phie$: 

smallest kite 
largest kite 
most creative 
design 

most beautiful 
kite 

best kite by 
flyer 

under 12 yrs. 
best of show 
longest func- 
tional tall 
best family kite 

Kite must be built 
by flyer except 
family kite. 


1st Annual 


Ulrica Iftte Fc^tiVhl 


Saturday June 18 
Raindate: June 19 
10 a.m. registration 
Sun Downs Farms 
High atop Cayuga's waters 
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THE PAERODIGM 


™* 


ENJOY SURFING SEA CLOUDS...SOARI NG DESERT THERMALS... 
AND ALL THE BEAUTIFUL SKY MUSIC IN BETWEEN. 

Hand crafted of 1st quality, candy-color Ripstop in a vibrant combo of 
pink purple & yellow. Measures approx. 4%’ x 3%’ x 1 %’...field assembly is 
quick & easy. Sail cloth travel case & complete flying suggestions 
included. 

*Paerodigm m /Pay- Row- Dime/: A winged, semi-rigid, triple keel, twin crescent sled design. 


TO: PaerodigrrT Sales & Mfg. Co. (619) 272-3384... Bill Evans 

725 Pacific Beach Dr. 

San Diego, Calif. 92109 

Send me PaerodignT kite(s) at $61. 50 each, plus $3.50 shipping. 

California residents include 6% tax. Foreign orders include $1 2.00 Parcel Post Air Freight 
& remit by American Money Draft. 

Name: 

Address: 

City: State & Zip: 

Other: 

TOTAL AMOUNT Enclosed: $ Check or M.O. 

Dealers: Please Inquire! 



LOWEST 

PRICE 

FIGHTER KITES 
IN AMERICA 

Genuine Indian craftsmanship 
In strong glassine paper. 

IN CHAMPIONSHIPS 
FIRST PRIZE, INTL. KITE FIGHTING 
at SAN FRANCISCO, 
REDONDO BEACH 
and LONG BEACH 

*10 Professional Fighter Kites SI 7.00 

*50 Professionai Fighter Kites S44.00 

*2 Spools. Hand Painted, with 

500 Feet ot Cotton String $ 6.00 

POSTAGE INCLUDED 
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LOGO KITE 
Design on kite 
not available. 



Now Grandmaster Kites can be sold in your store. Our production 
is expanded — but our quality is higher than before! Each 
Grandmaster Kite is still the beautiful, handcrafted, handpainted 
work of art that’s been admired from the start. 

And of course, this exciting kite is made, above all, to fly with 
the utmost control, power and sensitivity as a single-line 
maneuverable and fighting kite. Fine-tuned from superior 
materials — bow of fiberglass, spine of bamboo, skin of Mylar™ — 
more nearly indestructible than ever! 

Be sure to see the full color Grandmaster Kite ad (on page 5). 

Write or call Grandmaster today! 

GRANDMASTER™ KITES 

P.O. Box 12377 Holladay Park Station 

Portland, Oregon 97212 (Telephone: 503-255-1785) 
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A Beauty of 


All the elements came together in Detroit, 
Ml, October 6 to 10, 1982, at the start of 
the fifth year of life for the American 
Kitefliers Association. The annual meeting 
and festival drew 190 registrants (plus a 
few additional kiteflying kibitzers) from 
Canada and Japan as well as all regions of 
the United States, to talk, eat and sleep 
kites— and certainly to fly them. 

T 

JLhe trade members arriving early on 
Wednesday were given the news that trade 
activities were incompatible with the non- 
profit educational purposes of AKA, so 
the business group met outside the sched- 
ule to start a separate trade association, 
led by AKA’s management company. The 
group voted, however, to continue support 
of AKA. The dense display of kites by 
the trade in the Holiday Inn of Southfield, 
MI, was an affirmative festival in itself. 

M 

if A embers who arrived on Thursday 
were m time for the talks by Jack Van 
Gilder, Bill Tyrrell, Garry Woodcock, and 
the 3M Company, but most of the ideas 
bubbled informally everywhere in the 
kiter-to-kiter frenzy. That evening the 
assembly was treated to a condensed tour 
of the fascinating kite places of Japan and 
China with Dave Checkley and his slides. 

The wise advance, planning of Hank 
and Nancy Szerlag and the 5/20 Kite 
Group paid off the next day, when Friday’s 


schedule was exchanged with Saturday’s 
to take advantage of good flying weather 
when it was available. Friday brought a 
warm and sunny day on Evergreen golf 
course, where we kitefliers startled every- 
one— the golfers, the children in a nearby 
schoolyard, passersby and ourselves— with 
our finest kites. Winds early in the day 
carried everything up into a sky that was 
dominated by trains: 100 Eddys by Maurice 
Kartch, 100 deltas by Jack Van Gilder, 
200 Eddys by Mr. Kawazoe (flown by 
Masaaki and Sachiko Modegi of the 
Japan Kite Association), plus centipedes 
by Rod Chima, Dave Checkley and Oscar 
Bailey, a pretty row of flowers by Jan 
and Wayne Hosking, and a magnificent 
procession of flags of the Canadian 
provinces strung out by Hugh Harrison. 

l^ater in the day the wind slackened, 
but the kitefliers gamely lofted their kites 
with high starts and skillful handling. The 
participants were partly inspired, perhaps, 
by the ABC-TV crew with Hughes Rudd, 
who put together a 3 Vi-minute segment 
on kites for a colorful show on the 
Sunday evening news two weeks later. 
“These people are MAD,” Hughes ex- 
claimed as Bill Tyrrell’s 40-foot-long box 
kite (a Peter Lynn design) was hauled up 
on its rope by a gloved, shouting crew. 

But how could video or any short 
account of the occasion really cast a net 
around everything? Well, providentially, 



Left, Maurice Kartch beams from the end of his train 
of Eddy-type kites, comfortably held in a sling. 
Center, a square delta looks earthward, one of a series of face kites 
made by Judith Johnston and her two daughters. 
Top right, Charlie Sotich's whimsical bubble anemometer. 
Lower right. Miller and Betty Makey unroll a Navy Transfer Kite, 
a Garber design, 84" x 60" tall, linen covered, used for Arctic mail. 


a Convention 


Sara Bailey had suggested to her husband, 
Oscar, the artist-photographer, just as 
they were leaving home for Detroit, that 
he bring his Cirkut camera. Made in 1915, 
this big varnished box camera is wound 
up with a key (like a music box) and 
mechanically advances the film in one 
direction, the camera head in the other, 
to produce a panoramic picture. Oscar 
buys his film spooled to fit: 8 by 60 
inches long. On this occasion, Verichrome 
was used to capture the color of over 100 
enthusiasts holding their kites. It had 
been announced that at a certain time the 
kiters would be called to assemble around 
the line that Oscar placed on the ground 
in a horseshoe shape. We came at the call 
and positioned ourselves, rather in haste. 
Quite a few people missed the moment 
altogether, and it happened but once. 
Few of us (including Oscar) believed the 
results would be spectacular. 

Readers, judge for yourselves. Oscar 
generously permitted Kite Lines to repro- 
duce his historic picture of this unsur- 
passed assemblage of kitefliers. 

T 

JLhat night the festivities continued 
with the always-exciting kite auction, 
which raised over $6000 for AKA. 

The next day we gathered for more 
kiting at Bonnie Brook Country Club, 
another golf course. The stunting competi- 
tions delayed from Friday were brilliantly 
rescued when Corey Jensen commandeered 


a golf buggy to whisk the fliers about and 
make up for the fickle winds. 

That afternoon the business meeting 
was held as a barely-noticed pause in the 
kiting. Jack Van Gilder was elected presi- 
dent of AKA for another year on the 
basis of 12 total ballots cast by mail. The 
officers’ reports had been printed in ad- 
vance to save time, so the meeting was 
finished in only 18 minutes, for which 
many seemed to rejoice. 

F 

i-rfvening brought another delicious 
dinner, highlighted by so many awards 
that the unawarded person was unusual, 
but all would agree that a real standout 
was Adrian Conn. He won several awards, 
including the most coveted “People’s 
Choice,” representing the recognition of 
his peers. Many kiters did not compete, 
though. Possibly they felt as Les Varley 
did when he said, “I don’t enter these 
competitions. If I win, then someone else 
loses, and I don’t want him to lose. I 
want him to win. So I don’t compete.” 

On the last day, tireless Pat Gilgallon 
gave a brunch for the remaining visitors. 
There were many last-minute conversa- 
tions and reluctant farewells. 

Next year’s convention site has been 
selected for Columbus, OH, home of the 
Central Ohio Kitefliers Association, 
chaired by Miller and Betty Makey. They 
will have a hard act to follow. 

By Valerie Govig 



Left to right: Masaaki Modegi puts up a 
200-kite train with methodical efficiency. 
AKA President Jack Van Gilder 
is ever-smiling under his kite-printed hat. 

A daisy chain of kites in multicolors 
pulls tails of green leaves through the sky, 
as lofted by Wayne and Jan Hosking. 

Below, Oscar Bailey sets up his Cirkut camera 
and directs the crowd before taking his 
panoramic photograph of the 
colorful kites and kiters (see inside). 


Theodore L. Marekin 



1. Leonard Conover 

2. A. Pete lanuzzi 

3. Judith Johnston 

4. David Wagner 


5. John Rausch 

6. Nancy Szerlag 

7. Barbara Younger 

8. Bill Sontag 


9. Robert Weiss 

10. Valentine Deale 

11. Aaron Harris 

12. Larry Moeller 


13. Liz Hegg 

14. Cindy Moeller 

15. Ken Bannasch 

16. Ron Witt 


17.Masaaki Modegi 
18. Sachiko Modegi 

19. Dan Gooderow 

20. Tara Johnston 


2 1. (obscured) 
Takeshi Nishibayashi 

22. (obscured) Dave 
Checkley 


23. unidentified) 

24. Carl Poehler 

25. Milly Mullarky 

26. Ted Manekin 


27. C 

28. M 

29. B 

30. T 


Detroit and this photograph made history for kiting— and for KITE LINES. We had never printed a photograph like this before. It presented several techn cal 
P.0. Box 1666-Dept. K, Homestead, FL 33030; The Cloud Connection, 1961 Hunt Club Dr., Grosse Pointe Woods, Ml 48236; Tony Cyphert Kites, 4621 Nortt 
1 191 E. 930 North, Provo, UT 84601 ; Hyperkites, 1821 5th Ave., San Diego, CA 92101; The Kite Factory, P.O. Box 9081 , Seattle, WA 98109; The Kite Loft, 
San Francisco, CA 94110; Sky Scrapers- Kites, Highland Sta. Box 1 1149, Denver. CO 8021 1 ; Spectra Star Kites, 3519 Caribeth Dr., Encino, CA 91436 Touc 
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27. Carolyn Staples 

28. Marty Lowell 

29. Bill Kocher 

30. Tom Casselman 


31. Tom Pisa 

32. Bob McCort 

33. Adrian Conn 

34. Domina Jalbert 


35. (obscured) Julia 
Hegg 

36. John Hegg 

37. (unidentified) 


38. Jane Ambrose 

39. Pat Gilgallon 

40. Mike Loftus 

41. Hank Szerlag 


42. Claire Johnston 

43. Maxine Hoke 

44. Reza Ragheb 

45. Margo Brown 


46. Bevan Brown 

47. Randy Tom 

48. Eileen Kinnaird 

49. Ron Hugo 


50. Harold Rice 

51. Rick Kinnaird 

52. Brooks Leffler 

53. Vic Heredia 


54. Dan Engl.n 

55. Lois DeB: 

56. Gaby Alo ~s 

57. Tom Kow*' 


technical problems, which we solved after much research. Then it gave us a very big financial requirement, which for a special-circulation magazine like ours would norma' . 
-1 North Ave., San Diego, CA 921 16; The Discount-Kites*by-Mail Co., Box 3626, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034, Fabric Design, 2338 Anza St., San Francisco, CA 941 18; The F«to 
Kite Loft, Harborplace— Light St. Pavilion, Baltimore. MD 21202; Kitty Hawk Kites, P.O. Box 386, Nags Head, NC 27959; Nantucket Kiteman, Box 508, Marsh Hawk's V» . 
136; Touch the Sky Inc./The Kite Store, 836 Yonge St., Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4W 2H1 ; Trlby Products, Inc., 375 Fairfield Ave., Stamford, CT 06902; The Unique l 






Oscar Bailey 
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r»d 

58. Oscar Bailey 

62. Bill Isenhart 

66. Wayne Grau 

70. Jonathon Malhalab 

74. Mel Govig 

78. Roderick Chima 

82. William Pase 

86. Rick B< 

4t 

59. Sara Bailey 

63. Alan Wheeler 

67. Doug Hagaman 

71. Marjorie Harrison 

75. Hugh Harrison 

79. Leland Toy 

83. (unidentified) 

87. Robert 

tso 

60. David DeBolt 

64. (unidentified) 

68. Steve Edeiken 

72. Garry Woodcock 

76. William Rutiser 

80. Gary Williams 

84. Scott Spencer 

88. Bruce J 

sichuk 

61. Valerie Govig 

65. FranGramkowski 69. Jack Lough 

73. W.D.(Red) Braswell 

77. Charles Sotich 

81. Betty Makey 

85. Anita Hoover 

89. Miller R 


e out of the question. Bravely, we asked our advertisers for help. They responded wonderfully. It's not our style to ask our readers to patronize our advertisers, but this tir 
br«c Lady, 51 Layle Lane, Doylestown, PA 18901 ; Go Fly a Kite, Inc., Box AA, E. Haddam, CT 06423, Gone with the Wind, Old Cobblestone Village, Rt. 94, Vernon, NJ 07 
Nantucket, MA 02554, Peter Powell Kites Inc., 1040 N.E. 43 Court, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33334; Quicksilver Kites, 1385 Harrison St., San Francisco, CA 94103; Rainbow 
Place— World of Kites, 525 S. Washington at 6th, Royal Oak, Ml 48067; Vic's Fighter Kites, 3260 F St., San Diego, CA 92102; What's Up, 4500 Chagrin River Rd., Chagrii 





6. Rick Bell 90. Leroy Hoover 

7 Robert S. Price 91.Charlie Henderson 

8 Bruce Jarvie 92. (unidentified) 

9 Miller Makey 93. (unidentified) 


94. Karen Schlesinger 

95. Don Tabor 

96. Les Varley 

97. Helene Sachs 


98. Linda Metheny 

99. (unidentified) 

1 00. Jack Van G ilder 

101. Al Hargus III 


102. Tim Preston 

103. Dorothy Smith 

104. Laura Hood 

105. Olan Turner 


106. Carla Peterson 

107. Clyde Smith 

108. Jon Burkhardt 

109. Tom Abrams 


110. John Hegel 

111. Bob Sachs 
(Outside of camera: 
Corey Jensen) 


time we're making an exception. Please thank those who made possible this expression of kiting's unity-in-diversity: Charmyr R 8t D-The Sky Climber, 
. 07462: Grandmaster Kites, P.O. Box 12377 Holladay Park Station, Portland, OR 97212; Hi Fli Kites, Ltd., 1 21 01 C E. Iliff, Aurora, CO 80014; Hurrikites, 
Rambow Kite Co., 221 Hampton Dr., Venice, CA 90291 ; Rogallo Flexikites, 3009 Creel Ct., Woodbridge. VA 22192; Shanti Kite Spools, 2021 Folsom St., 
sgrin Falls, OH 44022, The Wind Play Catalogue, 232 S.W. Ankeny, Portland, OR 97204; Written on the Wind, 7106 Campfield Rd.. Baltimore. MD 21207. 






Profiles 


The 

Adrian 

Conn 

By Valerie Govig 


H just went crazy,” is the way Jody 
Conn describes her slim, quiet husband 
Adrian in his first reaction to a sky full of 
kites. He saw them at the 1981 Freedom 
Festival in the Conns’ home town of 
Windsor, Ontario, Canada. Many of the 
kites were flown by Bob Katkowski of 
the Sky Line Kite Shop, Detroit, Ml. 
Adrian was further inspired by seeing Ken 
Bryan’s Parafoil and by visiting the Unique 
Place in Royal Oak, Ml. He started going 
to the home of his mother-in-law every 
night to sew kites on her Husqvarna. 
Then he borrowed the machine. Finally 
she asked him, “Why don’t you just buy 
this?” And ever since, Adrian has been a 
near-permanent resident of the Conn 
garage- workshop. 

Adrian’s first kite and first sewing 
experience (a 50-hour job) was a nine- 
foot Flexifoil. He bought one as a pattern 
and became fixated on the design, figur- 
ing out the sewing sequence and making 
venting refinements and larger versions. 
He tried five types of spars in the course 
of his experiments. 

His next step was to explore a double- 
modified Flowform Parafoil. “I had seen 
an article on it in Kite Lines and it seemed 
I could improve it, do it my way,” Adrian 
says. His Flowform is five feet tall, six feet 
wide and vented differendy from standard. 

Inspired by George Ham’s Parafoils, 
Adrian then did a high-aspect-ratio ver- 
sion he called a “Paradragon,” which he 


designed as a golden rectangle, in a ratio 
of five to three. He added a long “dragon” 
tail and a litrie drogue at the end to stop 
the flapping. “I like bold stripes,” he says. 
“And economical cuts of fabric become 
part of the color scheme.” He tinkered 
with the keels and bridling to get the kite 
to work as he liked. 

The next phase was “The Windsor Bug” 
(People’s Choice, above), based on the 
Hewitt Flexkite. Adrian attached a lantern 
tail composed of spherical segments. To 
achieve the curves he wanted in the 
spheres, he had to cut eight pieces of cloth 
for each one— “six doesn’t work.” To cut 
from flat patterns he had to calculate the 
sections of the spheres. Adrian then made 
an aluminum pattern to save cutting time. 
“I like perfection and everything has to fit 
exactly— it’s the only way I can do it,” he 
says, admitting “It’s slow work.” His busi- 
ness is embossing and making rubber and 
metal stamps, which call for related, exact- 
ing skills. Yet he describes kiting as “an out- 
let. I have to constantly be on the move.” 

Together for 16 years, the Conns have 
no children and can give their quiet eve- 
nings to avocations like kiting. Jody’s first 
flying project, a fish windsock, recently 
brought her more into her husband’s orbit. 
Adrian muses, “I never know what I’ll 
come up with next. But all I’ve done is 
other designs with my own ideas in them.” 
It’s a typically unassuming statement from 
a maker of singularly showy kites. 



Known by the company 
we keep 

Cloud Pleasers • Gunther • 
Lee • Marblehead • Mile 
High • Peter Lynn • Prof. 
Waldof* • Quicksilver • 
Shanti • Skyscrapers • 
Stratton • Trlby • Vic's • 
Windy Kites (gulls shown 
above) 



If what's up is your 
question, What’s Up 
is your answer. 

We're a wholesale 
operation with a 
whole-hearted 
commitment to 
pleasurable kite 
flying and kite 
buying. We offer 
great service, low 
prices and the 
highest quality kites 
and accessories. 


What’s Up is 
wholesale to the 
trade only. No 
minimum order 
required. 
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Kites to Make and Fly 

Ten Original Paper Cut-Out Kites Designed by David Pelham 

Much more than the perfect introduction to a delightful pastime, 
Kites to Make and Fly is a unique and imaginative concept. 
Leading kite authority, David Pelham has designed ten bold and 
bright original paperfold kites especially for this book and has 
flight-tested each one. Simply detach the pages, follow the simple 
step-by-step instructions and—with the help of a craft knife, glue, 
and thread-these colorful sculptural forms turn into high-soaring 
kites. 


Large format: 14x18 inches 


Full color throughout 


Also by David Pelham, the best selling 

The Penguin Book of Kites 

A comprehensive and thoroughly illustrated introduction to kites 
and kiting, including over 100 detailed and tested kite patterns. 

8x8 inches Full color throughout 

PENGUIN BOOKS, Dept. DBG-KL, 625 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022 

Send me copies of KITES TO MAKE AND FLY @ $14.95 and copies of THE PENGUIN 

BOOK OF KITES @ $7.95. (Add sales tax where applicable plus $1 .50 per copy for shipping.) 

I enclose $ total. 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 



Now you can easily fly your kite 
8000 ft. high 

10 times faster and 
easier for all kinds 
of kites up to 50 lbs. 

Best for fighter kites 
maneuvering to the left and right 
side , diving and ascending. 

SOLID HARDWOOD, 7"x 9" 
total 18" long , string not included. 

Inquire custom made for bigger kites. 

QUANTITIES LIMITED, FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS 

TO: HYTE COMMANDER MFG. CO. 

RO. BOX 1115 
Des Plaines, IL 60018 

Send me Kite Commander Reel(s) at $27.85 plus $2.95 for shipping; 

Illinois residents add 6% sales tax. 

□Check □ Mastercard DVISA DCard No 

Exp. Date 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

If found unsatisfactory, return undamaged within 10 days and your money will be refunded. 
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At Trinidad's Maracas Beach, the men of Katwaroo Trace fly the Common Kite over the palms. The kite is a descendant of the fighter kite of India. 


. . . exploring the Mad Bull, the Common Kite and the Chickichong as part of a 
culture — and discovering the Flying Chataigne Leaf . . . while studying the 
West Indian people who make them ... by anthropologist Judith Johnston 


For the past 1 3 years I have been 
doing anthropological field work 
with the East Indian population of 
the Caribbean island of Trinidad. 

In the fall of 1979 I was stricken 
with kite fever and began to fill 
up my house, my station wagon 
and often my arms with kites. 
With several Trinidadian friends I 
organized a cottage production of 
deltas, Conynes, sleds and dia- 
monds in rip-stop nylon— all new 
kites to the Trinidad marketplace. 
These helped my introduction to 
the kites of Trinidad. 

Soon curious conversations be- 
gan to take place between Trini- 
dadians and me on various street 
corners. 

“Hey, look, a Mad Bull! Lady, is 
that a Mad Bull?” 

“No, it’s called a delta.” 

“Did you make that? Well, you 
should make the Mad Bull.” 

What puzzled me most about 
these conversations was that many 
urban Trinidadians endorse the 
view that the traditional Mad Bull 
is all that a kite should be, but 
they don’t quite know what a 
Mad Bull looks like. Nor, at that 
time, did I. So I set out to learn 


more about this Caribbean classic 
and other indigenous kites. 

Kitemaking is an amateur activity 
in Trinidad. Those men who want 
to make kites have learned as boys, 
by watching older kitemakers. The 
opposite was true for me; like 
many Kite Lines readers, I came to 
kitemaking as an adult stimulated 


by written material (in my case it 
was the Newmans’ book Kite 
Craft). Once bitten by the kite bug, 
I read everything I could find in 
print, and I continue to do so. 

Actually this is a curious way to 
learn; we are drawn to imagine an 
experience by an abstracted des- 
cription of it on a printed page. 


which impels us to seek out actual 
experiences, which then stimulates 
us to vicariously add more experi- 
ences by reading more abstracted 
descriptions. In this process we 
move fluently from image to 
image and broaden our sense of 
possibilities very quickly. 

But at least two things are lost 
to us. First, as individuals, we don’t 
learn at our own pace; our training 
has taught us to consume every- 
thing available, to stuff ourselves, 
to eat a whole book in one day. 
So we miss some of the unfolding 
of our own thoughts— they are 
preempted by what we read. The 
other loss is one of clarity and 
quality; the accumulation of ideas, 
creations, kites that work, kites 
that almost work, adds up to far 
more than we can know well and 
truly evaluate. We are not very 
likely to develop a sense of the 
authority inherent in good design, 
but rather to develop an ever-in- 
creasing appetite for more design. 

Trinidad’s kitemakers do not 
use literature about kitemaking 
but they are sure they are on to a 
good thing when they begin a 
Mad Bull or a little Common Kite. 


Jonas Sampath, sugar cane farmer, trims bamboo for a kite. Children 
are tolerated at the work table only if they stand silent and immobile. 
The only words they are apt to hear are “Don't interfere with that!" 
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Left, Gangai Ragobar trims bamboo for his Mad Bull. His workbench is 
one of the cars he dismantles and rebuilds. Right, Gangai has created 
the kite's basic frame and now he examines and reties the cross bow. 


The activity of making the kite, 
like a ritual or a game, lets the kite- 
maker partake of an impressive 
piece of cultural production. As 
long as the crafter stays within 
the traditional definition of the 
kite design, he works with a cer- 
tainty much deeper than if he 
relied only on his particular per- 
sonal skills. The kitemaker takes 
pride and pleasure in his handi- 
work and finesse with cutlass, 
knife and knots— but there is no 
motivation to be “original,” to 
explore the edges of a form’s 
possibilities. There is no creativity, 
little egotism. Indeed, a kitemaker 
would refer to his skill by saying 
that he “has a* little idea about it.” 
The men who have learned how 
to make kites have selected them- 
selves as carriers of the tradition. 
No one is pressured to learn this 
or other crafts, such as tatting 
fish nets, making drums, or deco- 
rative paper cutting. Each craft is 
learned directly from an older 
practitioner, by observing and 
assisting. As a result, the forms of 
these crafts are stable over gen- 
erations. Time hones an elegant 
integration of form, technique 
and available materials. These 
crafts rarely fall into the hands 
of artistic explorers and agitators. 
Change comes slowly and most 
probably from shifts in the avail- 
ability of particular materials. The 
four kitemakers I observed all 
carried the repose of confidence 
in their heritage. 


THE MAD BULL 


Known abroad as the Bermuda 
three-stick, this kite in Trinidad 
is called by the more apt title Mad 
Bull. I found four opportunities 
to see and photograph the making 
of this kite. Each time the kite- 
making process combined fidelity 
to a tradition with personal varia- 
tions of technique and skill. 

Materials 

The work begins with the selection 
of stick material, either coconut 
broom fronds or bamboo. Only 
one kitemaker, Shamshadeen 
Nizamudeen of Chase Village, pre- 
fers the coconut broom. The 
others prefer bamboo, and offer 
the following advice about how to 
select and cut it: 

There are said to be two kinds 
of bamboo, “male” and “female.” 
You look for the lighter, more 
pliant female bamboo. If you must 
cut it fresh from the tree, do so on 
a moonless night, taking care to 
select a mature tree rather than a 
half-young one. Cutting at this 
time will prevent the piece from 
being full of wood lice. It is prefer- 
able to use bamboo which was cut 
some time earlier and is thus only 
“half-green” now. Since bamboo is 
used to create canopies for guests 
at weddings, funerals and religious 


services, it may be possible to find 
some at a neighbor’s home. 

Kite tissue paper can be bought 
at most general stores, along with 
crochet or sewing thread. Flour 
and water will serve as paste, al- 
though cockroaches are “over- 
fond” of this paste and care must 
be taken to hang the kite out of 
their reach. The only other mate- 
rial needed is tail cloth. This will 
come from discarded clothing of 
cotton or polyester knit. For tools, 
the cutlass (machete), a paring 
knife, a pencil, scissors and mea- 
suring tape will suffice. Young boys 
and girls will be dispatched in all 
directions to obtain these items; 
when they reassemble, the boys 
will be put to the task of splitting 
the bamboo and paring sticks. 

A typical length of bamboo in 
Trinidad is about 3 to 4 inches in 
diameter and hollow. The thick- 
ness of the outer wall when the 
piece is “half-green” is about half 
an inch. The length of the bam- 
boo is marked by nodes, knobby 
joints, at intervals of 15 to 18 
inches. These joints are tougher 
and thicker than the rest of the 
piece. The kitemaker takes ad- 
vantage of the nodes to create a 
dihedral angle for the kite by cut- 
ting the length of bamboo to in- 
clude one joint as the center of the 
cross spar. Thus the finished length 
of the vertical support sticks is 
likely to range between 26 and 30 
inches. To go beyond that would 
require the inclusion of two nodes 
in addition to the center one and 
these would need arduous paring. 

The sticks themselves are 
trimmed to a flat shape, a bit 
wider than their thickness. Gangai 
Ragobar of McCauley Park Trace 
trimmed his to 29V* w x l /i ,f x 3 / e M . 
Jonas Sampath of Forres Park 
Trace worked for an hour to bring 
his sticks down to 26 l A M x% n x 
%2 ,? . Each of them prepared extra 
sticks and chose among them 
when the paring process was 
near completion. 

Five sticks are used: two for 
vertical support, one for horizon- 
tal support, one to form a bowed 


cross spar at the head of the kite 
and the fifth to serve as the 
“headstick,” extending far above 
the kite proper. The vertical and 
horizontal sticks will be joined at 
their centers and then splayed out 
to form the three-stick shape of 
the kite. The diagram shows the 
major decisions setting the angle 
of splay between the two vertical 
sticks and the length of the hori- 
zontal stick. 

Proportions 

Shamshadeen’s miniature broom 
frame shows a horizontal stick 
which is 86% the length of the 
vertical sticks. He has set the ver- 
tical angles to approximately 52 
degrees, leaving each of the verti- 
cal/horizontal angles at about 64 
degrees. When he later tied string 
around the perimeter of the kite, 
he put a bit of English on the two 
vertical sticks by pulling them 
slightly inward across the top. In 
making these angle decisions, 
Shamshadeen relies on eye judg- 
ment; he uses a tape measure to 
locate the midpoints of sticks and 
to affirm the balance of the hori- 
zontal sticks. 

Jonas Sampath used a horizontal 
stick the same length as the verti- 
cals, but like Shamshadeen he set 
them at an angle of 50 degrees be- 
tween the verticals and 65 degrees 
between vertical and horizontal. 

Gangai Ragobar’s kite is fully 
symmetrical: he employed three 
sticks of identical length and set 
them at 60-degree angles. None of 
these T rinidad kites were centered 
low as shown in some kite books.* 

The Center Joint 

The angles are not firmly set until 
the perimeter of the kite has been 
outlined with string, but prior to 
this the center joint must be firm- 

*David Pelham, The Penguin Book 
of Kites (New York: Penguin, 
1976), p. 165; and L.S. and J.H. 
Newman, Kite Craft (New York: 
Crown, 1974), p. 59. 


ly tied. For his delicate broom 
fronds, Shamshadeen used sewing 
pins to hold the sticks in place 
while he tied them. Jonas marked 
his center points and then notched 
the sticks slightly, Vi-inch to each 
side of the center. These notches 
help anchor the actual tying. 
Gangai Ragobar took an additional 
step to define the center joint. He 
carved indentations into each 
piece to create a mortised joint 
which dovetails all three sticks 
into their intended angular rela- 
tionship. On all of the kites, the 
horizontal stick was positioned 
behind the two verticals. 

String-Framing 

To prepare the ends of the frame 
sticks for the string, the kitemaker 
notches them slightly, either at 
the sides just short of the tip, or if 
the stick is broom, inward at the 
tip itself. Beginning at any stick, 
the string is tied from stick to 
stick around the perimeter. The 
string is not broken off until each 
length of string has been carefully 
measured and readjusted. While 
Gangai checked these measure- 
ments a third time, he commented, 
“It will fly no matter.” 

Shamshadeen became dissatis- 
fied with his frame during the 
stringing process. He had used 
crochet thread and now considered 
this too heavy for the broom 
framing sticks. So he carefully re- 
moved the crochet thread and 
began again with sewing thread. 
When this frame was almost fully 
tied, he noted that one broom 
stick tended to buckle slightly. 
When he could not correct this by 
readjusting string pressure, he 
carefully unwound the string, dis- 
engaged the broom sticks, selected 
new ones from the broom and 
serenely began again. 

All six edges of the perimeter are 
defined by stringing. Shamshadeen 
then began a second round of 

After stringing the kite's perimeter, 
Shamshadeen anchors more thread 
from the broom tips in loose 


loops which will be drawn toward 
the center to create a pattern. 
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Diagram: MAD BULL (FRAME) 



loops linking every edge section 
but the top one. Each loop was 
about 25% longer than the distance 
covered. When these were com- 
pleted over five edges, he broke 
off the thread and began again at 
the center joint. This time he 
looped the thread from the center 
out around the slack string and 
back to the center, then out to 
the next slack loop until five 
loops had been drawn taut toward 
the center joint. These strings 
formed the surface on which vari- 
ously colored kite tissue would be 
pasted. Gangai created a pattern 
of interior strings by notching 
each stick at a point 5V£ inches 
from the perimeter; he then 
passed a string across five sections 
of the kite face. The sixth section 
was left unelaborated until the 
addition of the vaulted arch of the 
headstick and bowed cross spar. 

The Cross Bow 

If the kite frame appears properly 
taut and balanced, the prepara- 
tion of the cross bow begins. This 
stick will be bowed into an arch 
anchored at the tops of the verti- 
cal support sticks at a 90-degree 
angle to the plane of the kite face. 
The cross bow will be prepared to 
the same width as the other spars, 
but ideally should be thinner and 
suppler. Gangai pared the ends of 
the cross bow to assure these 
characteristics. 

At one end of the cross bow, 
slight notches are made Vi-inch 
from the tip of the stick; with the 
aid of these notches, a firm tie is 
made from one end of the cross 
bow to the upper edge of one ver- 
tical stick. Jonas and Shamshadeen 
both placed the cross bow into 
abutment with the inside edge of 
the vertical stick, but Gangai 
placed his cross bow next to the 


vertical stick’s outer edge. With 
one end tied, the stick is bowed 
into a curve to locate the second 
end point. In Gangai’s view, 
“More higher is better”; his cross 
bow was 20 inches long and 
bowed over a 14V4-inch span, with 
the arch 6 inches at its highest 
point. Shamshadeen ’s cross spar 
spanned 6 inches with a high 
point of almost 2 Vi inches. Jonas 
spanned 11 inches with a height 
of 4% inches. 

The Headstick 

The last major frame piece is the 
headstick, which extends from 
the center joint over the cross 
bow to a point well above the kite. 
It is first trimmed and pared like 
the other sticks and then one end 
is fastened by notching and tying 
to the center joint. Next, the 
headstick is notched and tied to 
the center point of the bowed 
cross spar. Now the headstick is 
bowed downward to the plane of 
the kite face and its final length is 
decided and marked. 

Jonas cut off the headstick at 
the cross spar, leaving the kite 
frame with an arched vault but 
without an overhead projection. 
Shamshadeen’s headstick measured 
11% inches and thus extended not 
quite 50% beyond the length of 
the kite. Gangai’s headstick mea- 
sured 29 inches long, extending 
slightly more than 50% beyond 
the length of the kite. The head- 
stick tip is notched on each side; 
string is then passed from one ver- 
tical support tip to the headstick 
tip and down to the other vertical 
support tip. Gangai also reinforced 
the headstick’s position by ex- 
tending the interior stringing done 
earlier to include the headstick 
and the span behind it. Shamsha- 
deen wrapped thread around the 


whole length of the headstick so 
that tissue paper would adhere to 
the curved surface. 

Papering 

Kite tissue paper imported from 
India seems to have been a staple 
in the Caribbean forever, always 
available in six or seven colors. It is 
most frequently used not for kites 
but for the intricate handcut tissue 
banners which decorate the ceil- 
ings of Hindu homes and temples. 

Shamshadeen began to paper 
his kite by pressing a piece of 
tissue over a lower section with 
his fingertips. Using the lines im- 
pressed into the tissue as guides, 
he cut the needed pieces with Vi- 
inch hem allowance. With flour- 
and-water paste, he placed the 
piece over the strings and folded 
each edge over upon itself. Pieces 
which adjoined sections already 
folded over the string were 
trimmed by % inch and pasted atop 
the previous edges. Working one 
section at a time, Shamshadeen 
created a symmetrical pattern of 
colors over the five sections of the 
kite by using interior string frame. 
The sixth section he envisioned as 
a female face; after papering each 
side of the vault, he added an eye 
with glittering lashes; a smiling 
mouth was pasted just below. 

Shamshadeen also pasted fringed 


tissue strips over the extension of 
the headstick above the bowed 
cross spar, to the string running 
from the tops of the vertical sup- 
port sticks to the tip of the head- 
stick, and to the string running 
across the top of the kite behind 
the vault. This last fringe creates 
the “hummer” sound of an angry 
insect in small Mad Bulls and the 
deep roar of an irate bull in the 
large ones. Finally Shamshadeen 
added fringes to the lower tips and 
side tips of the support sticks. For 
these he cut many colors of tissues 
to approximately 2x6 n and fringed 
them lengthwise. After cutting, he 
crushed them up in his fist and 
then carefully separated them for 
individual application in layers. 

Gangai added extra fringes by 
looping string loosely along the 
side edges and pasting folded 
tissue over the strings. Tissue 
paper pompons and a gold star 
cut from a cigarette-pack liner 
completed the kite surface. 

Bridling 

All of the Trinidad kitemakers 
used the same formula for deter- 
mining the length of the three 
bridle legs. Using needle or coco- 
nut broom to pierce the paper 
face, the kitemaker attaches the 
bridle legs at the center joint and 
the two points where the bowed 



Above left, Shamshadeen's kite frame has thread wrapped around the 
headstick's upper arc to facilitate pasting tissue over this curve. 

Above right, Jonas ties the cross bow into place, to abut the inner edges 
of the vertical spars. Dihedral angle is formed at the kite's center. 

Below left, Shamshadeen takes pleasure in the meticulous papering of 
each section of kite face. Although parts of the design are mirror repeats 
of each other, he never cuts two tissue pieces at once, preferring to fit 
each side individually. Below right, fringes of tissue in many colors can 
be added one on top of the other at the kite's lower edges. Shamshadeen 
crushes the fringe in his fist to give it a lively appearance before applying. 
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Diagram: MAD BULL (HEADSTICK AND CROSS BOW) 


legs are almost equal. If the arch 
of the bowed cross spar truly rep- 
resents a half-circle, the three legs 
will be equal; if the arch is less 
than a half-circle, the third leg 
will be slightly shorter than the 
other two. Flying line, called mar- 
line, is bought by the pound at 
hardware stores and seems about 
equivalent to 50-lb.-test line. 

Tailing 

The tail or tails on the Mad Bull 
are suspended free of the kite 
itself. Each kitemaker attached a 
line to the lower ends of the verti- 
cal support sticks and allowed 
considerable slack in it. Although 
the men did not measure the slack 
allowance, it was roughly double 
the width of the bottom edge of 
the kite. The amount of tail these 


cross spar meets the vertical sup- 
port sticks. The length of the lower 
leg should equal the distance from 
the center joint to the junction of 
headstick and bowed cross spar, 
while the length of the other two 
legs (or one string forming two 
legs) should reach from their start- 
ing points at the upper edge to the 
center joint. In effect, the three 


A Mad Bull is made in 
record time (30 minutes 
compared to the adult 
average of 5 hours) by 
Rambharan, 16, 
lis brother Wayne and 
neighbor Azad Moham- 
med, both 10. They 
had never seen a book 
about kites until the 
author showed them 
her copy of Pelham's 
Penguin Book of Kites . 


Jonas bridles his papered kite 
with #0 crochet thread. The head- 
stick of his kite does not extend 
beyond the bowed cross spar. 


Detail of hummer 
(vibrating paper 
fringe) on taut 
string, B to C 


SHAMSHADEEN 


GANGAI ^ 



The small Mad Bull made by 
Shamshadeen is seen here in front 
of the larger one made by Gangai. 
Both kites took off with the 
diving, swooping, rapid ascent 
that is characteristic of Mad 
Bulls. Once up, however, the kites 
are very high and stable fliers. 


kites need and can carry is extra- 
ordinary. The kite designs of Peter 
Travis* suggest the tail-hauling 
power of this type of kite. 

Trinidad winds are strong enough 
for all the tail one desires. The 
island’s location off the northeast- 
ern edge of the South American 
continent provides highly reliable 
NE winds, that is, winds from the 
open Atlantic Ocean across the 
Trinidad plains toward the eastern 
coast of Venezuela. From Decem- 
ber to July, the dry season, these 
winds average 16 m.p.h. every 
afternoon, with a slight reverse 
breeze from the west in the eve- 
ning and early morning. In the 
rainy season, from August to 
December, the direction shifts 
slightly to NNE and becomes 
more variable, with winds up to 
40 m.p.h. In these wonderful fly- 
ing conditions, 100 feet of tail 
distributed over two or three 
strips of cloth is not unusual. 

THE COMMON KITE 

In Trinidad, I asked what had be- 
come of the Indian fighter kite. I 
found it in a diminutive form and 
curiously titled, but as zesty and 
vivacious as its prototype. 

Known to Trinidad as the 
Common Kite, this little fighter is 
made quickly and with an econ- 
omy of materials which suits it 
to the budget and attention span 
of young schoolboys. Like the 
Vietnamese kite reported by 

*David Checkley, “Flags, Banners 
& Kites Exhibition in Seattle,” 
Kite Lines , Vol. 1, No. 3 (Fall 
1977), pp. 48-49. 


Margaret Gregert, the Trinidad 
Common Kite replaces the bam- 
boo cross bow of India’s classic 
fighter with a coconut frond spike 
bow, and reduces the size of the 
kite in accord with this more 
delicate spar. 

Two examples of the Common 
Kite were made on two separate 
afternoons by my Trinidadian 
friends Shamshadeen Nizamudeen 
and Gangai Ragobar. Each man 
intended to demonstrate for me 
the far more exalted craftsman- 
ship of the Mad Bull kite; they 
produced the little Common Kite 
as a kind of warm-up while wait- 
ing for the young boys to fetch 
the Bull’s bamboo. 

Materials 

The kitemaker of any age begins 
to make a Common Kite by send- 
a younger boy to the grocer for a 
piece of ‘‘shop paper,” a light- 
weight brown paper of 10V£ x 14 M 
used to wrap sugar and salt. In the 
interim, the kitemaker selects 
four or five spikes of coconut 
frond that are used to make local 
brooms. (Indeed, the spikes are 
called “broom” and the Caribbean 
kitemaker begins most kites by 
raiding the household broom for 
the desired spikes.) The house- 
hold broom consists of perhaps 
100 spikes about 36 inches long 
bundled tightly together at the 
tougher spine junction end. A 
broom may be bought at the local 
market or spikes may be taken 
from the broom of a friend. 

Now someone is sent for a spool 
of thread from the sewing basket. 
Another youngster is dispatched 
to the kitchen for flour paste. The 
go-fers then reassemble around 
the kitemaker in silent witness. 

The Bois Canoe 

Another choice for spine material 
is the leaf stem of the bois canoe 
or Beulah tree. The leaf stem of 
this tree is used in the Caribbean 
to make kites and birdcages. The 
dried leaf itself is used as a medi- 


+Margaret Greger, “The Vietnam- 
ese Kite,” Kite Lines , Vol. 1, No. 3 
(Fall 1977), p. 64. 

The leaf cluster of the bois canoe 
or Beulah tree is a friend to kite- 
makers. The dried stems are used 
as spars in making kites. 



WINTER-SPRING 1983 KITE LINES 43 


Audley Sue Wing 




cinal tea and may be smoked. Al- 
though the mature tree stands 
about 40 feet high with foliage 
only in its upper reaches, the 
useful stems with drying leaf may 
be collected from the ground 
below. The stems average 17 
inches in length, making them 
particularly appropriate for the 
cross bow of the Common Kite. 
The diameter is about half an 
inch. While its outer surface is 
firm, the inner core has a corklike 
consistency which makes the stem 
lightweight and easily pierced 
with broom. To use the bois 
canoe stem as cross bow, it should 
be split vertically into quarters. 
(I think Kite Lines readers who 
like to use balsa blocks or plastic 
tubing to hold crossing sticks in 
alignment would enjoy exploring 
new structural possibilities with 
the stem of the bois canoe.) 

Construction 

First the shop paper is folded to 
define a 10V6-inch square and the 
excess strip is trimmed away and 
saved. This fold defines the verti- 
cal spine position on the kite. Two 
pieces of broom are then trimmed 
to the length of this spine and 
tied together with sewing thread. 
This is done by knotting the two 
together at one end, then winding 
the thread around the two at 
intervals of about one inch, then 
tying off at the other end. 

The next step is to lay the spine 
(bound broom or bois canoe leaf 
stem) in place along the paper 
fold and to paste one-inch squares 
of paper (from the excess strip) 
over the upper and lower tips. 

The kitemaker’s skill is exhibited 
in the next step, the shaping of 
the cross bow. Two pieces of 
broom are selected and held to- 
gether in an arc over the upper 


The Trinidad Common Kite made by Gangai Ragobar. The lovely 
mottled color developed when Gangai left it out in the rain. 


half of the kite, connecting its 
two horizontal corners. The 
length of this arc is about 17 VS 
inches. The two brooms are tied 
together at one end, then the 
thread is wrapped around the bow 
at intervals and tied at the other 
end. Without being broken off, 
the thread is bow-strung across to 
the first tie point and knotted, 
establishing the desired curve. 

The cross bow is now ready to 
be placed on the kite and pasted 
in place with five small squares 
from the excess strip of shop 
paper. A sixth square or rectangle 
is pasted over the junction of 
cross bow string and vertical spine. 

Finally the last of the paper 
strip is used to make fringes for 
the lower edges of the kite. Sham- 
shadeen used a second piece of 
shop paper to create two addi- 
tional half-circle fringes. These are 
pasted onto each lower side of the 
kite surface with a 44-inch overlap 
and attention to balance. 

By now the boys sent off for 


bamboo have returned, so atten- 
tion shifts to the real kite of 
choice— the Mad Bull. The Com- 
mon Kite is left to dry. (Gangai, 
who had made his Common Kite 
out of kite tissue, casually left 
his handiwork out in the rain.) 

Bridling 

Bridling is done with #0 crochet 
or sewing thread on the face of 
the kite. To bridle, the kitemaker 
threads a sewing needle and passes 
it under and over at the junction 
of the cross spar broom and the 
spine broom. The second tie point 
is at the lower end of the spine, 
about a half-inch from the tip. As 
shown in the diagram, Gangai 
allowed 5 Vi inches for the upper 
leg and IOVa inches for the lower 
leg. He added a tail half an inch 
wide by about five feet long. 

In flight this little Common Kite 
rises, dives and dances in response 
to the most delicate touch. The 
Common Kite is indeed the des- 


Diagram 

TRINIDAD COMMON KITE 


Cendant of the Indian fighter, as 
East Indians of Trinidad are de- 
scended from the indentured 
laborers brought from India to 
the New World between 1847 and 
1917. In Trinidad, the Hindi word 
for kite (patang) has dropped 
from usage, but manjha, the kite 
string saturated with ground glass 
to cut down the kites of competi- 
tors, is well known, and manjha is 
sometimes used. Razors are occa- 
sionally sewn onto the edges or 
tails of the Common Kite as well, 
a practice which Dinesh Bahadur* 
suggests is South American rather 
than East Indian. 

The small size of the kite as it is 
made in Trinidad is consistent 
with use of broom as the cross 
spar, since the portion of broom 
length which is uniform in thick- 
ness and flexibility is no more than 
24 inches. This does not explain 
why larger fighter kites are not 
made with bamboo in Trinidad. 

The Learning Process 

Perhaps the answer lies in the tra- 
ditional learning style of East 
Indians. Children are not urged to 
learn tasks or skills early in life. 
Active teaching is rare outside the 
formal school system. Learning is 
considered to occur best through 
a process of self-selected self- 
knowing; a youngster interested 
in an activity or skill will watch 
unobtrusively as others do it. 
Later the young crafter will try 
out an activity and with any suc- 
cess will soon attract his own 
crew of silent little observers. 

Verbal articulation of the activi- 
ty by the doer does not occur, 
partly because it is thought to be 
a detour from experience to 
words and back to experience, 
and partly because the tradition 
of respect toward elders requires 
that they not be directly pressed 
for information. 

The active kitemakers in the 
barracks of the sugar estates of 
the last century may have utilized 
the coconut broom cross bow be- 
cause it was quicker to prepare 
after long hours of estate labor, or 
because it needed less paper, or 
simply because some of the people 
were Madrasis from South India 
where coconut broom is more in- 
timately known. Because the 
tradition of learning depends 
upon direct observation of 
processes with relatively little dis- 
cussion or written abstraction, 
any methods which happen not 
to be used by earlier carriers of 
the tradition are lost to later 
generations. 

Another aspect of this tradition 
of learning is that creativity as we 
think of it, the invention of pro- 
digious varieties of form, is dis- 


* Dinesh Bahadur, Come Fight a 
Kite (New York: Harvey House, 
1978), p. 30. 
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couraged by the isolation of the 
crafter from a dialogue about 
what he or she is doing. On the 
other hand, this learning tradition 
assures that the skills and methods 
carried down over time evolve 
only very slowly and conservative- 
ly. There is less dross in what is 
actually learned and valued. Thus 
the Indian fighter kite is alive and 
well in Trinidad. 

Diagram 

CHICKICHONG or DINKY 


fe 5 " N 



THE CHICKICHONG 
or DINKY 


Another kite I found in Trinidad 
is the Chickicbbng or Dinky, a 
Caribbean schoolboy’s first kite. 

The beloved characteristic of 
this tiny kite is that it can be 
made by a determined back 
bencher right in the classroom, 
indeed almost under the teacher’s 
nose if one is careful not to drop 
the spool of thread. In the open 
air classrooms of the tropics, the 
Chickichong may even be launched 
before official discovery. 

The paper is a page torn from a 
copybook (traditionally 7 x 8 fl ). 
A margin ofrr>ne inch is folded 
back along each side. For tail a 
second piece of copy paper must 
be patiently torn into one long 
strip by folding a half-inch margin 
along one edge, tearing almost to 
the end of the fold, turning, fold- 
ing and tearing again, and so on. 

THE FLYING 
CHATAIGNE LEAF 


Wayne Baldwin’s intriguing story 
of kite fishing in Palau* led me to 
tropical adventures with kite ma- 
terials foraged from the flora of 
Trinidad. I learned how to make a 
very simple but soul-satisfying 
kite, the Flying Chataigne Leaf. 

With my Trinidadian friends, 1 
studied Baldwin’s Kite Lines pho- 
tographs of breadfruit leaves trans- 
formed into kites. No Trinidadian 
we knew had ever done it— but why 
not try? Breadfruit trees abound 
in Trinidad’s tropical terrain. Leaf 
size varies from tree to tree. Due 
perhaps to soil variations, the 
leaves range from 15 to 36 inches 


*Wayne J. Baldwin, “Kite Fishing 
in Palau,” Kite Lines, Vol. 1 , No. 3 
(Fall 1977), pp. 32, 39. 



The Flying Chataigne Leaf rises 


over Tacarigua Recreation Field. 

from stem junction to tip. While 
standing on top of a chicken coop 
to reach for specimens, we no- 
ticed an even more likely kite 
candidate— the chataigne, a cousin 
of the breadfruit with a distinc- 
tive fruit and less deeply indented 
leaf margins. 

Baldwin reports that the Palau 
people dry their leaves between 
woven mats. We stacked ours 
amid layers of newspaper weight- 
ed down with a spare tire. In four 
days, the leaves had dried on the 
outer two-thirds of their surface. 
We were too eager to wait for total 
dryness, so we proceeded to the 
next step. (If you intend to fly 
leaves during a week’s Caribbean 
vacation, remember to forage for 
specimens on the First day.) 

Coconut palm fronds are used 
by the Palauans to reinforce the 
kite surface, and we followed their 


example. Unlike the kite leaf itself, 
these fronds do not need to be col- 
lected from living trees. Browning 
fronds can be found on the ground 
below most palm trees. Each spike 
can be easily detached from the 
frond spine with a pocket knife. 
It is then trimmed to pare away a 
soft undefiber. We prepared about 
12 of these for each kite, sharpen- 
ing one end of each spike to 
pierce the leaf surface. (We could 
more easily have raided the house- 
hold broom for spikes.) 

With the leaves, broom, sewing 
thread, Kite Lines and white wine 
in hand, we constructed the 
chataigne leaf kite. 

Treating the leaf’s stem as the 
top of the kite, we first wove 
broom across the surface of the 
leaf at intervals to include each 
lobe of its perimeter. Then we in- 
troduced three brooms at intervals 
from upper left to lower right and 
three at the reverse angle. One 
broom was entered along the ver- 
tical spine. We then reinforced sev- 
eral broom junctions with sewing 
thread and trimmed the ends of 
broom to approximately 5 inches 
beyond the edges of the leaf. We 
took about two leisurely hours at 
this, primarily because the weav- 
ing of each broom above and below 
the leafs surface must be done 
with care to avoid tearing the leaf. 

For bridle and flying line, we 
used #0 crochet thread. For tail 
we resorted to plastic. At the fly- 
ing Field, we discovered that care 
must also be taken to avoid catch- 
ing the bridle string on any of the 
protruding broom ends. A two- 
person launch and a steady breeze 
of about 12 m.p.h. solved this 
problem, but I wonder how the 
Palauans do it from canoes. 


In flight, the chataigne leaf kite 
rose swiftly and steadily as its 
diamond shape suggests. The visual 
impact of the kite aloft was some- 
thing quite beyond what we had 
anticipated. The kite was a visitor 
from our prehistory— a moving 
evocation of primordial human 
intelligence at play with nature. 

THE PAST 
AND THE FUTURE 

As Jonas Sampath, Gangai Ragobar 
and Shamshadeen Nizamudeen 
each made kites, we talked about 
politics, food prices, unions, agri- 
culture, marriage, religion and 
why young people are not as inter- 
ested in kites as they used to be. 
No one could explain why fewer 
youngsters are interested in learn- 
ing to make Mad Bulls, but people 
commented on the parallel decline 
in the popularity of pitching mar- 
bles. Perhaps the most important 
reason for the decrease in kite- 
making is Trinidad’s aggressively 
expanding economy since the oil 
boom of 1974. Hurried electrifica- 
tion and telephone programs have 
sent wires by the dozens across 
once-open recreation grounds and 
school yards. The technological 
upgrading of industry and govern- 
ment operations has made formal 
schooling increasingly important 
and competitive. The flow of 
money and ideas from New York 
and Toronto has brought to 
Trinidad such fads as roller 
skating and video games. 

Even rip-stop kites are becoming 
known ; as I departed for New York 
from Trinidad’s Piarco Airport, I 
sold a Conyne to the baggage- 
checker and another one to the 
security guard. ^ 



Amrta Ramlochan, age 3, of 


Katwaroo Trace, flies her first kite. 

JUDITH JOHNSTON teaches an- 
thropology at Adelphi University 
in Garden City, Long Island, New 
York, specializing in East Indian 
culture and the Caribbean. She 
made her first kite in November 
1979 and started Happy Kites , a 
cottage kite production company, 
in March 1980. All drawings are by 
the author. Also all photographs 
are hers with the exception of 
those identified in caption credits. 
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From ULTRA KITE (Tyvek Specialists) 

If You’re Searching for Unique Custom Designs 
Try These Two, New Original Models at My Risk! 


SUN BIRD — a truly new breed of kite. 
Most nearly like a large Indian Fighter. 
Unique “tension framing” — stabilized 
by Conyne-type. double keels. “Cross- 
bow” double, fiber glass spars. Over 
7-sq.-ft. surface area (35" x 34" with 8" 
x8" keels). Very quick, agile, responsive 
in flight. Bright yellow-orange. 

ONLY $11.95, plus $1.00 shipping 


MOON BIRD — original design com- 
bines best features of two “greats” — 
the stub-wing box and Conyne. Over- 
size keels, double wings, double fiber 
glass spars for “true” box performance. 
Over 7-sq.-ft. surface (35" x 30" with 
11" x 11" keels.) Very stable, high- 
angle flier. Bright purple orange design. 

ONLY $10.95, plus $1.00 shipping 


TOP VALUE, new Deluxe Line features: Virtually unbreakable fiber glass spars 
(cross-sticks). Airplane spruce hardwood longerons. Die-stamped, double-riveted 
plastic wing-tip fasteners. Pre-set bridle with brass swivel. DuPont Tyvek covering — 
very tear-resistant , waterproof, stretch-proof, non-porous. 

GUARANTEED, best flying kites at the price or your money back! 

FREE, “ Tips on Buying and Flying Kites '' booklet (28-pgs.) with kite purchase. 

YES, we still offer our two, lower-priced Standard Models. Write for details. 


Send check, money order or (overseas) American money draft to: 

ULTRA KITE: 1304 Clark Building, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

Att: Retailers: Send for complete wholesale information package. 


KITES 

Does the high price of 
quality kites have you holding 
an empty string? 

Try us. We are strictly mail order 
and Guarantee the lowest prices 
anywhere. 

Largest selection available. 

Send $1.00 for catalog. 

BAYER’S KITES, P.O. Box 96, Glenshaw, PA 15116 


This Bear Flies! 

Attach him to any ordinary kite and up he 
goes. In fact, sometimes he doesn't want to 
come down. This 5-in. bear arrives in his 
own handmade calico kite-flying harness, 
and includes photos and “bear-talk" with 
his flying friends. Order several and form 
an airborne bearforce! 

$8.95 postpaid. Mass, residents add 5% tax. Kite not in- 
cluded. Flying Bears Unlimited. Suite 14A, 935 Washington 
St., Newtonville, MA 02160 
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NOW YOU CAN READ 
THE COMPLETE 
KITE TALES MAGAZINE- 
ON MICROFILM! 


$2. 50/issue 
$85/fulI set 


Now the complete file 
of back issues of Kite 
Tales (predecessor of 
Kite Lines) is available 
on microfilm. The set 
includes all 40 issues 
in 49 microfiche jackets representing a total 
of approximately 1600 pages, from the first 
issue, October 1964, to the last, November 
1976. Kite plans, profiles, commentary, news 
—original resource material available nowhere 
else. A must for researchers, collectors and 
historic libraries. Microfiche may be read in 
almost any library and selected paper copies 
made for individual study by using certain 
copiers. Sorry, no paper copies available 
from microfilm and no single pages available 
on paper or microfilm. Offered through a 
royalty agreement with Robert M. Ingraham, 
editor-founder. (The full set of microfiche 
weighs 7V* oz.; one issue weighs under 1 oz.) 




DISTINGUISH YOURSELF 


Put some kite aficionados together and 
listen to them talk. Sooner or later they’ll 
mention Kite Lines, the singular quarterly 
journal devoted entirely to kites. 

The growing worldwide community of 
adult kiters draws not only most of its new 
information but much of its sense of kin- 
ship from this rare gem of a magazine. 

More people are becoming kiters all the 
time and Kite Lines is opening up new skies 
to all of them. Kiting’s multiple layers of 
appeal as science, art, craft and sport give it 
enduring fascination. Kite clubs (over 50) 
and kite shops (about 200) are now active 
worldwide. These varied groups have one 
thing in common — Kite Lines, kiting’s 
standard of reference since 1977 (and 
preceded by Kite Tales since 1964). 

Noted for its fine photography, design 
and printing. Kite Lines is fit for your 
coffee table— if you can stand to leave it 
there. But it’s likely to become dog-eared, 
used, saved and cherished for its authoritative 
information, available nowhere else. 

You can expand your knowledge of kites 
and find friends in the field— with Kite Lines. 

A valuable contribution to aeronautical 
knowledge. I have often recommended your 
magazine. Paul Edward Garber, Historian 
Emeritus, National Air & Space 
Museum, Smithsonian 


I wonder if there’s another single human- 
made object quite so special as the kite. 
Kite Lines brings us the hum, the music of 
the line. It’s our magazine. Tal Streeter, 
American sculptor and kite authority 


NEW! KITE PLANS PACKETS! 

Instructions, material lists & dimensional drawings 
for proven kite designs: 
PACKET 1 : The Sanjo Rokkaku, a classic of Japan adapted to U.S. 

materials, with details applicable to other kites, by Mel Govig 
PACKET 2: Four favorites for beginning kitemakers: the 
Standard Sled Kite, Mini-Sled, Standard Delta Wing Kite 8c 

the GIANT 29^- Foot-Wide Delta, all by Dan Lirot 
In kite stores or from Kite Lines, each ppd., $3.50 



r 


SUPER CONVENIENT ALL-IN-ONE ORDER FORM I 

(for everything except books) (Please Print) 

Please send me the following: 

ITEMSi^hhm^h^^^hh 


Quan. 

Description (for back issues and reprints specify which ones) 

Price per 
item 

Price 


1 

1 1 

i 


! 

l 1 

I 


1 

1 1 

i 


! 

I S 


Subtotal for items 1 

MD residents add 5% state tax < 
(foreign orders add estimated shipping) 




SUBSCRIPTIONS:! 


Please enter my subscription to Kite Lines as follows: 

(Check one) □ 8 issues (2 yrs.) □ 4 issues (1 yr.) 

(Check one) ONew □ Renewal 

BONUS: All new subscriptions start with the Kite Lines Annotated Kite Bibliography 
followed by journal issues as published, unless order specifies to start with current issue. 


Rates are: 

4 issues 
8 issues 


USA & its 
possessions 

$9.00 

17.00 


Canada & 
Mexico 

$ 10.00 

19.00 


foreign 
surface mail* 

$11.50 

22.00 


My subscription ! > 

Foreign air mail postage <> 

Gift subscriptions 
(enclose full information) 

Subtotal for subscription(s) J ► 


*Special air mail rates for foreign mailings are $4.00 per year additional for Central America; 
$6.00 per year additional for Europe, Israel, South America or North Africa; $8.00 per year 
additional for all other countries. 

F R E E B I E S : 

One of each per request with order. (To order freebies sep- 
arately, please enclose SASE. Bulk rates available on request.) 

Check: □ “Brief Guide to Safe & Sure Kiting’’ 

□ “On Forming a Kite Club’’ 

Make check or money order payable to Kite Lines. All foreign orders must be paid in U.S. 
dollars through a U.S. bank or by international or postal money order. 


TOTAL 

AMOUNT 

ENCLOSED 


SHIPPING: Our policy is to ship within 56 hours of order receipt. We notify you of any delay 
beyond this. We use UPS or postal service as appropriate. Fot orders other than subscriptions, 
please give us an address rather than a p.o. box. Sorry, no CODs; no billing except VISA or MC. 


My Name 


My Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


Please give us a phone number to call if necessary about your order :_ 

CREDIT CARD CHARGES: 


Please charge above order to my credit card: 
□ VISA □ MasterCard 

Account Number 


Expiration Date 


Cardholder’s Signature 


U - 


Charges may be ordered by telephone 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. EST 
O Telephone 301-484-6287 

Clip and send to: Kite Lines, 7106 Campfield Road, Baltimore, MD 21207, USA. 
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duietcAitvei AfieeiedigeA in tAlgtaA titeA. 


We deAign and fixeetuce tdteA of excefdioned ofiaditg, 
and we diAtutade oat fi/ioductA diieettg to tdte efiecadtg 
dcAeA ocmaa the United dtateA and Canada. 


We complete in cntg one aAfeect of ttie tdte induAteg, 
and we heme a tending ma/dcet idut/w in thud a/wu\ 
we mate amt Aett none dt/tgta/i tdteA them omg edhei 
meinujeietu ie t at diAtdhutei. 


We inmte f t Widuet inguideA jhom teitti deeded and 
enthuAtaAtA'. wdte to ( £gnn 0 trcnnei at 
ttuietcAitveA WiteA, 4385 dtovuAen f£tieet, 
tjfdn PtmnciAco, tatifeliiiet 95403, cA ce/tt aA at 
(545) 865-2579. 


MAEBASHICITY HAS FAMILY FUN 



The morning of May 9, 1982, dawned to 
a clear sky and a light wind— just the kind 
of day for an outdoor event. And such an 
event was about to start at Maebashi City 
(two hours from Tokyo) as the organizers 
prepared for the Seventh Annual Maebashi 
City Kite Fly Contest. 

Spawned as a community project to 
offer fun and games for the whole family, 
the kite contest impressed city officials as 
a good thing when persons attending de- 
manded more of the same. Thus it became 
a yearly affair with attendance increasing 
each year. 

Blessed with a large park facility, the 
city had plenty of room for the hundreds 
that attended the kite fly. There was even 
room left for more than one baseball 
game. Sponsors of the event are the City 
Council and the Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce. Prizes in three categories were 
awarded— and won mostly by children!— 
for original design, group-made kite and 
a one-design kite, which this year was the 
airplane kite. 

The soft wind that welcomed the day 
rose slightly toward noon, allowing most 
kites to get aloft. The biggies, however, 
never really caught their piece of the 



Above, elephant kite which flew well and 
won a prize for original design. Below, one of 
the many student groups attending the contest. 



action and remained land-locked for most 
of the day. 

Having no trouble at all flying was Mr. 
Kihara of Tokyo, whose insect kites are 
made from the lightest materials he can 
find. For example, the dragonfly’s body 
is made of styrofoam and the wings are 
light paper with bamboo reinforcement. 
He also uses balsa wood and very thin 
plastic sheet for some kites. For string, he 
takes silk stockings apart and uses the 


Right, insect 
kites by Mr. 
Kihara. The 
dragonfly is 
a "great flier" 
says author 
Hoffman. 
Below, an 
unusual "koi" 
(carp) kite. 


individual fibers. He also uses very light 
synthetic materials such as nylon. 

Kihara ’s reels are, I think, unique. He 
uses flat spools from thin fishing line with 
wooden dowel attached to the center, 
much like the stick-and-plate act a juggler 
uses. By holding the spool parallel to the 
ground, he lets out or spins the stick with 
his right hand while guiding the flying 
line with his left. Since he never flies too 
high or far away— mainly because he can’t 
see the kite at a distance— small spools 
and short lengths of line are used. 

During the Maebashi contest when Mr. 
Kihara was demonstrating his bug kites, 
one of the people watching said to be 
careful “or a bird will take it for the real 
thing” and try to eat it. 

Naturally, these kites only fly in very 
light winds. In order not to be left out, 
Kihara always has one or two Japanese- 
type square kites for the heavier breezes. 

I was invited to this contest as one of 
several judges and after enjoying a great 
day in the sun 1 am now looking forward 
to returning to old and new friends. For 
anyone planning a visit to Japan in May, 
put Maebashi City on the list of places to 
see. You will not be sorry. ^ 







de cRuymbeke s C T IM 

the original Trench Ornithoptef 

• Best wholesale prices nationally 

• Packaged with English instructions 

• Also available - flying bird T-shirts. P ‘ US ^ & hand '' n9 

posters, and extra rubber bands ^ 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Send your greeting aloft on a 

Peter Powell Inflatable Streamer. 

(Or tie it around the old oak tree.) 

Continuous color printing on white back- 
ground. 4" wide polyethylene tubing. 

State length required. 

6 cents per foot plus $1 post. + packing. 
Peter Powell Kites, Inc. 1040N.E. 43 
Court Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33334 
Tel. 305 565-5588 Telex 514365 
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THE COMET TAIL 
l£> PROUD TO OFFER. A 
UNIQUE LINE OF HANDCRAFTED 
NYLON KITES AND WINDSOCK 


FEATURING : 

• DIAMONDS, DELTAS AND SPECIAL DESIGNS 

• KITES FOR EVERYONE ! STARTING AS LOW AS 

• MARIAH WINDSOCKS- THREE STYLES TO CHOOSE: FROM 
ALSO AVAILABLE. IN KITS 

•CUSTOM OK DE:RB AVAILABLE UPON REOUEST 

•CALL OK WKITE FOR FPEE CATALOG 

• DEALER. INQUIRES INVIT&P 

•rSOS) 737-7403 
Z07Z SE LINDA 
CORVALLIS/ OREGON 
97333 



UNSURPASSED 
QUALITY 


s 


only from 

QQOt f 


Jcite. 

SPOOLS 


Dealers write: 

2021 Folsom Street 
San Francisco, CA 94110 
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YOUR BIGGEST SOURCE FOR SPOOLS OF ALL TYPES AND SIZES, EVERY LENGTH AND STRENGTH OF KITE LINE, KITES AND 
SPECIAL PRODUCTS. NEW! • RAINBOW PARA-SLED • RAINBOW WIND SOCK • COMPLETE LINE OF MYLAR ® KITES 




INTERNATIONAL 

CONNECTIONS 

1120 STATE STREET 
SANTA BARBARA, CA 93101 
(805) 965-6553 
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WRESTLE WITH THE WIND©— SKYNASAUR! 


THE SKYNASAUR' - is an incredible new space-age wind-powered flying device! And it's a whole new sport — 
SKYNASAURING! A new outdoor activity for ail but the very young. They are too light for the power the 
SKYNASAUR ** generates! You have two control handles and as the SKYNASAUR"* soars 200 feet away from 
you, you can make it respond any way you want. You can even make it dive in the water . . . and take off again, 
shaking the water from its wings as it climbs back into the sky, and then into any combination of loops and 
figure-eights. The SKYNASAUR ** flies two to three times the speed of the wind and. because of space-age 
technology and construction, is almost indestructible. Exhilarating, euphoric . . . and a sport you'll want to get 
Into. Synchronized flying, aerobatics, dogfighting, ballet. The 54-inch wing span folds into umbrella 
dimensions. Includes string, control handles, carrying case and one-year limited warranty. Recreation and 
competition models. 


Exciting Outdoor Fun 


Dogfight With Your Friends 


Radar Clocked at 66 MPH 


Models For All Ages 


For information and 
dealer nearest you 
call toll free 800-525- 
0980 (except Alaska, 
Colorado A Hawaii) 


721 Front Street 
Louisville, CO 80027 USA 
Tel. (303) 666-9000 



CAPE COD'S ORIGINAL WONDERFUL KITE STORE 


BOX 1032-240 COMMERCIAL ST. 
PR0VINCET0WN, CAPE COD, MASSACHUSETTS 02657 

617-487-3766 

also located at 

570 MAIN ST., HYANNIS, MASSACHUSETTS 02601 

617-775-7263 
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Text and Photographs by 
Stephen Huffstutler 

Letters and posters had proclaimed to 
Caen, to France, to the world that in a 
large field called The Prairie there were to 
be kites, parachutists, wind machines, in- 
flatable buildings, wind vanes, wind sculp- 
tures, hot air balloons, boomerangs— any- 
thing that uses the air to work. This was 
not to be an ordinary kite event! 

The idea grew from a festival of kite 
films in 1979 sponsored by an organization 
called Atelier d’A. It seemed to them that 
a festival for flying kites would be more 
fun than just watching them on film. 

Workshops were started four months 
beforehand, set up at a place in the center 
of town called Eole 5. Here teachers, 
parents and children were taught how to 
build kites. Many of the kite builders 
were doing it for the first time. Starting 
with simple deltas, sleds and hexagon 
kites, some of the students went on to 
build kites of their own design. Teachers 
went back to their schools to teach 
students from 3 years old to high-school 
age how to make their dreams fly. In 
support of this grass-roots effort, some 
members of the Cerf-Volant Club de 
France came to offer assistance for the 
workshops and to fly their beautiful kites 
on the festival days of May 1 and 2. 

During the week before the kiteflying, 
there were film showings and expositions. 
For the weekend, parades of arriving 
participants . began to appear at the 
Prairie. Displayed inside an inflatable 
building were beautiful Chinese, Japanese 
and Filipino kites provided by Tsutomu 
Hiroi of Japan and Jose Maceda of the 
Philippines. In another inflatable building 
one could build kites, buy them ready- 
made or get books on kites and kiteflying. 

Meanwhile, unusual wind vanes were 
turning, boomerangs were whirling back 



STEPHEN HUFFSTUTLER (below) went 
to his first kite festival in Dieppe , France, 
in 1980. Then his wife by chance saw a 
poster for the fete in Caen, home to the 
Huffstutlers. Thereupon they built their 
first kites: he a French Rescue kite two 
meters wide, she a one-meter-square kite. 
Hers flew well. His flew in circles to the 
right. After hundreds of friendly sugges- 
tions and many adjustments, the kite now 
“flies both left and right,” Stephen says. 



to their throwers, parachutists were man- 
euvering to land in the center of the 
festivities and kite fanciers were getting 
their kites ready. 

The afternoon saw 108 kitefliers from 
the French kite club, 11 members of the 
Dutch kite club, 40 students from the 
Ecole des Beaux Arts in Caen and hun- 
dreds of kiteflying families trying to 
catch the wind with their creations. The 
students from the Ecole dcs Beaux Arts 
flew their kites wearing costumes and 
makeup to match. It seemed that the 
crowd was determined to fill the sky with 
every conceivable kite design, though rain 
was threatening to dampen spirits and the 
wind was blowing strong. Soon the rain 
did fall, but afterwards the festivities 
returned with fireworks and an attempt 
to launch a hot air balloon. 

Sunday the wind was not as strong. 
The French and Dutch clubs, after recov- 
ering from a dinner that included singing 
and piano-playing, flew Codys, Flexifoils, 
Parafoils, French military kites, large 
sleds, variations of Hargrave box kites, 
Bell tetrahedral kites, square-shaped flat 
kites en train and many other beautiful 
kites. Since this was not a contest, the 
kitefliers could fly as many kites as they 
could find room to handle. 

In another part of the field, children 
played with an inflatable “worm” which 
seemed to jump about among them. In 
the evening there was a light show which 
incorporated kites and inflatables. Later a 
film on Japanese kites was shown on a 
large screen. 

It was estimated that 20,000 people 
came to fly or watch the kites and other 
activities. From this festival, a kite club is 
being developed in Caen, and hopes are in 
the air for another festival in two years. 
Two stores in town now sell fine kites 
and another shop is selling Tyvek. The 
wind in Caen will never be the same. ^ 


couPtevm 

tans \e- PRHIRIf 
CA6U m2 


blower speed 
is changed. 

2. Coeur de 
Parafoil flown by 
Dominique & 
Philippe Pallut. 

3. Self-imprint 
student art on a 
Japanese style kite 

4. CVCdeF kiter 
Colette Geffroy. 

5. Ecole des Beaux 
Arts fantasy. 

6. Chinese kite on 
static display. 


independently 
moving parts. 



Addendum : ALTERNATE 
KITE GREASING 
PROCEDURES 1? 



By Kathe and George Qualls 

A technique which we have found to be a 
lifesaver in the lubrication of large kites is 
apparently not widely applied. Although 
we dreamed it up, it is likely others have 
hit on the same practical idea in the past. 

In flying first our M-9 delta-Conynes 
(83 square feet) and then our M-12s (148 
square feet), we were often worried when 
winds gusted to 20 m.p.h. To protect 
both the kite and the kitefliers, we tried 
to lubricate for maximum expected wind 
speed, but this left much to be desired, as 
the kite often came down between gusts. 

A two-minute brainstorming session 
gave birth to the next natural step, which 
was to stop using the Japanese synthetic 
lubricants we have all become dependent 
upon in these last few years and get back 
to something more basic and indigenous- 
in this instance a perfectly ordinary mix- 
ture of mayonnaise and peanut butter. It 
must be admitted that this discovery was 
due less to rigorous “brainstorming” than 
to some rather sloppy picnic arrange- 
ments on the kite field. In my case, it is 
sufficient to state here that the mixture 
clarified itself aloft with the peanut 
butter adhering to the “windward” 
surfaces and the mayonnaise to the 
“leeward.” This change from mixture to 
prime ingredients was a fascinating thing 
to watch. Many on the field called the 
gradual change from a light tan to the 
clear definition of brown and white a 
truly moving aesthetic experience. The 
manner of control should be obvious to 
all those who have been into lubricants 
for the past decade; we simply changed 
one of the Lubricant Control Cords from 
white to brown! In other words, “Grab 
the brown one when in trouble!” 

This concept worked so well that we 
decided to expand the application to kite- 
fliers as well as the kites themselves. We 


have found this procedure produces a 
really thrilling symbiotic relationship be- 
tween the flier and his kite although it 
does demand a high level of both team- 
work and discipline. The teamwork 
comes in with careful application; we 
have, as the result of many experiments, 
found that the peanut butter works best 
on one’s back and it is obviously beyond 
most of us to get a smooth and even 
spread without assistance. The discipline 
comes in always keeping the mayonnaise 
out of the wind. 

Postscript: Since the appearance of the 
above article, we have had many indica- 
tions of similar experiments both in this 
country and around the world. One of the 
most intriguing of these was performed 
by Jimbo and Sue Ellen McPhearson from 
Little Falls, Arkansas. They report that 
their kites work almost as well as ours 
when they substitute Log Cabin syrup for 
the mayonnaise and a thin coating of dev- 
iled ham for the peanut butter. It is our 
feeling that it probably works all right 
but that it is not as pretty as our recipe. 
Another one from France, however, does 
sound quite fetching: Marie and Pierre 
Lechien report they have had great 
success with a bottle of Chateau Lafite- 
Rothschild 1928 and a film of pate. ^ 


PRACT ICAL NOTES ON KITE GRE ASING : 

A. We have found it almost impossible to go 
out on the kite field for a lubricating session 
without the comfort and assistance of an Alvar 
Aalto Tea Trolley. It works beautifully for 
storage and mixing. We keep the more solid 
ingredients (peanut butter, pate, pablum, etc.) 
on the top tray and the wine, mayonnaise, hot 
sauce, etc., on the bottom. This separation 
works as a safeguard against premature combi- 
nation of the elements. 

B. This shows lubricant application on a field 
model lubricating rig. The best ones we find 
come from Italy. Gucci makes a particularly 
elegant one in lizard skin. Some people may 
feel that lizard skin is a bit pushy and expensive 
but some standards must be kept. 

C. This poor creature illustrates the most 
prevalent pitfall of working in the '"symbiotic 
mode." He has held his lubricated kite between 
his lubricated body and the wind. It is a clear 
example of gross incompetence. 

D. Here we have an example of good lubricated 
kiteflying. The flier's posture is correct and he 
is shown on the "cutting edge” of the art 
attempting to transfer ingredients from one kite 
to another while they are aloft! Needless to say, 
this has not yet been accomplished, but don't 
turn your back on the gallant attempt. 

E. This is realty bad form. The flier here has 
committed a cardinal sin by using the ingredi- 
ents internally rather than externally. 

THE QUALLSES are Philadelphia zanies. They 
are believed to be responsible for the recent 
shift in the public perception of Philadelphia as 
a city inherently devoid of zanies. 
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A t INDIAN KITES 

ALL OVER THE WORLD 

4 + > 

1 


^aleem 

£xCo. 

GOVT. OF INDIA EXPORT AWARD WINNERS 

IN FLYING KITES & ACCESSORIES 

Member of Sports Goods Export 

Promotion Council of India 

Largest Manufacturers & Exporters 
of Flying Kites & Wooden Spools, 
mainly to U.S.A., Canada & Europe 

ALL 

Custom, Fancy. 

TYPES 

Fighter Kites, Tukkal, 

OF 

Star of India. Polyester 

KITES 

Kites (Printed & Plain) 

ALL 

Rainbow spools in very 

SIZES 

bright & attractive color 

OF 

combinations. Plain 

SPOOLS 

sheesham spools, sheesham 
spools with brass inlay 
artistic work, twisted spools, 
brass plates spools, wooden 
spikes -and sharp cutting 
line in best qualily. 

PRICES 

Most competitive. 

SUPPLY 

Regular suppliers in large 
quantities. Vast export 
experience. 20.000 spools 
per month mfg. capacity. 

neNJw ii iu; 

Phone: 

SALEEM & COMPANY 

625 

P. O. Box 4 

Cable: 

49. Bazar Mulla Zarief 

HANDICRAFT 

RAMPUR, U P. 244901, INDIA 



RIPSTOE 


Rugged, Low Porosity 

ALL COLORS AVAILABLE — SAME DAY SHIPMENT 
•Red *Blue • Orange •Yellow 

•White • Black •Green •Purple 

41" wide $1.75 per yard 

California Peninsula Textiles 

P.O. Box 7000-14 Telephone numbers 
Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274 213-515-7001 or 213-515-7002 



<g) MORGAN INC 


AIRTOYS ARE AN 

EXCLUSIVE. 


THE NEW AIR FORCE... 

© 

from AIRTIME 

Look for cute, cuddly and 

popular § ififceldO 

on a wide range of Airtoys 
at your local Retailer. 

Flying has never been so much fun. 
Buy one for wind, another for party 
favors or another for indoor flights. 



AIRTIME 


AIRTIME MFC., INC. 

FRESH AIR IDEAS 

2978 TEAGARDEN STREET 
SAN LEANDRO, CA.94S77 


CALL TOLL FREE 
(800) 227-2398 
IN CALIFORNIA 
(415) 895-8373 
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' 

Nothing , Absolutely Nothing 
Conies Between Me And My 
MARBLEHEAD KITE 



Don't you be left out! Rainbows, Wildflowers, Unicorns, Toucans, 
they're all here! Marblehead Kites are the finishing touch for any 
complete display of kites. Call or write today for wholesale informa- 
tion on our complete line of fabric kites. For retail information please 
enclose $1 .00, refundable with first order. 

MARBLEHEAD KITE SOMPANY 

P.O. BOX 961 MARBLEHEAD, MA 01945 (617) 631-7166 

J 



A GA3DEI1 OF VEGECA3LE WTO *OCO 

CARROTS LETTUCE DRIED CHILI PEPPER CORN STRAWBERRIES 


HAND-CRAFTED, HOME-BLOWN PRODUCE FROM: Highland Sta. 

KRAPETV <IEEi Box 11,49 


Fighter Kites 
Follow-Up 

By Mel Govig 

A number of readers have responded to 
my article on kite fighting in the First 
Quarter 1982 Kite Lines. Here are some 
of the points raised. 

First, my Easy Learner Fighter called 
for \b M -dia. fiberglass rod, but I had eye- 
balled it— and miscalled it. The rod is 
more nearly 2mm or And for a 

rip-stop nylon version of the kite, cut a 
17 n square (the 24 M is the diagonal). 

Second, some disagreement has been 
voiced with my ratings table, to which I 
can only say, “I calls ’em as I sees ’em.” 
In fact, I have never met a fighter kite I 
didn’t like. One aspect that I regret I 
didn’t rate is predictability (kite-to-kite 
similarity). On this I would give top rat- 
ings to the Vic’s Fighter Kite. 

The biggest area of discussion con- 
cerned adjustments. Use of weights was 
mentioned by Louis Denov, Vic Heredia, 
Wayne Hosking and others. I have tried a 
small (V4 * f -dia.) ball of modeling clay on 
fighter kites. Placed at the head, it extends 
the kite’s turns into long, graceful arcs. 
Placed at the tail, it produces tight, fast 
spins, losing but a few feet of altitude. It 
makes the kites neither unmanageable nor 
unmaneuverable, but it changes the dia- 
meter and therefore the speed of turns. In 
view of this, I believe the effect of revers- 
ing the longeron in the Aussie Fighter 
kite is due more to weight than to flex. 

Some additional adjustments have 
been suggested for fighters that fly to one 
side only. Jack Van Gilder notes that the 
imbalance may be from a warped spar, in 
which case the problem can be corrected 
by twisting the spar against the warp until 
it lies flat in the plane of the kite. Also 
Jack suggests that if you put plastic tape 
at the shoulder on the side toward which 
the kite turns, you will both tighten the 
cover and stiffen the spar on that side. 
Because it is a compound correction, it 
should be done in small steps. Vic Heredia 
says that burning a hole (with the cigar- 
ette of an unreformed friend) on the side 
toward which the kite won’t turn corrects 
paper fighters. Lastly, Van Gilder, credit- 
ing Takeshi Nishibayashi, suggests that a 
short (two- or three-inch) two-leg bridle 
at the cross spar will let you make lateral 
corrections. 

It’s great to see there are so many 
informed fighter fliers out there and a 
pleasure to share their expertise. May the 
good word on fighters keep spreading. ^7 
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Empty Spaces in the Sky... 


kites were transmitted by his attractive 
little book on the subject, which he print- 
ed and sold at low cost in order to make 
it available to many people, including 
children. He is survived by his wife, two 
children and two grandchildren, all of 
whom grew up flying Bermuda kites. 

Harry F. Booker, Sterling Heights, Ml 

Active member of the 5/20 Kite Group 
Harry Booker died at age 71 on December 6, 
1982. He and his wife Georgia had become 
kite enthusiasts about seven years earlier. 
Since then he had become an integral part 
of the local recreation department’s 
annual kite clinic. Harry made most of his 
own kites and he shared his experience, 
knowledge, patience and enthusiasm in 
teaching hundreds of children to make 
kites. He brought adults into kiting as 
well and attended the AKA convention 
in Detroit in October 1982. 

Harry Booker once said of kites, “You 
are only limited by your imagination,” a 
philosophy that he not only lived but 
passed on to others. ^ 


Great Winds Has Your Fish!!! 



Great Variety: 5quid in 4 sizes/koi in 6 sizes and a selection of 6 bright colors 
(red, orange, green, blue, purple, black). 

Great Quality: Finely detailed designs, full-cut bodies of lasting nylon, larger 
mouths, sound tethers. 

Great List Prices: (koi) 17'7$3.50, 37'7*7.50, 50"/$15., 60"/$17.50, 
78'7$21„ 1 18 # 7$35., and Orca (killer whale)/$ 18. . . . 

Dealers — Write today for our price list. 

Great Winds Kites 

166 5. Jackson St. Seattle, Wa. 98104 


Frank Watlington, "Bermuda Kites" 

Frank Watlington, known to the kite com- 
munity as the author of “Bermuda Kites,” 
died in November, 1982 at the age of 66. 
He was best known as an innovative 
oceanographic engineer who made the 
equipment to record the first songs of the 
whales. Frank had been a longtime friend 
of Kite Lines. His thorough appreciation 
and knowledge of Bermuda’s traditional 



I’W* COSMIC U FO. 

SPINNER KITES 


— FREE — 

CATALOG SHEET & PRICE LIST 

OR SEND *10°° (chock or money order) 

FOR SAMPLES OF 3 KITE SIZES 


WINDY DAY TOYS • (219)980-1752 
RO BOX 8139 • MERRILLVILLE. IN 46410 



HORNBEAM ROTOR 661 KITE PLAN 

Plus : 

A Magnus Effect Discussion 
A W/S vs Wind Velocity Table 

Alls $2.50 Postpaid in the U.S.A. 
(Airmailed Overseas for $3. 50) 

Send Check or Money Order to: 
PINEY MOUNTAIN AIR FORCE 
Box 7304, Charlottesville, VA 22906 



Uteifteu o 




REFERENCE 
AGENCY 
AND CUSTOM 
CONSTRUCTION. 
BROCHURE 
ON REQUEST. 


Mel Govig, Kite Advertising 
7 106 Camp field Road 
Baltimore, MD 21207 
8 USA 
Tel 301-484-6287 



ROGALLO KITES-famous originals! 


Red Mylar®Flexikite $7 

Red nylon Corner Kite 40 

Yellow calico Corner Kite 40 

Double-size Corner Kite, 

11 1 long x 46 H high 125 


All postpaid from: Rogallo Flexikites 

3009 Creel Court, Woodbridge, VA 22192 
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STATESIDE S. IMTERNATONAL 


News From Here and There, 


COLORADO 

Frances A. Weaver writes to us 
from Pueblo: 

A municipal kitefly. That’s what 
we had here in Pueblo during 
Pueblo Days in mid-May 1982. 
Since our steel mill has suffered 
from foreign competition and the 
local economy had the blues, we 
welcome new business with open 
arms— and the Hi-Flier kite com- 
pany had just moved to town. 

In celebration of the new kin- 
ship of Hi-Flier and Pueblo, a kite 
festival was sponsored by the 
Pueblo Exchange Club and kites 
were provided free by merchants. 
Everyone in town was urged to 
join the fun. The object was to 
fly as many “Pueblo Kites” at one 
time as was possible. 

It was an amazing project: Hi- 
Flier produced more than 16,000 
kites bearing a Pueblo logo; the 
Exchange Club members sold the 
kites to merchants; the kites were 
given to customers by businesses 
all over town; and on May 15 a 
mass kite-in was held on the 
campus of our university. 

According to most estimates, 
2500 or more people arrived 
carrying their Pueblo kites. There 
was registration for drawings but 
no kiteflying contests. Shifting 
midday winds (a frequent occur- 
rence close to the mountains) 
delayed’ launchings slightly, then 
the sky filled with hundreds of 
identical kites. Each carried the 
message of the day: “Pueblo- 
On the Way Up!” 

The only kite club in the area, 
the Beulah Valley Association for 
Tethered Flight, flew demonstra- 
tion kites, but the event was essen- 
tially for novices. The kiteflicrs 
ranged in age from toddlers to 
grandparents, all out to enjoy the 
day and each other. There was a 


Hi-Fliers brighten the skies in 
Pueblo, CO. The fly is unusual 
because all the kites are alike. 




great feeling of mutual concern— 
almost affection ! 

It was a memorable day, one 
that bears repeating. The Exchange 
Club promoters and Hi-Flier rep- 
resentatives counted 600 of the 
identical kites in the air at one 
time. Nobody tried to count the 
tangles of lines. That was a part of 
the fun, tolerated with good 
humor. There are still thousands 
of the Pueblo kites around town, 
waiting for the next good breeze. 

We all feel better now, thank you. 

MARYLAND 

September 25, 1982 saw a new and 
exciting beginning for the Ocean 
City, MD Kite and Seafood Festival 
(called the Grand National when 
it was held in 1978). This time 
there was no competition, but 
prizes were offered to kiters who 
set world records. Also partici- 
pants who registered in advance 
were given a seafood dinner after 
the fly. That, and the beautiful 
sunny weather, was enough to 
attract hundreds of enthusiasts 
and kites from up and down the 
eastern seaboard. 

A crew from New Jersey had 
brought some Summer Snowflake 
kites to fly in triples, for an effect 
that startled the manufacturers, 
Nick and Sallie Van Sant, who 
were visiting the festival from 
Massachusetts. Other beautiful 
kites seen were Jon Burkhardt’s 
long-tailed craft, Rainbow stunters 
as flown by the skilled George 
Fohs and the Sunfest cobra kite 
flown by the Kite Loft. Bill Tyrrell 
and Bob Sessions, with help from 
a volunteer crew, succeeded in fly- 
ing their spectacular 40-foot Peter 
Lynn box kite for about a half 
hour. Its pull was not the expected 
record breaker, but the sight of it 
hovering like a cloud and casting 
its giant shadow on the sand 
brought thousands of oglers to 
the boardwalk and beach. The 
crowd attending the Sunfest, a 
Chamber of Commerce promo- 
tion, were treated to outstanding 
kites aloft all day in brisk winds. 
The festival is expected to contin- 
ue as an annual Ocean Ciy event. 

At the end of the day, the kiters 
enjoyed kite conversation along 
with delicious seafood in a court- 
yard restaurant. Arne Brenten 
averred that the event surpassed 
any he had seen before for quanti- 
ty, quality and spectacle in kites. 
Some of them were still flying as 
he spoke— a big Bermuda by Mel 
Govig, a handsome Cloud Pleasers 
delta, a “Go Kart” advertising kite 
with kids holding it for a try 
(which failed) at the duration 
record. Kiters would occasionally 
leave their tables and run out to 


the beach to see if the kites were 
still flying. They were and we 
were for a long time after. V.G. 

MICHIGAN 

Laurie Akerros Katkowsky writes 
of unusual kites and kiting: 

We had been invited to help open 
the annual Detroit/Montreux Jazz 
Festival by flying kites atop 
Detroit’s Bob-Lo River Boat, help- 
ing to create a “spectacle” while 
several jazz bands entertained a 
thousand Detroiters on the three 
decks below. 

What to do to create a spectacle 
at a time when Detroiters’ spirits 
were at an all-time low after a 
recession-ravaged summer? We 
had our work cut out for us! 

In our second floor loft in 
Greektown, we of the Sky Line 
Kite Shop staff went down on our 
hands and knees to do hours of 
cutting, piecing and assembling of 
40 yards of black and white rip- 
stop nylon to make jazz kites. 

Ticketholders for the jazz cruise 
boarded the boat to find eight 
people on the top deck proudly 
flying two 50-foot piano-keyboard 
snake kites, an 11-foot-wingspan 
delta, a large diamond and a two- 
cell four-wing box, all in piano 
keyboard design. Flashcubes were 
popping, fingers were pointing, 
faces were smiling, and by the 
look of the crowd’s reaction we 
had done our job well. 

Heading along the Detroit River, 
we must have been a sight to be- 
hold. On our right, the city of 
Windsor, Ontario, Canada had a 
marvelous view of the kites and 
the boat, and the sounds of the 
jazz were surely reaching the shore. 
On our left, Detroiters shared the 
same delightful experience. 

When the boat reached the 
mouth of Lake St. Clair, we turned 
back up river, now heading direct- 
ly into the wind. Being avid stunt 
kitefliers, we had to give our 
dancing kites a try! Despite all the 
rigging lines on the top deck of 
the boat, we managed a launch 
and put on a show that some 
folks are still talking about. In the 
moonlight, on a clear, early fall 
night, three stunters danced up 
around the stars, dipping down 
and skimming across the river, 
then swooping back up beyond 
the first and second decks. As I 
flew, I could hear the oohs and 
aahs of the crowd lining the sides 
of the boat. It was magic! I don’t 
ever remember a more thrilling 
kiting experience! 

We saw more open mouths and 
smiling faces the other three days 
of the festival. We flew on Hart 
Plaza while some of the “greats” 
of jazz performed in several am- 


phitheaters around us. Hundreds 
of people stopped by to thank us 
for helping provide, for a brief 
time anyway, a respite from 
Detroit’s troubled times. We’d be 
happy to see the idea repeated by 
kiters in other cities. 


Witty airs: piano keyboard kites 
fly at Detroit/Montreux jazz fest. 





NEW YORK 



Letter 1 from Rick Kinnaird dated 
August 20, 1982: “Yes, sir, boys 
and girls. Rick Kinnaird’s gotten 
himself involved in another giant 
wham-bam project— making a large 
(60- foot-diameter) aerial sculpture 
to look like a flying saucer which 
will be flying October 3 at Poto- 
mac Park, Washington, DC and 
October 16 in New York City. We 
are going to need a team of about 
30 people to help inflate, hold 
down, etc., this piece. Qualifica- 
tions are rigid and very demanding. 
You must be able to consume un- 
known quantities of alcoholic 
beverages and be able to deal with 
constant change and chaos. . .it 
will be one helluva party.” 

Letter 2 from Rick, dated Sep- 
tember 17, 1982, announcing 

changes: “The Washington date is 
cancelled. The SSAS (Space Ship 
Aerial Sculpture) will be 40 feet 
in diameter, not 60 feet.” 

Letter 3 from Rick and Eileen 
Kinnaird, dated October 8, 1982 
gives a work calendar, deployment 
schedule and equipment list. Gas 
lift is to be replaced by aerody- 
namic lift in certain wind speeds, 
it says here. 

Verbal reports following the lift 
confirmed a fairly successful 


Flying in Central Park: Left, the 
de Kooning kite; right, the SSAS. 
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Bill Tyrrell 
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Come Fly with Us! 

Join the American 
Kitefliers Association and 
enjoy kite friends around 
the world. Your membership 
includes a bimonthly 
newsletter, a membership 
card, a 10% discount at 
participating kite stores and 
a chance to attend the annual 


national meeting and 
kite festival — all for 
$10 a year. Write to: 



II 

ll 



AKA 

113 West Franklin Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201 



THE FLARE 


JAVELIN DELTA 


80 in. wingspan 
Very, very good stability 
50 lb line recommended 
Comes with protective case 


40 by 72 ins 
Excellent stability 
High lift, 75 lb. min line 
Comes with drogue and case 


Both kites feature 3-color ripstop spinnaker constuction, on 
an unbreakable all fiberglass frame. 

SEND FOR CATALOG - DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


SEND ORDERS AND INQUIRIES TO: 

P0 BOX 17672 DENVER COLORADO 80217 


launch of the SSAS. Meanwhile, 
Marty Lowell was flying a Willem 
de Kooning painting (facsimile) 
with no difficulty in another part 
of Sheep Meadow, Central Park. 

It was all part of an arty promo- 
tion that seemed to show that 
you can find grantors to support 
some very strange activities. 

For those who missed it, the 
consolation was that getting Rick’s 
zany mail was probably the best 
part of the whole caper. 

CANADA 


Letters from Denis Trudel tell of 
the formation on August 5, 1982 
of the " Federation Quebecoise of 
Kite. ” He says. 

Our organization is nonprofit 
and has for its principal mission 
to create a first international kite 
festival in Quebec. 

This event, provided for 1985, 
will join together on Quebec terri- 
tory the most beautiful kites of 
the five continents. Quebec, as a 
transition land between the Old 
and the New World, lends itself 
admirably to this great event. 

We know there exists a kite tra- 
dition in almost all countries of 
the world. We hope for your 
collaboration in finding organiza- 
tions or persons who could take 
part in this event. 

Address of the new Federation 
is Casier Postal 555, Limoilou, 
Quebec, Canada GIL 4W4. 


IRELAND 

David and Erika Maher write. 

We enclose a photograph of our 
son Erik being presented with the 
highest trophy at the Irish Kitefly- 
ing Championships held in Dublin 
on August 29, 1982. It was the 
first time that the title has been 
won by a child. Erik has been fly- 
ing kites for about four years, was 



Erik Maher at age 10, National 
Kiteflying Champion of Ireland. 


10 years old at the time and is an 
avid reader of Kite Lines. 

The National Championship has 
been held for at least six years. 
Points are awarded in categories 
for largest, smallest, most beauti- 
ful, most original, fastest ascent 
and most maneuverable, and an 
overall winner is declared. Most 
years there has also been a Junior 
Championship for contestants 
under 12 years of age. This year 
our son Erik had more points than 
any other competitor so the com- 
mittee awarded him the overall 


championship. It was a very blus- 
tery day and the older competitors 
had great difficulty, particularly 
with their larger kites, which 
aided Erik’s achievement, as his 
Flowform won the largest kite 
category. Me also flew a Flexifoil 
Skysail and two home-made deltas. 

The championships are spon- 
sored by Aer Lingus (national 
airline), the Jury’s Hotel group 
and Valley Ice Cream. Erik was 
awarded the Joe Bergin Memorial 
Trophy, named in memory of Joe 
Bergin, a dedicated kiteflier who 
worked for Aer Lingus. 

Erik’s prize was a weekend for 
the family at the popular Jury’s 
Hotel in Cork, with flights to and 
from Cork via Aer Lingus. Erik’s 
father won a similar holiday at 
Jury’s Hotel in Limerick. 

Attendance at the competition 
was around 1500 to 2000. Erik’s 
presentation was shown on the 
national television news the night 
of the championship. 

TAIWAN, R-O.C. 

Kin Kan Hsieh, President of the 
Taipei Kitefliers Association, sends 
the following news: 

The biggest of the Taipei City 
Kite Competitions was held on 
November 7, 1982. The emphasis 
was on the kite’s Chinese character, 
innovative design, craftsmanship 
and performance. Winners were 
also judged on the appearance of 


the kite, the way it takes to the 
air, its style and the way it flies. 
The entry form stated that all kites 
must be made by the participants 
themselves. 

An estimated 30,000 people 
attended the event and over 1000 
kites were entered in the contest. 
Ten judges winnowed the entries 
from 1008 to 660, then to 330 
and finally to 164 kites before 
naming the champions. There 
were 132 prizes awarded to stu- 
dents and 32 prizes to nonstudent 
kite enthusiasts. Demonstrations 
by over 12 kite experts were also 
part of the Taiwan event. ^ 


Scenes of kites both massive 
and creative in Taiwan, R.O.C. 
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For the 
Record 


This department is devoted to reports of 
record-setting achievements with kites. 
News will appear from time to time , as it 
arrives, in Kite Lines. Publication of a 
report is not to be construed as official 
recognition by Kite Lines or any other 
party of any attempt at a record. 



MX* 


Traction and Duration Records 
Both Broken on August 28, 1982 

By coincidence, two world kite records 
toppled on the same day, August 28, 1982. 

The first, for kite traction, distance by 
water, was achieved by Greg Locke and 
Simon Carter of the Brighton Kite Fliers 
of England, copiloting an 18-foot Dart 
catamaran as it was towed by kite from 
Selsey Bill to Port Slade near Sea. The dis- 
tance of 25.56 miles surpassed by 9% the 
previous record set by Samuel Franklin 
Cody, who crossed the English Channel 
under kite tow on November 5, 1903. 

A Stratoscoop kite (Parafoil derivative 
by Greens of Burnley) with closed leading 
edge and measuring 2.7 x 2.3 meters towed 
the voyagers for 5 hours 13 minutes. 
Winds of 16 knots were prevalent but fell 
off at trip’s end. The boaters tacked up- 
wind at 15 degrees during the excursion. 

The second world record, for duration of 
kite flight, was broken by the Edmonds 
Community College Kite Team flying a 
Parafoil in Long Beach, WA for 180 hours 
17 minutes. The mark broke the previous 
record of 169 hours set on May 7, 1977 in 
Fort Lauderdale, FL by a Will Yolen-led 
team. ECC power Harry Osborne reported 
the story exclusively to Kite Lines: 

The effort was planned to coincide 
with the first annual Washington State 
International Kite Festival, promoted by 
the Long Beach Merchants Association 
and marked by good attendance and kites 
of every description, including— particu- 
larly-Parafoils. Doug Hagaman flew 8 to 
10 of his beautiful softies. High above the 
festivities flew the 2 5 -square-foot blue 
and yellow Parafoil, the enduring one of 
the three J albert-designed kites Osborne 
had selected for the duration attempt. It 
was now just hours away from tying the 
world record. At 9:50 p.m. (P.D.T.) on 
the 28th >f August, when the 169th hour 
was reached, several dozen people gath- 
ered, the iast seconds were counted off 
and the champagne bottles were opened. 
The mayor made a toast to the crew while 
flashbulbs went off and TV lights pierced 



Left, Harry Osborne of the 
Edmonds Community College 
Kite Team, flies the custom- 
built duration Parafoil— the 
Domina One, at Long Beach, 
WA. He artfully positions a 
flag attached to the kite line 
to fly under the city arch. 


the darkness. It was a joyous moment. 

Long Beach was chosen for the effort 
because of its winds, space and city sup- 
port. Visitors day and night lent words of 
encouragement. But there were skeptics. 

Osborne recalls three people who kept 
showing up at all hours in a pickup truck, 
always drinking beer. At 2:30 a.m. on the 
sixth day, they arrived and said, “All 
right, where are those kites?” The team 
member on duty led the skeptics to the 
kite lines and invited them to tug on the 
cords that disappeared into the morning 
darkness at a 60- to 70-degree angle. “How 
do you know there is a kite at the end of 
the line?” they asked. On the final morn- 
ing, two of the three were back again. *T 
guess you guys are for real,” mumbled 
one. “Good luck.” 

It was necessary to walk rapidly to keep 
the kites in the air when the wind ceased. 
Kite Lines confirmed, however, that dur- 
ing this period the larger Parafoil was 


usually 200 to 300 feet up and never 
came closer to the ground than 35 feet. 

During midweek, there were four days 
of constant 15 to 25 m.p.h. winds out of 
the north. There was no rain (only fog) in 
the nine days. The kite team worked in 
shifts at night with two people awake at 
all times, and a log was kept. 

The last morning, the wind stopped 
again and a heavy fog rolled in. Osborne 
made the decision: “Let her come down, 
she’s done her job.” At 9:07 a.m., August 29, 
1982 Paul Doherty drew the kite into his 
hands. It was soaked from the fog. Quietly, 
Harry Osborne, Paul Doherty, Charlie 
Miller, John McLaughlin, Doug Hagaman 
and the others gathered. It was over. 

The Edmonds Community College Kite 
Team has boldly announced that it intends 
to build a new Largest Kite for the world 
record. It is planned to exceed the Dutch 
team’s CS 550m2 kite of 5,952 square feet, 
flown August 8, 1981 at Scheveningen, The 
Netherlands. This kite will also better the 
ECC’s own previous record, a 3,500-square- 
footer flown in Seattle, WA on October 3, 
1980. Budweiser beer is paying half the 
cost and the team, driven to recapture the 
record for the U.S., is fundraising by sell- 
ing advertising on the new Parafoil’s keels. 


COMMENT: The Real Competition 


Swallowing Guinness is a popular pas- 
time and we refer not to the brew. Ra- 
ther we note the froth that rises to the 
edge of tolerance and often spills past 
it when people shake that keg of absurd- 
ist lore called (with a reverent hush) the 
Guinness Book of World Records. 

Pillars of the community turn giggly 
and glassy-eyed as they vdk- think ~oi 
going down (gulp) in Guinness history. 

And the latest trend is waiting for 
them when they get there. The real 
competition is between competitions. 

Organizers arc falling all over them- 
selves trying to woo would-be kite 
record-setters to their festivals. To wit: 

• The Long Beach (WA) International 
Kite Festival, August 27, 1983; plan- 
ning to offer substantial cash prizes of 
$500 or more in each category. 

• The Ocean City (MD) Kite and Sea- 
food Festival, September 24, 1983; 
planning to give gold medals instead of 
cash to record-setters this year. 

• The First Australian Kite Titles, 


being organized by Hastings Trading 
Pty. Ltd. and Rainbow' Kites (of Aus- 
tralia, not the U.S.), Box 342, Ballina, 
2478, N.S.W. for September 1, 2 and 3, 
1983 at Ocean Shores, 150 miles south 
of Brisbane’s international airport. 
Now this sounds more like it— $5 000 
total prizes. But it’s spread over five 
categories. Hramm. 

The expense of producing most 
record-setting achievements is such 
that none of these prizes represent 
much recovery of costs. Then, too, 
transportation (for the kites as well as 
the team) is very expensive except for 
local participants. This is sometimes 
true for other kites, too, that break no 
records but do a lot for the sky. 

The froth is fun. But let’s drink 
deep if we’re going to imbibe Guinness. 
If we’re to have a World Serious in 
kiting, let’s coordinate dates, let’s in- 
clude masters of invention as well as 
record-setters- and let’s start the un- 
derwriting wdth five figures. V.G. 
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Pursuing Longest Kite and Tail 

A kite with a mile-long tail was reported 
in several news sources to have flown on 
the beach at Florence, OR in September, 
1982. A Sutton Flow Form kite was used 
by Joseph Valenti to tow a two-foot-wide 
ribbon of assorted colors of nylon. The 
category Longest Kite and Tail is now 
rumored to be under pursuit by at least 
two other kitemakers. Stay tuned. 

Largest Delta Kite Claimed 

A 75-foot-wide delta kite was flown for 
25 minutes on September 4, 1982 in San 
Diego, CA. Tony Cyphert made the sail 
and Gene Carey built the frame. Carey 
beefed it up for its second flight, which 
was in front of video cameras. “A big 
mistake,” said Tony. The kite cracked up 
in flight. “The debacle was shown all 
over,” he admitted ruefully. 


A 75-foot-wide delta kite is launched in 
San Diego, CA. Construction was the joint 
project of Tony Cyphert and Gene Carey. 



An Interesting Failure 

Gerald C. Franz, a 47-year-old security 
guard, quit his job and set out on July 31, 
1982 to cross the Atlantic in a kayak 
pulled by kites. He took along five J-7.5 
Parafoils and one J-15, 1000 feet of 
braided nylon line, a stock of Granola 
bars and Dinty Moore beef stew and a 
nervous assistant— who turned him in to 
the Coast Guard. A rescue cutter and heli- 
copter brought Franz back in a heavy fog 
from less than a mile off Cape Cod, MA. 

Franz lives in Glendale, OH and plans 
to do experiments on Lake Erie before 
trying again in a year. The next time he 
plans to modify a 12-foot boat for the 
trip. He weighs 200 pounds. He still be- 
lieves in the future of kite traction. He 
also still thinks he can prove that a person 
with no boating experience can achieve 
such a voyage from book-learning alone. 
Talking to Kite Lines , he said, “It was all 
positive. It was fun, doggone it.” ^ 
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Cloud Pleasers are 
uncompromising. Their 
handcrafting in 
ripstop nylon and 



Bruce and Carolyn Kennington's 
handcrafted kites: 301-253-3908 


cgloud 


quality materials means 
strength and durability. 
For the serious 
kiteflier. 


^leasers 


26304 Forest Vista Dr. 
Clarksburg. MD 20871 


The 




Guide & Catalogue 


"Good stuff and well written. Description of H & B (cloth) good background- 
I even learned something." -Bill Tyrrell, The Fabric Lady 
"Great!" -Jack Van Gilder, President, American Kite Fliers Association 


"Yer a kindred spirit! I like your catalogue, your philosophies, and your style." 
-Guy D. Aydlett, Piney Mtn. Air Force Data Letter 

"Great catalogue! Just like you and your shop — down to earth and honest." 
-Michael Stoner, Asst. Dir. of Pub., Lehigh Univ. 

"I love it. The work of a knowledgeable, opinionated individual." 

-Margaret Gregor, author of Blown Sky High , Simple Fabric Kites 
"Good advice on today's kites." -Valerie Govig, Editor, Kite Lines 
"I learned a lot, and gained a strong impression of a gentle yet questioning spirit 
who is impressively conscientious." -Heloise Lochman, creator. White Bird Kites 
Only $2.00, postpaid, refundable with order. 

Windplay, 232 S.W. Ankeny, Portland, OR 97204, (503) 223-1760 
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Wind mill kites 

innovations in kite design — 

Write or call 

Wind Mill Kites 

► Box 766 • Louisa, VA 23093 « 
(703) 967 2319 
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Available at 
most Kite Stores. 


Manufactured by: 
International Kite Co. 

3260 'F' St. San Diego, 
California. 92102. , 

Tel: 714 233-0727. 1 


This Issue's Best of Show ^estQfghow 


American-born Dan Leigh of Wales builds 
several types of classic kites but is most 
known for his deltas. You will not find 
them in every kite store because Dan's 
Deltas are anything but mass produced . 
Dan writes: 

Our devotion to kites is total. My wife 
Bev and I were making kites in the pre- 
rip-stop days, and 8,000 or so kites later 
we’re still learning, still experimenting. 

I design for all the qualities I personally 
value in kitemaking, namely, pure sim- 
plicity, utmost precision, elegance of form, 
maximum efficiency and impeccable 
handling. My deltas react positively to 
gusts, thermals and crosswinds; they turn 
around nicely to take line out downwind; 
they neither flap nor wobble; they fly to 
a high angle. They are dynamically as well 
as statically stable, even in turbulence. 
They are not too large to fly on a hand- 
held “deep sky” reel, nor are they too small 
and quick. Towing points are mathemati- 
cally determined. In fact, the whole delta 
is a mathematical entity, but designed to 
be pleasing, if not sexy, to the eye. 

Unseen complications in the sail have 
called for as many as 75 different parts 
on one delta. 1 carefully choose and match 
my spars and design my kites around the 
spars, rather than fit the spars to the kite. 
Sail symmetry is within .01-inch. The 
problem of harmonic wobbling of spars 
was solved years ago, and exactly the 
right stall is built in to the designs. Each 
size of kite, from 33-inch span to over 
15-foot span, is engineered specifically 
for the loads involved, and the trailing 
edges vary from fringed to scalloped, 
depending on the needs. I strive for 
wrinkle-free sails in the larger sizes, a task 
often frustrated by my choice of colors. 

The kite in this photograph is a 
14-foot-4-inch delta incorporating a single 
batten per wing. The nose angle is one 
which I’ve come to use quite often, 106.7°. 
This kite in particular was scaled to fly in 
medium winds (5 or 6 m.p.h. to around 
16 m.p.h.). 

Bev does the bulk of the sewing on our 
special order kites and none of this would 
be possible without her. She also designs 
her own kites and has developed ingenious 
building techniques. Although I’ve refined 
my ideas over a period of years, I owe spe- 
cial thanks to Harold Alexander, who with 
John Loy gave me the key mathematical 
principle which is the essence of all my 
delta kites. I thank also Bob Ingraham for 
printing the original fabric delta instruc- 
tions in Kite Tales (predecessor to Kite 
Lines) which set the pattern for my own 


What Is Best of Show? 

technique which I use to this day. Thanks 
also go to the kitefliers of the Round Pond, 
where I learned the standards of excellence 
with which all kites should be compared. 

This Kite Lines series features a reader’s 
kite picture on a whole page in full color 
in each issue. Yours could be the next 
one! What kind of kite photograph 
qualifies for this honor? 

• First, the kite must fly well. Support- 
ing information must be included describ- 
ing your kite’s typical flight and giving its 
dimensions, materials and history (in brief)- 

• Second, the kite must be beautiful. 
Agreed, beauty is in the sky of the behold- 
er. This is an openly subjective criterion. 

• Third, the kite must show some quality 
of originality in either form, craftsmanship, 
color, decoration or use of attached ele- 
ments (not including reels). 

• Fourth, the photograph (as a separate 
consideration from the kite in it) must be 
of high artistic and technical quality- 
sharp, well-framed, rich in color. For print- 
ing, we prefer 35mm or larger transparen- 
cies. We can also use color prints if they 
are 8xlO n or larger. Tip: we favor vertical 
format over horizontal. 

The photograph should be taken in 
one of two modes: as a close-up of your 
kite in the sky, the kite filling at least 
one-third of the film area; or as a back- 
ground-inclusive shot, showing people, 
scenery, etc., around the kite. In any case, 
the kite should be shown well, and not 
necessarily flying, as long as your support- 
ing information establishes the kite’s fly- 
ability. In fact, background features give 
a reference point and sometimes add 
greater interest to a picture. 

We suggest you take many pictures of 
your favorite kite and send us no more 
than five photographs of any one kite at a 
time. Please enclose a self-addressed enve- 
lope with stamps or international reply 
coupon for return of your photos— other- 
wise we cannot guarantee their return. 

Pictures used must be not previously 
published. After publication in Kite Lines , 
all further rights revert to the photo- 
grapher and kitemaker. Kite Lines credits 
both kitemakers and photographers. A 
photographer may take pictures of a kite 
not his or her own, but in such case 
should ask the kitemaker’s cooperation in 
supplying information for the submission. 
To avoid risk of sending an original trans- 
parency, send a duplicate slide for review. 

You are invited to enter! You have 
nothing to lose but your obscurity. 
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Kite by Dan Leigh 


Photograph by Bev Leigh 



Number Two in a Series 
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Q. What has... 

10 Ripstop nylon and taffeta kite fabrics in 16 Colors <®50C to $5.00 yd (most at S2 yd.) 

4 Ripstop & taffeta kite fabric assortments (® $1 .15 to $1.60 yd. (including shipping) 

2 Adhesive backed Ripstops & taffetas for kite repair, applique and reinforcements 
2 Colors of polyester sewing thread in (low priced) 1/2 lb & 1 lb spools 
8 Colors of ultra-wide (1-1/2”) felt tip markers to hand-color your flying dreams. 

1 “How to” kite book you can't live without Margaret Gregers Simple Fabric Kites." 

24 Nylon tapes, bindings and webbings from 3 8" to 3" wide 

4 Fiberglass tubing sizes from 1/2" to 1 " o d. for larger kites 

1 Source for 1/8” to 3/8" fiberglass rods & tubing for small to medium kites 

5 Minute Epoxy for instant wood dowel, aluminum or fiberglass kite frame construction or repair 

2 Tools for hot cutting & tacking of Ripstop or taffetas 

A. The Fabric Lady Catalogue. 
Almost everything for the 
(fabric) kitemaker...except wind. 


Ripstop JUST LOOK AT THE SAVINGS 

Nylon. 100 y ds - for s 1 - 15 v d $115.00 

n ' ; ’ 75 yds. for $1.30 yd $ 97.50 1 

Bargain 50 yds for $-1 40 yd $ 70.00 j 

Assortments 25 yds. for $1.60 yd $ 40.00 


n 

All include U.P.S. postage 
to Mainland U.S. 
FOREIGN SHIPPING, 

ADD 10% 


Here’s how to stock up for a seasonfull 
of colorful! bargains in Ripstop. Here's what 
you get: about half (or more) of the assort- 
ment is the most popular .75 oz. Ripstop. 
Then we add 1 .5 and 1 .2. There's some of the 
super liteweight V2 oz. yd. too. You even get 1 
to 3 yards (depending on assortment) of our 
heavyweight kite bag and equipment fabrics. 
A really nice workshop stock at significant 
savings. 


These assortments include all our fabric 
grades from $1 .50 yd. seconds to $5.00 yd. 
firsts in Red/Orange/Gold/Yellow/Bright 
Yellow/Green/Blues/Black/White and Aqua. 

Each of these comes in a folded package 
we re sure you’ll be happy with. Money back 
or credit if you’re not! 

Just send us a check or M.O. for any of 
the above and we’ll include our (hot off the 
press) current catalogue FREE! 


These are the exciting colors of our fjrst quality fjnish .75 oz. yd. CANDY COLOR RIPSTOP. Its 
coating gives it body for easy sewing as well as zero-porosity. It's cold cut fray-proof too. 

CHERRY CHERRY RED BRIGHT ELECTRIC YELLOW COAL MINE BLACK 

SUNKIST ORANGE GREEN WITH ENVY WEDDING WHITE and our 

AZTEC SUN GOLD VERY DEEP BLUE newest colors. HOT UPS PINK 

LEMON YELLOW PLUM CRAZY PURPLE and ELECTRIC LIME! 


BRIGHT ELECTRIC YELLOW 
GREEN WITH ENVY 
VERY DEEP BLUE 
PLUM CRAZY PURPLE 


SAMPLES, RETAIL AND WHOLESALE PRICES IN CATALOGUE 


Fabric L ady... Co. 

51 Layle Lane 
□oylestown, Pa. 1E3901 


BILL AND MARY TYRRELL 
215-348-1744 
10 AM to 10 PM— E S.T 


Catalogue, samples of our fabric products, permanent listing for all our mailings 
and a free yard of ripstop ... $3 postpaid. 






KNOWN AND FLOWN WORLD-WIDE 
THE ACCLAIMED IftfiHlTE 

□ Designed and entirely handcrafted by Bob Ingraham, founder of the American 
Kitefliers Association and KITE TALES magazine (predecessor of KITE LINES). 

□ Now with all-fiberglass spars— unbreakable, flexible and won't warp. 

Spars have soft fabric protectors. 
□ Made entirely of high grade rip-stop nylon with removable wing and center spars. 

7-foot span. Sewn entirely in attractive creative stitching. 
□ Flies on exceptionally low wind velocities, is highly responsive to thermal lift and has 
wide wind range capability. Easily erected with unbreakable slip-in type spreader bar. 

Two-color canopy and keel design. 



somecau.it thj WORLD’S BEST HAND-HELD 

KITE LINE REEL 
THE RAYCO REEL-E-Z 

NOW BACK IN PRODUCTION! 
Made of fused unbreakable acrylic now reinforced to prevent any possible 
separation under tightly-wound line stress. Extension shaft makes for better control 
of kite with pull-ups, etc. We believe it's the strongest, most durable and convenient 
hand-held reel on the market today. GUARANTEED replacement if any failures 
occur under normal use. Not for use with extra-large type kites. 



Order from: 

Bob Ingraham 

315 N. Bayard St. 
Silver City, N.M. 88061 

(505) 538-9083 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 


SAILCOLORS: 

Purple Lime Green 
Black Yellow Red 
Blue Gold Hot Pink 
jreen Orange White 


SUPER THREE'S 
IN RIPSTOP NYLON 



Peter Powell Kites, Inc. 

1040 N. E. 43 Court 
Fort Lauderdale 
Florida 33334 

Tel. 305 565-5588 Telex 514365 
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Classifieds 


Classifieds are limited to noncommercial and 
personal advertisers; businesses are referred to 
our display advertising department. A listing 
does not imply endorsement by KITE LINES. 
Publisher reserves the right to reject any ad not 
in keeping with publication's standards, and to 
abbreviate to save space. Rates: 2CH/ per word, 
$2.00 minimum. Post office box numbers and 
telephone numbers count as two words, abbre- 
viations and zip codes as one word. Classifieds 
cannot be billed; check or money order, payable 
to KITE LINES, must accompany copy and be 
received prior to closing (as given on masthead, 
pg. 4) at our offices, 7106 Campfield Rd., 
Baltimore, MD 21207, USA. 


WANTED 


KITE CLIPPINGS are always wanted by KITE 
LINES. We give a small reward with our thanks 
to the sender. Mail all clippings to: 7106 Camp- 
field Rd., Baltimore, MD 21207, USA. 


OLDTIMERS, can you help? I'm looking for 
any information, pictures, catalogs, news clip- 
pings, samples, etc., of oldtime kite reels or 
spools that used garden-type hose on the handles 
for comfort and string tension cqntrol. Thanks 
for your help. Joe Goldstein, 1325 South Wind 
Circle, Westlake, CA 91361. 


FOR SALE 


KITEMAKING BUSINESS for sale-cottage in- 
dustry in your home doing your favorite activity! 
We are looking for dedicated kitemaker(s) to 
take over our business. Our quality cloth kites 
sell nationwide, wholesale and retail. Write for 
information: Box AA, c/o KITE LINES, 7106 
Campfield Rd., Baltimore, MD 21207. 


TOO CALM to fly kites? Throw boomerangs. 
Sporting, interesting aerodynamics, just plain 
fun. "Boomerang" by Ben Ruhe tells all. $7.25 
ppd„ 1882 Columbia Rd., N.W., Washington, 
DC 20044. 


ROTOR KITES are coming! Also other kite 
designs or studies appear each month in PMAF 
DATA-LETTER. Sample copy-$1.00. Piney 
Mountain Air Force, c/o Guy D. Aydlett, Box 
7304, Charlottesville, VA 22906. 


PLASTIC DELTA plans, supplies, prototypes. 
Write for prices. Arnstein, 3049 W. 8th St., #435, 
Los Angeles, CA 90005. 


SIMPLE FABRIC KITES-Sew-and-fly instruc- 
tions for fabric kites, including the Hornbeam, 
Zephyr, Square Diamond, Corner, Winged Square 
Box, and Flowform. $4.70 by mail. Also,easy-to- 
build-and-fly kites in paper and plastic: BLOWN 
SKY-HIGH, $5.70; MORE SIMPLE KITES, 
$2.25. All 3 books $1 1 by mail. Margaret Greger, 
1425 Marshall, Richland, WA 99352. 


KITE PATENTS trace the development of 
kiting in the U.S. A listing of the 660 issued 
since 1866 to date is available in capsule form— 
by patent number, filing and issuance dates, 
inventors' names and a one-line description of 
each patent— by sending $50 to Ed Grauel, 
799 Elmwood Terrace, Rochester, NY 14620. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

I want someone who will appreciate and care for them 
to have my original complete file (40 issues) of KITE 
TALES magazine. From the beginning of the American 
Kitefliers Association and the magazine in 1964 through 
Vol. 10 No. 3 published November 1976, this is the 
history of the revival of kiting told in the world's only 
magazine for kitefliers. Beginning at no less than $1,000, 
we will accept bids for the purchase of this file, the bids 
to be opened June 1, 1983. Mail to 315 North Bayard 
Street, Silver City, New Mexico 88061. We reserve the 
right to reject any or all bids. 

Robert M. Ingraham, Founder, 

American Kitefliers Association, 
and Founding Publisher, KITE TALES 

We still have several copies each of KITE TALES magazine Vol. 8 
No. 4; Vol. 9 No. 1 ; Vol. 10 No. 2; and Vol. 10 No. 3, which we 
must dispose of soon. Before these are destroyed we are offering 
them at the rate of $1.00 each for single copies or all four for $3.00, 
plus postage. (Postage for singles is 75*; for four send $2.00.) 
Write: Bob Ingraham, 315 N. Bayard St., Silver City, NM 88061. 
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RITE GALLERY^jfe, 


50“ f or 
catalogue 


over 150 
varieties of 
kitelines, 

<£, reels 


<ZX 

'COME FIGHT A KITE' TaaShirt,., 


50% Polyaster - 50% Gorton,, 
5color design,,, 
FY-ACK,- eagle Sc latter^) 

R&r? - fighter Kite 
yellow - tee shirt 


h>acX Free for learn Name 
Quantify Pricas Available 
S-M-L-XL 

^V-\ $ 6 95 ppp 

596-5900^/-^ 

Now in the * H e - art •)/ 

Royal Oak 

525 5 . Washington^ at Sixth 
Royal OaK, Michigan 46CG>7 
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INTOSALES RE ALmES. 


By adding a lot of imagination and 
innovation to kite design we made 
Flying a space shuttle an everyday 
occurrence. We also figured out 
how to make a catamaran fly. 

We've sent wizards, octopus, tigers, 
barbarians, alley cats and dozens 


more successfully into the sky. 

To make kites fly high on your sales 
charts call or write for our free 24 
page, full color catalog: Specira Star 
Kites, 3519 Canbeth Drive . Encino, 
California 91436 , (213) 897-2979,. toll 
free outside California 1 (800) 423-5614. 








12 reasons to buy 


for 193 more reasons, 
get our 24 page color 
catalog by calling our 
toll free number (800) 
243-3370. In Connecticut, 
call 873-8675 or write 
go fly a kite, box aa, 
e. haddam, ct 06423. 





